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THE CUBAN REVOLUTION 


Review of the Work of the Party Since the 
Last National Congress 

Comrades: The last national congress of our Party took place 
in a situation far different than today. At that time, in February 
1952, our situation was difficult. It was the eve of the coup d’etat, 
of the establishment of the tyranny and the entire period of 
extreme illegality, violence, repression, torture, imprisonment, 
assassination, irritations of the people and complete surrender 
and subordination to the imperialists, a period which lasted until 
January 1959. Today, however, we are in the midst of the victorious 
course of the revolution, under the leadership of Fidel Castro, 
and facing the prospect of the progress and advance of the revolu¬ 
tion in every aspect, despite the aggressions and threats of the 
North American imperialists and their lackeys and servants, of the 
war criminals, counter-revolutionists and traitors. 

We cannot, of course, give a detailed review of so long a period. 
Nor is it necessary for the purposes of the present National Con¬ 
gress, the principal task of which is to give the broad outlines 
that should guide us in the course of the present stage of the 
Cuban revolution, in defending and promoting it. 

I only want to recall, in connection with the last National 
Congress, that it met on the eve of constitutional elections, which 
never took place, and thus in that situation its two most important 
resolutions were: 1. To approve the platform of immediate demands 
and basic measures as the solution to the problems of the country. 
2. To agree to vote, even without any coalition, for the presidential 
candidate of the Orthodox Party, to whom the above-mentioned 
platform should be presented with the request that he give his 
opinion on it. 

The March 10th coup d’etat prevented the holding of those 
elections and set up a new situation in the country. 
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Our Attitude Towards the Coup d’Etat 
and the Batista Tyranny 


It is a well known fact that our Party was the first of all the 
organized parties in the country to condemn and denounce the 
March 10th coup d’etat. 

In the provinces of Oriente, Camaguay, and Las Villas, our 
organizations brought the masses out into the streets on March 10th 
and mobilized actively to assist, so long as the local military com¬ 
mands had not surrendered to the gang that had taken over what 
was then Camp Columbia. 

Our condemnation and denunciation of the military coup of 
March 10th was different from the condemnation later made by 
other parties and political groups, in that we exposed the role of 
the Yankee imperialists in the coup, as had been stressed in an 
article published a short time before the coup by Edward Tomlin¬ 
son, a newspaperman linked to the State Department. We con¬ 
demned Batista’s coup d’etat and his government without any 
hesitancy or temporizing, while at the same time we brought out 
clearly the role played in the coup d’etat by the social forces 
(imperialism, wealthy exploiters, latifundists, etc.) and the men who 
had led the coup. 

It was not easy to adopt such an attitude at that time, because 
in the first place, the March 10th coup was in appearance an action 
against a governing team that, although it had begun by political 
struggle under anti-imperialist slogans, had been demoralized in 
eight years of power; had yielded to the pressure of imperialism; 
had followed a policy of division, degradation and corruption of 
the trade union movement after using fascist methods to force 
the acceptance of Mujal and his accomplices in the leadership 
of the C.T.C. It had carried out or tolerated the assassination of 
union leaders and militants like Cabrera, Fernandez Roig, Amancio 
Rodriguez, Jose Oviedo, Aracelio Iglesias, etc., and the great sugar 
union leader and leader of our Party, Jesus Menendez. It had fos¬ 
tered or tolerated the formation of the gangster groups, labeled 
with more or less revolutionary names, whom it used and who 
openly practiced blackmail and murder. It had closed down, con¬ 
trary to every law, the newspapers Hoy and America Deportiva, 
keeping their plants closed for a year, and it had occupied and 
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seized the Mil Diez radio station. Many workers were confused at 
the outset by the March 10th coup, because they saw in it an 
easy way of getting rid of the government that had carried out the 
harsh and bloody policy against them. The attitude of decided 
opposition to the coup that our Party proclaimed had shocked, at 
first, the confused feelings of these workers. 

In the second place, the government formed by Batista, thanks 
to the coup d’etat, succeeded in the beginning in keeping a max¬ 
imum of an appearance of normality, and tried to give the impres¬ 
sion that there would be no repressions or measures taken against 
workers, the people, political parties, etc. In the third place, 
the Party had a united front with Batista from the end of 1938 
till practically the beginning of 1946. In the course of this the 
Party had achieved legality (September, 1938) after 13 years of 
underground life and severe repression; the Cuban Confederation 
of Labor (C.T.C.) had been founded (1939); the Constituent 
Assembly (1939-1940) had been summoned and had met, and 
with the close participation of our Party, in a prominent 
place, had approved and promulgated the democratic and pro¬ 
gressive 1940 Constitution. Cuba had taken part in the policy of 
the anti-Hitler coalition and the war against the Nazi-fascist- 
Japanese axis; Cuba had set up diplomatic relations with the USSR; 
a policy of civil liberties and moderate progress had been main¬ 
tained. All this had created a certain amount of pro-Batista sen¬ 
timent in some parts of the people, even including some backward 
members of the Party who were not sufficiently developed politically 
to appreciate duly the changes in the situation of the country 
and in Batista’s orientation, for Batista was turning toward reaction 
and offering himself as an unconditional vassal of the imperialists 
if only he could get back to power. 

The Party vigorously overcame all these obstacles and showed 
those people who were confused that it was absolutely right in its 
policy of uncompromising and determined opposition to the 
coup d’etat and the government that had come out of it. The 
Party maintained unflinchingly that the first condition for solving 
the problems of Cuba was to get rid of the reactionary regime, the 
slave of imperialism, the anti-national, anti-popular and anti-worker 
regime that had been installed on March 10th. 

This attitude of ours was based first of all on the obviously 
reactionary and anti-national nature of the coup d’etat, which, 
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historically, closed the cycle that had started in 1934 and in fact 
set up once more the old power under new conditions. Our 
attitude was also based on the fact that the coup d’etat was pro¬ 
moted by the North American imperialists, who were anxious to 
hasten application of the Truslow Plan and to obtain new colonial¬ 
ist concessions, all of which made it inevitable that the policy 
of the government produced by the coup d’etat would take the 
route of tyranny and repeat on an enlarged scale the horrors of 
the Machado regime. 

We did not allow ourselves to be confused by the apparent 
tolerance of the government on the outside, nor by a certain 
economic upswing achieved through the criminal maneuver of 
increasing the government expenditure by wasting the foreign 
exchange that had been accumulated in the course of a prosperous 
period during and after the war. Instead, we denounced the catastro¬ 
phic consequences that such a policy would have, and we proved 
its instability over the long run. 

As was inevitable, in view of the character and origin of the 
coup d’etat, of the forces that promoted it and the elements on 
which it was based, this apparent initial tolerance turned into a 
criminal persecuting fury that is characteristic of tyranny. The 
system of government rule was in fact assassination, torture, cruelty 
to prisoners, and attacks on the citizenry, violence on the part of the 
armed forces and the gangster bands. The regime of the coup d’etat 
was divorced from the country and opposed to the people, and 
its only possible authority came from violence, repression, and 
threats. 

Imperialism, Batista and their executioners thought that they 
would terrorize the Cuban people with their assassinations and 
brutalities, but they failed absolutely. Instead of being terrorized, 
the Cuban people realized that there was no other way of freeing 
itself from the terror and the crimes than to stand up and face 
them, not to surrender to them but to fight fiercely against them 
and denounce them tirelessly to the country and to the world, as 
our Party did, including communications to the Supreme Court 
and the UN, in which it listed and detailed some of the horrors of 
the tyrannical regime. 

Our opposition to the regime which came out of the March 
10th coup differed from the opposition offered by other parties in 
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that it was basic, and embraced all the aspects of its policy. We 
did not fight it only because it was produced by a coup d’etat, but 
also because it was, as we showed, an instrument used by the 
imperialists to hasten the implementation of their plans against the 
Cuban people. We fought it because it marked the return to 
complete power of the latifundists and the big exploiters and, with 
that, the return of terror, assassination and torture as a system 
of government. We fought it because it turned the country over 
to the greed of the Yankee monopolies, to whom crippling new 
concessions were made, and because it was leading to an economic 
crash in the country by its irresponsible increase in public ex¬ 
penditures and the policy of illegal private enrichment at the 
expense of the state treasury. We fought it because it increased 
divisions among the people and the fascist-type governmentaliza- 
tion, corruption and degradation of the trade union apparatus in 
complicity with the Mujal gang which served as its support and 
agent. We fought it also because it completely subordinated Cuba’s 
foreign policy to the United States Government, to such an extent 
that the representatives of Cuba in the UN and other organizations 
took orders directly from the United States representatives, and the 
country did not maintain diplomatic or commercial relations with 
those countries that did not agree with Washington, or that Wash¬ 
ington tried to isolate with its criminal cold-war policy. 

This way of approaching the struggle against thef tyranny was 
very important, since it laid the stress on the fact that the problem 
was not only to replace the men who were in power, but to change, 
along with them, the dominant sectors of society, the relationship 
of the entire country to imperialism (taking it from subordination 
to sovereignty), the policies and the basic and fundamental orien¬ 
tations to all problems. 

There were some at that time who thought that the government 
of the United States was the principal factor whose support had to 
be obtained in the struggle against the government set up on March 
10th; these people organized their entire policy, all their activities 
and issuance of statements, with a view to achieving Washington’s 
consent or good will. This obliged them to go along with the 
Batista government in its anti-Communism and anti-Sovietism, in 
the provocative statements that its spokesmen made in the UN, 
in the policy of privileges and concessions given to the North 
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American monopolies, companies and investors, in the policies of 
the Mujal gang in the C.T.C., in its subordination to O.R.I.T.* 
and O.A.S., in the refusal to establish commercial relationships 
for the good of the country with socialist countries, etc. In other 
words, it obliged them to go along with everything that was contrary 
to the Cuban interests and the needs of the Cuban people. This 
also compelled them, in addition to other reasons, to limit the 
objectives they pursued to the overthrow of the established regime 
and the restoration of the old institutions. 

For some of them, the question boiled down to setting up an 
unconditionally neutral government. As we maintained at that 
time, such a government was an impossible mirage. There could 
not be any government that was unconditionally neutral between 
the supporters of the coup d’etat who held the power and intended 
to hold on to it, and the enemies of the coup d’etat. Any govern¬ 
ment that could get Cuba out of that crisis would have to be a 
government that was unconditionally an enemy of the coup d’etat, 
of the economic, social and political forces that had promoted it. 

Others believed that it was possible to bring things back to 
the state in which they had been on March gth, before the coup 
d’etat. But this too was entirely impossible. None of these people 
believed that it was necessary to project, against the regime of the 
coup d’etat, any program other than the elimination of that regime, 
a neutral government, reestablishment of the old institutions 
and the holding of elections. 

We advanced, in opposition to the March 10th regime, a 
program of defeating it, and of setting up a democratic and popular 
government that could restore national sovereignty, fully reestablish 
the democratic rights of the people, promote working class unity 
and trade union democracy, undertake agrarian reform and the 
industrialization of the country in order to achieve economic inde¬ 
pendence, nationalize public services and crush racial discrimina¬ 
tion. We proposed a government that could purge and reconstruct 
the armed forces, converting them into an instrument of the 
nation and the people to guarantee national sovereignty and 
integrity, as well as the rights and gains of the people, and could 
apply a foreign policy independent of the March 10th basis, one 
that would defend peace and set up friendly relations with all 
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peoples. In a word, we proposed a program of replacing the tyranny 
by a government that represented the people, that was capable 
of undertaking the economic, social and political changes necessary 
to give a truly democratic solution to the Cuban crisis, to the 
basic problems that faced the country and the people. 

This program, upheld and propagated from the outset of the 
struggle against the regime set up by the March 10th coup, under 
the name of Democratic Solution of the Cuban Crisis, was further 
developed and completed in 1957 in the draft program worked 
out by the National Committee. Without ceasing to undertake 
concrete actions and agitations for partial and immediate demands, 
we kept up a constant struggle, constant propaganda for what we 
considered the basic demands of the program, or, as we called 
them, basic solutions for the Cuban crisis. 

Today we can have a better appreciation of the importance of 
these plans. And they were an effective and powerful contribution 
to the development and extension of the national realization that 
the elimination of the tyranny of Batista could not be limited to a 
change of personalities, but that the reality of the Cuban situation 
called for a change of regime, a profound change in its system 
and institutions, d hey were effective in showing that the changes 
that had to be undertaken were not only political and administra¬ 
tive, but were principally social and economic in nature; that the 
struggle against the Batista government could not be separated 
from the struggle against the semi-colonial structure and the 
imperialist rule that had produced and sustained that regime. 

The insistence in our propaganda on basic solutions in the 
struggle against the regime of the coup d’etat did not cause us to 
forget or soft-pedal the struggle for immediate demands and partial 
aims, nor did it limit our efforts to unite all the forces of the 
people and all the elements of progress that were opposed to the 
tyranny. 

The immediate demands were levers to mobilize the broadest 
masses for concrete purposes. The possibility of achieving those 
demands was evident upon their mere enunciation and hence 
these demands mobilized the broadest sections of the country 
and involved them in the struggle. Each mobilization was a blow 
to the regime. Each small victory encouraged the forces of the 
people. But at the same time, if those forces had not seen anything 
beyond the immediate demands, if they had not seen anything 
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beyond what it was possible to achieve at a given moment in the 
struggle and had not seen before them the full program of basic 
solutions, they would have been easy victims of those people who 
wanted to limit the fight to the restoration of the old system, 
to mere political changes. Thus, we should have strengthened the 
influence on the masses of those political figures who were opposed 
to unity because they considered the United States Government 
as a principal factor whose benevolence had to be maintained at 
any cost in order to be able to defeat the tyranny, and who there¬ 
fore made anti-communism the habitual theme of their propaganda; 
of those political leaders who belittled the role of imperialism in 
the genesis of the Cuban crisis, and instead were propagandists for 
the ideology of subordination to imperialism, with such pretexts as 
geographical fatalism, the export nature of Cuban economy, etc. 

A correct position with respect to immediate demands and 
basic solutions, setting them both forward in correct relationship 
and in proper measure, was a very important factor in defeating 
the attempt to limit the struggle against the tyranny to mere 
political changes and in cancelling the influence of the pro¬ 
imperialists, of those who hoped that the new government that 
would follow the tyranny would continue, like the tyranny itself, 
to be subordinate to imperialism. 


Going Underground and the Struggle Under 
Conditions of Terror and Illegality 

The tyranny imposed the most severe and complete illegality 
on our Party on and after July 26, 1953. Going over into illegality 
furnished a new proof of the organizational strength of our Party, 
of its ability to carry on the revolutionary struggle both in legal 
and in illegal conditions. 

It is easier to be born and develop in illegality than to go over 
to clandestine organization and underground life after a long 
period of legal life and activity, where members and leaders of the 
Party are widely known and have been publicly active in every 










field. However, we made the transition from legality to illegality 
without important losses, despite the surprise attack of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s repressive forces on July 26th, when we in Havana and 
other parts of the country still were ignorant of the nature and 
the actual scope of the events at Santiago on that day. Taking 
advantage of the situation created by the attack on the Moncada 
Barracks, the tyranny and imperialism hoped to give the Party a 
crushing blow, to paralyze it and destroy its organization. 

The Party had long prepared for such an eventuality. Long 
in advance we had been withdrawing various comrades from public 
circulation, we had prepared houses and working centers and we 
had accumulated materials to continue the Party’s propaganda, 
agitation and organization. Despite the speed and the simultaneity 
of the raids against us on July 26th, only two national leaders 
were captured. The others were able to escape the persecution, 
even though for weeks thereafter checks were made on all the houses 
and residence of comrades whose addresses were known to the 
police, or which appeared in the election registers of our members. 

The Party and the Socialist Youth went underground in an 
orderly way, and continued their revolutionary labor without 
interruption. The tyranny closed the newspaper Hoy, destroyed 
and looted its plant and took rigorous measures to prevent an\ 
press whatever from putting out any newspaper or any material 
of the Party (or influenced by the Party) or of the Socialist Youth. 

But in the next week, Carta Semanal (Weekly Letter) was 
already coming out, and it did not stop publication once through¬ 
out the period of the tyranny, despite the blow of, first, the acci¬ 
dental discovery of its plant and the imprisonment and torture of 
many of the comrades who were producing it, and later, the betrayal 
and occupation of its principal center of distribution. The file 
of Magazine Mella from underground is a monument to the 
activity, courage and organization of the Socialist Youth and its 
cadre. 

And we did not only publish Carta Semanal and Magazine Mella. 
Many other illegal publications, such as Respuestas, Mensajes, 
Fundamentos and, after the armed struggle had begun in the 
Sierra, the Bulletin to report on the operations of the rebel forces, 
were all issued by us. The task of putting out these publications 
was dangerous and complex, and the same was true for the mans 
manifestos that were printed, but still more difficult and dangerous 
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was the organization of their transportation, distribution and 
circulation throughout the country. 

In every province and in many cities, local newspapers were 
prepared, manifestos were printed, agitation and propaganda 
materials were being reproduced that had been sent out by the 
national leadership, in order constantly to strike at the enemy, 
denounce his misdeeds, inform and educate the masses and raise 
their consciousness to a higher level, to promote revolutionary 
enthusiasm and action. The entire organization of the Party had 
to be re-adapted to make it able to function effectively under 
conditions of illegality. 

Thanks to the fact that our Party, developing in legality, had 
found methods to enable it to maintain a closely organized nucleus 
of militants on the basis of democratic centralism and other 
Leninist principles of organization, at the same time that it com¬ 
plied with the electoral laws concerning the number of affiliations, 
the organization was able to work underground. Only slight changes 
were necessary with respect to the intermediate organizations to 
make it possible to direct the entire organization in the midst of 
the enormous difficulties that presented themselves in the regular 
maintenance of contacts. 

The work carried out by the members of the Party and the 
youth under conditions of illegality required great courage, firm¬ 
ness of principle, and ability and foresight, since all those that 
were captured were tortured, humiliated, molested, and many a 
one cruelly assassinated. The immense majority of those who found 
themselves in this position behaved like heroes, showing that the 
education and temper that the Party had given them was effective. 

Let us recall the behavior of the comrades taken in the plant 
of Carta Semanal or in connection with that event; of those cap¬ 
tured when the distribution center was surprised, with the excep¬ 
tion of only one, how Chiqui Hernandez, Jose Maria Perez, Paguito 
Rosales, Meiero, Carlos Rodriguez and Secundino Anciro behaved 
under cruel and savage torture to death; how the comrades behaved 
that were assassinated on the northern coast of Oriente province 
during the Bloody Easter, those assassinated at Las Villas, at 
Matanzas, in Havana, throughout the island and all through the 
period of the struggle against the tyranny. And let us also recall how 
the other members of the Party, when they saw their comrades 
fall, stayed at their posts, took over the work of those who disap- 
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peared, and gained new forces to continue the struggle. 

The terror undoubtedly succeeded in reducing and weakening 
the organization of the Party in some localities, but it did not 
succeed in either destroying us or paralyzing us, or forcing us to 
deviate in the slightest from our Marxist-Leninist principles or 
our political program and line. The Party kept its line, its pro¬ 
gram and its principles despite the terror, the persecutions, the 
assassinations and the tortures. 

Despite all the illegality and terror, we always took advantage 
of every opportunity, however slight, to use legal means. When 
the Government set up a commission to hear suggestions concern¬ 
ing the holding of elections, the Party sent a full document, in 
which it exposed the character of the existing regime, the deep 
and immediate causes of the crisis, and what really had to be 
done to solve it. In the same way we brought our opinions to the 
attention of such legal organizations as S.A.R.* the parties of the 
bourgeoisie, Congress, etc. Any organization or committee that 
was allowed legal life, no matter how limited its possibilities were, 
was made use of by us to spread our line or put it into effect. 
In this way the link of the Party with the masses was never broken. 
The Party was always linked with the masses; the masses were 
ahcays linked with the Party. 


Our Attitude Towards Negotiations for a Deal 


Our struggle against all attempts at a deal, of which there were 
many up to 1957, was a very important aspect of the struggle against 
the tyranny. If a deal had succeeded, it would have been a great 
obstacle to the development of popular struggle against the tyranny, 
and would certainly have set back the progress of the Revolution. 

There was a real danger that a deal would be made because a 
portion of the gang of the coup, understanding the weakness of a 
power that was divorced from the country and founded on violence, 
tried to come to agreement with the bourgeoise parties that op- 
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posed it; and on the other hand, most of the leaders of those 
parties, precisely because of their position that the solution con¬ 
sisted in returning to the old institutions, were ready to reach 
an agreement that would clear the road for their electoral aspira¬ 
tions. 

VVe therefore denounced all the attempts at a deal put forward 
first by the so-called “Cuban Press Bloc” and then later by the 
“Friends of the Republic Society,” the C.A.D.I., the “Inter-Parlia¬ 
mentary Committees,” and various conservative personalities.” 
The negotiations sought an agreement—behind the backs of the 
people and against the people, and excluding all the Left and 
anti-imperialist parties and groups—between the tyrannical gov¬ 
ernment of Batista and the rightist leaders of the bourgeois opposi¬ 
tion parties, on the basis that these parties would accept the 
accomplished fact and undertake to respect the terms which 
Batista himself had set, in exchange for which Batista would 
re-establish the peaceful succession in power. 

These reactionary, anti-national and anti-working class pro¬ 
posals were tirelessly denounced by our Party. On every occasion, 
at every maneuver of the Cuban Press Bloc, at every inter¬ 
view of the S.A.R. with the Government, at every trip of the 
emissaries of the C.A.D.I., at every proposal in the Inter-Parlia 
mentary Committee, Carta Semanal publicly exposed the aims and 
maneuvers, alerted the people, and compelled the negotiators to 
take into account, at least to some extent, the active opposition 
of the masses to the deal. 

One of the propositions that the tyranny was putting forward 
as a possible means of securing a deal, was to hold constituent 
elections to amend the 1940 Constitution. 

This proposition had two purposes. The first was to keep the 
country occupied with elections that did not threaten the power 
of the government of the coup, and, they hoped, would enable 
the government to exercise power without any problems. The 
second purpose was to take advantage of the occasion to carry 
through a reactionary and pro-imperialist reform of the 1940 
Constitution. We fought this proposition with all our power, and 
openly showed its objectives. 

The 1940 Constitution, violated, trampled and mutiliated by 
the coup d’etat and by all the colonialist and reactionary regimes, 
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was a banner raised against the tyranny by all the popular forces. 
The university students of Havana, faced with the oath in the 
statutes required of government officials, used it to promote a broad 
popular movement to swear to defend and maintain the Constitu¬ 
tion. Thousands and thousands of citizens signed this vow. 

In our fight against the reactionary and imperialist attempts 
to modify the Constitution—one of the amendments consisted 
in eliminating the requirement imposed on imperialist firms to 
use and teach Cuban technicians—we declared that amendment 
under those conditions could only serve to make the Constitution 
worse, to deprive it of its most effective and progressive parts. 
At the same time, under other conditions, the people might have 
to amend the Constitution to make it more effective and better 
suited to satisfy the demands of the nation and the people. 

Defeating the maneuvers for a deal in order to call a constituent 
assembly was an important step in the battle against the tyranny. 
Of particular importance in the struggle against the deal was the 
great opposition of the masses to the proposal to hold partial 
elections in 1956 with the consent and participation of the bour¬ 
geois opposition parties. The proposal was defeated, and this 
contributed to maintaining and increasing the isolation of the 
tyranny, preventing it from carrying out an electoral maneuver that 
would have given it a new basis of political support. In the face 
of the attempts to hold elections for a constituent assembly, or 
partial elections, we consistently presented the demand to hold 
immediate general elections, under guarantees and conditions that 
would permit the people to express its will in favor of a democratic 
solution of the Cuban crisis. This slogan played an important 
part in unmasking the plots for a deal, and in solidifying the 
masses against the plans of the Government. 

In the struggle against the deal, we did not reject the possibility 
that a negotiated political solution might be achieved under certain 
conditions. We set forth the precise conditions that were required, 
the demands that would have to be made and achieved if any 
agreement was not to be a deceit and a farce, but a real solution. 
But the tyranny could not agree to those demands, and the rightist 
chiefs of the opposition refused to demand them. 

What both of them wanted was a maneuver, a deal, not an 
agreement on a solution for Cuba and for the people. The people 
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had to find the solution by means of its own battle, and its 
own tenacious, constant and long-range action. 

Developing the points of view with respect to the conditions 
under which a negotiated solution would be possible, we expressed 
our hope of avoiding violence as far as possible and of furthering 
a peaceful way of solving the Cuban crisis. But it did not depend 
on us to avoid violence. The tyranny, to keep itself in power, 
resorted to assassination and torture, created a repressive corps 
of bandits and robbers, corrupted and manipulated the trade union 
leaders, closed any road of development of peaceful mass struggles, 
made the parties illegal, resorted to reactionary laws and the most 
scandalous frauds to prevent the people from expressing its will 
in elections, and no longer left any other road open to the people 
than that of answering violence with violence and resorting to 
armed struggle as the only way of changing a situation that was 
intolerable for it. 


The Line of Development of Mass Struggles 
And Winning the Support of the Masses 

Throughout the period of combat against the tyranny, the 
constant orientation of our activity was, as it has always been, 
to promote and develop the struggle of the working-class, peasant, 
student and popular masses. Always to the masses, always with the 
masses—such was, has been and is the basic orientation of our 
activity. 

Revolutionary consciousness is not formed by propaganda alone. 
Propaganda, no matter on how broad a scale, only reaches and con¬ 
vinces a more or less extensive nucleus, which is always small as 
compared to the hundreds of thousands and millions that make up 
the people, the workers, the peasants, the students, the professionals, 
etc. These hundreds of thousands and millions that go to make 
up the people raise their revolutionary consciousness, become 
aware of the conflicts of society and their own situation in it when 
they act, when they struggle, when they come up against realities. 
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since only this enables them to test the falsity of the propaganda 
of their oppressors, the falsity of what they have been taught and 
what has been said to them since they were children, and the truth 
of the revolutionary propaganda that, with its limited means, 
reaches them. That is why we always have tried to promote, develop, 
stimulate and orient mass struggles and to take part in them. 

Whereas the rightist leaders in the camp of the opposition to 
Batista preached and practiced quietism, or left the people to one 
side while they themselves engaged in conversations and maneuvers 
with the government in search of a deal, we, like all the elements 
of the Left, preached and practiced mass action and mobilization. 

We did not point our efforts solely toward the direct promo¬ 
tion of political mass action. We know that large masses can begin 
their struggle more easily by economic and social demands, in the 
course of which, and by the very dialectics of action, they rise 
to the struggle for higher political demands and, under those 
conditions, for the defeat of the tyranny. This entire basic orienta¬ 
tion of the Party became clear in the practice of the years of 
struggle against the tyranny. 

Let us recall, for example, that shortly after the March regime 
had been set up, despite its prohibitions, we organized meetings 
and street demonstrations in Havana and other places—meetings 
which, although they were relatively small because of the conditions 
of illegality under which they were prepared, promoted action, 
shook the masses and obtained their sympathy and support, encour¬ 
aging all the forces that opposed the reactionary government of 
the coup. 

These first demonstrations broke through the prohibitions 
imposed by the government of the coup, and showed everyone the 
possibility of struggling under those conditions. In this way, 
student actions began to develop, which on some occasions attained 
great militancy and scope, and which showed, through the bar¬ 
barous and disproportionate repressions by the police, the nature 
of the government of the coup d’etat, and its inevitable trend 
towards brutal terror and tyranny. The indignation caused by 
these repressions attracted new nuclei of struggle and action. 

Throughout this period, likewise, there were the struggles of 
the workers, struggles which reached their highest and most militant 
levels in December, 1955 and August, 1957. The struggles of the 
workers were all the more significant in that the entire apparatus 
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of imperialism and tyranny was centered on actions to prevent 
them by means of every imaginable procedure. 

The tyranny not only guaranteed to Mujal and his accomplices 
the positions that they had usurped—thanks to the intervention 
of the state and the police—in the trade union apparatus, thereby 
buying their submission and unconditional servility, but it rein¬ 
forced them with new measures and fascist-type laws. The leading 
bodies of the C.T.C., of the federations and of most of the unions, 
bribed by the union checkoff and the assessments for retirement, 
workers’ maternity and other benefits, which gave the union leaders 
high money incomes and additional perquisites, were transformed 
into an open instrument of treason to the workers and the people, 
into an apparatus to prevent and break strikes and other struggles 
of the workers, into an agency in the unconditional service of the 
tyranny and imperialism. 

The Mujal leadership of the C.T.C., of the federations and 
many unions, was subject to O.R.I.T. and conspired with it— 
that is to say, it was subject to and conspired with the State 
Department of the Yankee imperialists, since O.R.I.T. has never 
been anything but an agency of the State Department—and carried 
on a perverse policy of ideological corruption of the workers, on 
the basis of submission to North American imperialism and of 
economism. 

The economism practiced and preached by the Mujal leader¬ 
ship did incalculable harm to the workers and to Cuba. On the 
basis of it, these corrupt people justified their submission and ser¬ 
vility to tyranny and imperialism by the cheap argument that this 
was a way of preserving imaginary advantages and privileges, 
at a time when Cuba was in a crisis to which they recommended 
that everyone should close his eyes. On the basis of economism 
they tried to cut all the aspirations of the workers down to the 
question of a few cents more or a few cents less in wages; they 
wanted to sacrifice all the principles and aspirations of the workers 
to the attaining of some special advantages for privileged groups 
of workers, in a framework for the general exploitation of the 
working class and the poor peasants. 

The Mujal leadership of the C.T.C., as we all remember, system¬ 
atically rejected all propositions made to have the C.T.C., while 
it could, promote a mobilization that would make it possible 
to solve the crisis caused by the coup d’etat. Instead of accepting 







this, the C.T.C. menaced, persecuted and helped to intervene in 
and disorganize those unions that at that time stood for a correct 
and revolutionary position of the trade union movement. In 
addition to being able to count on the unconditional services of the 
Mujal gang—which paralyzed the workers, put them off the track 
and confused them, betrayed and sold out their struggles—the 
tyranny took new reactionary measures to hinder the workers’ 
struggles. Behind the curtain of anti-Communism, which the Mujal 
gang advanced as a pretext for their treason, they threw out of 
work those workers who were members of the Party and those 
who, though not members, showed militance and revolutionary 
spirit; it prohibited Communists from holding posts in union lead¬ 
ership or even taking part in meetings and assemblies of unions. 

In the face of the conditions created within the C.T.C., the 
federations and the unions by the Mujal corruption and the 
government terror, the workers had to set up, in their places of 
work or in their unions and industries, committees for defense of 
their demands and for the democratization of the C.T.C., and later 
the National Workers’ Front (F.O.N.) and the United National 
Workers’ Front (F.O.N.U.), which represented the true workers’ 
and union point of view at every level, and which maintained the 
class revolutionary positions of the workers. 

Despite all the enormous difficulties created by government 
terror and the Mujal corruption, the strike movement of the workers 
attained great volume and had great political effect throughout 
the period of the March regime. 

Even in those cases where the workers did not present any 
political demands or put forward any slogans of this type, their 
struggles had political importance, political effect and repercussions, 
since they attacked the semi-colonial economy and brought out 
its contradictions; and likewise since the workers came up against 
the Mujal system of strikebreakers and scabs and the repressive 
organs of the government, thus bringing out the government’s 
nature and its opposition to the workers. Under the conditions 
of tyranny, any action by the workers and people to advance their 
claims hindered the pro-imperialist plans, weakened the government 
and its wretched Mujalist slaves in the trade unions. Moreover, 
the struggles which were undertaken at the outset for economic 
and social demands developed into political struggles, put forward 
slogans against the tyranny and promoted the action of various 
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strata of the people around the working class. 

This last took place, for example, in the national sugar strike 
in December 1955. This strike, as we remember, was promoted 
by the tremendous agitation developed by the Party, despite its 
illegality, and by the committees in defense of workers' demands, 
directly among the sugar workers and the working masses of the 
entire country, calling for the payment of the so-called "differ¬ 
ential” and other economic demands. 

The agitation was so intense and the principal demand had 
such mass support that the official Mujalist leaders of the sugar 
union found themselves forced to hold a meeting, approve the 
claims presented by the workers and grant a symbolic 24-hour 
strike in the maintenance department at the sugar refineries. 
However, the masses, oriented by our campaign, were not satisfied 
with symbolic and limited strikes, but conducted a real strike in 
all the sugar refineries. This strike was remarkably militant. Many 
sections of the workers outside the sugar industry joined it im¬ 
mediately. The towns near the sugar refineries or connected with 
them declared themselves dead cities. In Santa Clara and other 
places, the emboldened masses blocked traffic on the Main Central 
Highway. In some sugar towns of Camaguey and La Habana pro¬ 
vinces, the masses practically took over the situation and dominated 
it, even though they were unarmed. When they went into the 
struggle, the masses not only demanded payment of the differential 
but also called for the defeat of the tyranny. “Down with the crimi¬ 
nal government” was the slogan repeated by the masses who took 
part in the struggle on the streets. 

At Palos, for example, the assassination of the worker Berardo 
Carreras with gun butts called forth a protest demonstration of 
proportions never before seen in that small town. This strike was 
a clear example of how action for economic demands changed into 
a political action against the reactionary and tyrannical govern¬ 
ment, servant to imperialism, despite the corrupt and treacherous 
apparatus in the hands of the trade union gang serving imperialism 
and the tyranny. Other strikes were begun and developed directly 
under political demands and slogans. 

This was the case with the August, 1957, strike. This strike 
was preceded by intense agitation against the mistreatment of 
political prisoners and against the criminal terror of the govern¬ 
ment, which had been stepped up at that time. It arose spon- 






taneously to a certain extent, as a massive protest in Santiago de 
Cuba against the assassination of Frank Pais and Raul Pujol on 
August ist. 

From Santiago it began to extend to the entire Oriente Prov¬ 
ince, becoming especially strong and militant at Manzanillo. On 
the 3rd of August, the provinces of Camaguey, Las Villas and Pinar 
del Rio entered into the movement. On the 5th it embraced 
practically the entire country, when many working-class sections 
of Havana answered the call and took part in the strike. This was 
a directly political strike against the assassinations, against the 
repressions and terror, against the tyranny and its agents, and 
also one that was carried out in the face of the treasonable leader¬ 
ship of Mujalism in the trade union apparatus and of the re¬ 
pressive measures adopted by the government, especially in the city 
of Havana. 

As an example of the peasant struggles carried on in this period, 
I may mention the struggle in las Maboas, which was of great 
importance not only because of the degree of development that 
was achieved and because of its persistence, but also because 
it was a direct action against the monstrous concession made by 
the tyranny to the King Ranch, the North American cattle trust, 
which had taken over a thousand caballerias of Cuban land, from 
which the peasants who had cultivated it were brutally displaced. 
These mass struggles, even when they were conducted for partial 
economic demands, raised the political, revolutionary, anti-imperi¬ 
alist and anti-tyranny consciousness of the workers, peasants and 
all the people. They did so since they brought out the anti-national 
and anti-labor role of the tyranny and its trade union lackeys, 
since they revealed the activity of imperialism, since they showed 
the cruel and reactionary character of the latifundists and of 
latifundism as an institution, and since they showed that it was 
necessary to proceed to basic economic and social solutions, not 
merely political ones, really to solve the country’s crisis. All these 
mass struggles by the workers, peasants, students and other sections 
of the people were blows at imperialism and the tyranny, under¬ 
mined its power, cut the ground away from under its feet, and 
helped the cause of dislodging Batista and his robbers, war criminals 
and trade union flunkeys. 

On the basis of our experience in the 1933 revolution in par¬ 
ticular, we expected that the mass struggle would reach a higher 
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and higner level and develop until there was a great long general 
strike that would lead to the overthrow of the tyranny. This 
prospect was not mistaken, even though it was not achieved. 

The general strike prepared for the first days of April 1958 
could, with the armed support of the Sierra, have led to the defeat 
of the tyranny if it had been developed with the correct method 
and the necessary unity and coordination among the revolutionary 
sectors. The general strike did not take shape; it was sabotaged 
by certain elements, even though all the conditions were present 
for its development and triumph. 

We had correctly planned, far in advance, for the prospect 
that the mass struggles, under the conditions created by the tyranny, 
would develop until they reached the phase of armed struggles 
or armed popular insurrection. But over a long period we did 
not take practical steps to promote these prospects. The prospect 
that such struggles, including the prolonged general strike, would 
end up in general armed insurrection, was envisaged as something 
that could take place spontaneously. We did not prepare properly, 
we did not organize or instruct or arm cadres far enough in 
advance for them to prepare and develop that prospect. That was 
our failure. 

It is a historic merit of Fidel Castro—although at that time 
he did not give enough attention to other aspects of the struggle— 
that he prepared, organized, trained and developed the fighting 
elements needed to begin and carry on the armed struggle as the 
means of overthrowing the tyranny and opening the way to the 
Cuban revolution. The armed struggle, begun by a little nucleus 
of guerrillas and by the action of armed groups in Santiago de Cuba, 
developed from that of small guerrilla bands which grew into 
columns and then into the Rebel Army, and became the decisive 
means for overthrowing the tyranny and establishing the revolu¬ 
tionary power. 

But even though the armed struggle was a decisive means for 
achieving the overthrow of the tyranny and the triumph of the 
revolution, we should not underestimate the role played by the 
other forms of struggle, which cooperated in achieving these ends. 
The constant struggles, large and small, which were carried on in 
the cities and fields, outside of the field of military operations, 
and the agitation which went along with them, kept the repressive 
forces of the government in check, prevented them from con- 
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centrating against the guerrillas, politically influenced many mem¬ 
bers of the army and the police, disorganizing these forces and 
tending to paralyze them. The actions and mobilizations of every 
type, in city and country, cooperated effectively in helping the 
Rebel Army to defeat the offensives of the army of the tyranny 
and finally to win the battle for revolutionary power. 

Let us take, for example, the campaign of boycotting the 
elections of November 1958. The boycott, carried out in coordina¬ 
ted action of the command in the Sierra with the movement in the 
city, proved so effective that the government could not hide its 
consequences. The absence of voters at the polls paralyzed the 
government and its old military leaders, gave them a defeatist 
mentality and undoubtedly precipitated their final downfall, show¬ 
ing that they lacked any support in the nation. 

As soon as the first combat groups were established in the 
Sierra, we tried to give them all possible aid. One outstanding and 
widely publicized case was a letter we sent to all the opposition 
parties, shortly after the Gramma landing, asking them to carry 
out joint or separate actions “to hold back the murderous hand 
of the government and prevent it from using its superior force 
to exterminate Fidel Castro and his comrades.” The case of this 
letter became widely known because Batista’s police seized it in a 
raid on the law office of Pelayo Cuervo, and had it published 
in all the censored press. Practical aid grew and broadened in the 
course of the struggle. The cooperation included the organization 
of supplies, communications, medical attention and the diffusion 
of propaganda, and went up to the recruiting of combatants. 

Yaguajay was started as a new guerrilla base in the center of 
the island and played in important role in the reception of the 
invading column commanded by Camilo Cienfuegos, a column 
with which it joined to form a single fighting unit. Guerrilla 
bases were also created in the west, in Pinar del Rio. At the end 
of 1958, guerrillas began to arrive in Matanzas and even in the 
province of La Habana. The collapse of the tyranny put an end 
to the rapid spread of the guerrilla movement throughout the 
island. This spread had been made possible by the successes achieved 
in all of Oriente province and in the Las Villas theater of opera¬ 
tions, under the supreme leadership of Fidel Castro, with his 
commanders Raul Castro, Juan Armedo, Ernesto Guevara, Camilo 
Cienfuegos, and others. 
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In this way the armed struggle proved to be the decisive means 
of the Cuban people to defeat the tyranny and achieve the triumph 
of the revolution. Experience showed that it was possible, in 
the conditions of our country, to organize the armed battle 
of the guerrillas in combination with the struggles in city and 
country, to develop the guerrillas until they were organized in a 
rebel army and to defeat the armed forces of the tyranny, which 
were advised by a North American military mission and which 
had available to them the bombs, airplanes, tanks and cannon 
that the United States had given them. 

Under the tyranny, the mass struggle necessarily developed 
as opposition to the government, since the government, being a 
tool of the imperialists, the latifundists, the sugar magnates, the 
big importing firms, the bandits and adventurers, was in opposition 
to the aspirations of the nation, the hopes of the workers, peasants, 
professionals, students, craftsmen, and others, and tried by every 
means—by repression and by the actions of the Mujal gang—to 
impede and crush the mass struggle, to block its requests and 
demands. 

Under these conditions, the struggles had to take place against 
the violence used by the government; the strikes and protests 
were prolonged, production was reduced, traffic was interfered 
with, the conflict was broadened in every possible way. In the 
struggle, the authority of the tyranny and its Mujal agents was 
the enemy of the people; its spokesman were allied with the 
exploiters of the nation, they were allies and servants of the 
exploiters of the workers, the peasants and all the people. 

Since the establishment of the revolutionary power, the meaning 
of the mass struggle—its forms and relationships with the govern¬ 
ment and authority—has changed radically. This power, which 
has been changing and becoming more revolutionary ever since 
it was established, since it is an anti-imperialist and anti¬ 
latifundist government, since it is a government of the popular 
progressive classes, is not opposed to the aspirations of the masses, 
but works to put them into effect and carry them forward. Under 
these conditions the masses mobilize to support and reinforce 
the revolutionary power; they look for ways in which, along with 
the government of the revolutionary authority, to solve the prob¬ 
lems that inevitably and necessarily arise and must arise. They 
try to prevent conflict from leading to paralysis or delay or 
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decreases in production; they seek ways in which to resolve con¬ 
flicts and to prevent them from spreading. 

Today, under the revolutionary power, it is not the workers 
and peasants who are interested in creating conflicts that would 
interfere with production, distribution and transportation, but the 
old latifundists, the big landowners, the imperialist countries, the 
great exploiters, the Mujalists and the servants of those whose 
properties had to be confiscated. These are the people today that 
try to foment and provoke conflicts, who seek to sabotage pro¬ 
duction, distribution and transporation, and who, when they have 
some position or responsibility, try deliberately to irritate the 
masses, and create discontent and indignation. 

Today, therefore, our efforts to promote mobilization of the 
masses are oriented in the direction of making this mobilization 
serve totally the purpose of strengthening the revolutionary power 
and meeting the revolutionary tasks, both with respect to economic 
activity and in relation to social changes, to the armed defense of 
the country and the revolution, and to the upsurge of popular 
culture. In both situations, what should be stressed is that the 
entire activity of the Party is always oriented toward the masses, 
that we try to get the masses themselves to act, that we are 
engaged in convincing the masses, in bringing them our points 
of view, forged by Marxist-Leninist principles, as a guide to 
their creative action. 

The imperialist and reactionary regime tries to prevent any 
action or mobilization of the masses. The revolutionary regime, 
by its very nature, stimulates mass action and mobilization. The 
orientation toward the masses is fundamental for revolutionary 
development, both before and after the triumph of the revolution. 
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Unity in the Struggle against the Tyranny 
and the Development of the Revolution 


In the denunciation that we made at the outset of the coup 
d’etat, we called for setting up unity of action of all the forces and 
elements that opposed it from any point of view that was in any 
way democratic and progressive. We called for unity to fight the 
coup d’etat and government it had established, and to defend the 
demands for a democratic solution to the Cuban crisis. We realized 
that what had made the reactionary and pro-imperialist coup 
d’etat possible had been the division that had developed in the 
popular forces and in the working class. This was due to the 
application of the policy of exclusion and persecution of Com¬ 
munists dictated by Yankee imperialism under the cover of the 
cold war, to the abandonment of the promises of revolutionary 
development of the principles of the Constitution and the prin¬ 
ciples of administrative honesty, and finally to the tolerance 
toward the activity of gangster groups. 

The division of the working class and the imposition largely 
by force in the leading posts in the trade union movement of 
opportunists and treasonable gangs like that of Mujal, whose prin¬ 
cipal occupation was to obtain personal profit, to occupy positions 
and enrich themselves by any means, was one of the decisive 
conditions that facilitated and made possible the coup d’etat. 

The Yankee imperialists who promoted the coup d’etat had a 
servile lackey in Mujal, and knew that they could count on him, 
thanks to his political association with the Prio government. 

Those effecting the coup knew that on the one hand Mujal and 
his gang were so discredited that they would be wiped off the 
slate, if they were left alone without the state and political pro¬ 
tection and the workers were permitted freedom of assembly and 
election; and they knew that, on the other hand, it would be 
enough to offer them protection in their posts, perquisites and 
sources of enrichment to have them bend completely in support 
of the coup d’etat and serve the government of the coup d’etat. 

If the working class had been united, and if as a result the 
leadership of the trade union apparatus had been in revolutionary 
hands with honest leaders—leaders true to their class who would 
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be able to sacrifice themselves for their principles, who would 
despise perquisites, position and personal advantages, who would 
be ready for anything to defend the collective interests, both 
those of the working class and those of the nation as opposed to 
imperialism—it is likely that the men of the coup d’etat would never 
have dared to strike the blow, or if they had tried, they would have 
been routed. It has been proven by the entire experience of our 
country that the division of the popular forces and the working 
class, and the rule of opportunist, reformist and corrupt leaders, 
facilitates and favors the maneuvers, coup d’etats, and advances of 
the imperialists and reactionaries, the maintenance or the restora¬ 
tion of semi-colonial regimes imposed from abroad, the rapacious, 
extreme exploitation of the nation, of the workers and of the 
entire people. 

The motto of the imperialists, of the sell-out governing class, of 
the reactionaries and exploiters of every kind is: Divide and Rule. 
In logical contradiction, the maxim of the revolutionaries, of the 
representatives of the workers, peasants and the people generally, 
the maxim of the Marxist-Leninists, is: Unite to Triumph over the 
enemies of the nation, the people and the toiling masses. This 
maxim guided all our activity against the tyranny, and has guided 
and guides today all our activity in the course of the revolution, its 
triumph and its development. 

Speaking in class terms, when we made our proposals for unity 
among the various parties, we sought to bring together the working 
class and all the toiling masses, to forge a firm alliance between 
workers and peasants, to unite these classes with the urban petty 
bourgeoisie and to achieve cooperation with those sectors of the 
national bourgeoisie that objectively clashed with imperialism and 
opposed it. What we wanted was to form a unity of all the popular 
forces—the working class, the peasants, the urban petty bourgeoisie 
and the national bourgeoisie—on the basis of a clear program of 
struggle against tyranny and imperialism, and for basic solutions 
of the Cuban crisis, such as the agrarian reform, industrialization, 
economic independence, improvement of living and working condi¬ 
tions for the workers and peasants, eradication of racial discrim¬ 
ination, honesty in government, an independent foreign policy 
for peace, relations and friendship with all peoples, etc. 

The most difficult problem in building unity was that the 
leaderships of a number of parties who opposed the tyranny were 




also divorced from their social base, from the very masses that 
had followed them, that they fell into passivity and entered into 
negotiations with tyranny and sustained the Platt Amendment* 
policy. The union that we need has been and is being fought, with 
all the means at its disposal, by the Yankee imperialists, by tyranny, 
by the war criminals and the runaway robbers, by the latifundists, 
by the privileged groups, the traitors and all the enemies of the 
revolution. 

The arguments and maneuvers used by these forces to combat 
union and impose division have been and are most varied: repres¬ 
sion and special persecution of various groups, offers of privileges 
or advantages of one type or another, special campaigns of insult, 
introduction of agents-provocateurs in one group or the other to 
spread discord. The principal and most systematic and most con¬ 
stantly used theme has been anti-Communism and anti-Sovietism, 
clothed in fables about geographical necessities, occidentalism, 
Pan-Americanism, defense of religion, etc. 

Just as in the last century Spain made use of the specter of the 
“black peril” to introduce divisions and hesitations in the camp 
of those who sought Cuba’s independence or fought for it, so today 
the imperialists and their lackeys use the specter of the “Com¬ 
munist peril” to introduce divisions and hesitations in the camp 
of those who are against the tyranny or fought to overthrow it, and 
they continue using it today to weaken and undermine the unity 
that is needed to support the revolution and carry it forward. 

It is not only the imperialists and reactionaries that fought the 
necessary unity. It was also fought by those elements who fear 
North American imperialism, those who believe that it is not 
possible to meet imperialism head-on and defeat it, but that we 
have to act in accordance with it and diplomatically, so that it 
will “permit” us to do this or that—those who, therefore, tend 
to submit to imperialism, to act under a mental Amendment, to 
reconcile themselves to imperialism and to come to terms with it. 
Since Yankee imperialism calls for anti-Communist attitudes, these 
elements put forward, before everything, as the “reason” for their 
actions, anti-Communism and anti-Sovietism. In the struggle against 
the tyranny, we constantly came up against the anti-unity action 
of these elements who were active at the head of the bourgeois 


• The Platt Amendment committed the U.S. by treaty in 1903 to intervene if Cuban inde¬ 
pendence was "threatened/' 
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parties and who were in the opposition to the coup d’etat and the 
Batista government. 

At the beginning, the main theme of propaganda against unity 
was that all agreements betwen parties or political organizations 
were “politicians’ ” agreements and had to be rejected. On the 
basis of this false thesis, some people did not want to accept 
agreement between organizations, and took in the “politician” ele¬ 
ments, with the result that as soon as the first crisis came along, 
these elements turned into a factor of paralysis and demoralization, 
a factor of disorganization and confusion in the organization 
itself. It is our experience that with weak and vacillating and 
unreliable elements agreements can be made, but they can never 
be admitted into the organization. A revolutionary organization 
has to be made up of solid, revolutionary elements, who can react 
to any circumstances in a revolutionary way, in conformity with 
the program of the organization. That is the only way it will be 
really strong and will be able to combine with other forces while 
keeping its independence, not allowing itself to be put off the track 
or to lose its own character. 

Against the false thesis, which opposed the union that was 
necessary in the early days of the tyranny, we presented a clear 
and understandable argument. 

We said: There is no doubt that there are politicans’ agree¬ 
ments. In Cuba we have had many examples of that kind. But 
there are also pacts and agreements that are not politicians’ agree¬ 
ments but are revolutionary, progressive and democratic. That 
too has been shown by the history of Cuba. 

After the first period, there was a phase in which agreements 
were made outside of Cuba, in cities in Canada, North America 
and Latin America, which covered programs limited to political 
and institutional objectives, programs from which our party was 
excluded, in conformity with the anti-Communist policy laid down 
by Washington. 

We denounced pacts of this kind as well. We showed how 
petty and limited their programs were, that they could not offer 
any clear prospect of solving the crisis of Cuba. We showed that 
even when these agreements were made in the name of unity of 
the forces opposing the tyranny, they were divisive, because they 
excluded the Marxist-Leninist party of the working class, without 
which there could be no possibility of a reliable and effective 
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unity as a weapon for overthrowing the tyranny and solving the 
Cuban crisis. 

Montreal, Miami and Mexico failed in their first years, without 
leaving a trace. Later there came a peculiar form of relationship, 
a sort of entente between various parties and political organiza¬ 
tions of the opposition guided by bourgeois thinking, in the Society 
of Friends of the Republic (S.A.R.). 

The S.A.R. collected the opinions of the parties in question, 
then talked to the government and then came back to meet with 
the parties again. Their activities were almost always dominated 
by tendencies in favor of a deal, by the orientation of reaching an 
agreement with the government that would lead to a “transition 
to regular institutions” without changing the situation in the 
country in any substaintial way. Accordingly, S.A.R. opposed the 
union of the people, and excluded the Popular Socialist Party 
from its meetings and negotiations, and likewise opposed mas-, 
struggle and mobilization, which could have wrested basic conces¬ 
sions from the government, which were capable of leading to its 
overthrow, or which could have ended in its direct overthrow. 

In the face of these activities and attitudes of S.A.R., we, while 
denouncing the deal and showing how- petty and ineffective its 
"program” was, called on it to further the real unity of the people, 
its mobilization and its combative action for objectives that would 
signify effective solutions and not deals. 

The tyranny naturally protected the activities of S.A.R., because 
that was in its favor, since, while waiting for the result of conver¬ 
sations and negotiations from above, they preached a truce and 
passivity from below, calling for nothing to be done and impeding 
mobilization and action by the people. 

Despite our exclusion from S.A.R., we never allowed ourselves to 
be isolated. Our voice was always heard, always directed to the 
masses, even though the letters were sent to S.A.R. and the parties 
meeting with it. 

The only time that S.A.R. called a meeting, with the hidden 
purpose of getting public opinion to favor the partial elections 
that the government offered it, we decided to take part, and to get 
masses to go to it in order to frustrate the purpose of its organizers 
and to convert it into an action against the government and for 
genuine solutions. This act brought out the masses’ repudiation 
of partial elections and any deal with the government that would 
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not bring about the solution that the people hoped for. Our 
participation was decisive in achieving this objective. In our 
meeting, all militants and elements of other organizations of the 
Left were present, including the members of the July 26th move¬ 
ment that was being born, together with the mass of the audience, 
to give the meeting a combative character, one of struggle against 
the tyranny and the deal, against imperialism and reaction. 

Another form of union took place before the 1954 elections. 
There were only two candidates in this election, Grau and Batista. 
Neither of the two could offer a way out of the Cuban crisis. 
The candidacy of Batista represented the real objective of the 
elections: to legalize the coup d’etat regime, to look for political 
support by means of a “loyal opposition” that would receive 
some public offices and prolong the tyranny that had been set 
up. Grau’s candidacy, in opposition to the coup d’etat, signified 
a return to the intrigues and crookedness of previous times. 

Under these conditions, taking into account the fact that under 
the law voting was obligatory and that many people wanted 
spontaneously to vote for Grau in order to oppose the March 
10th regime, the Party determined to give this action a correct 
orientation and make use of the election for a great demonstration 
of repudiation of the government. Consequently, we put forth 
the slogan of the “negative vote.” 

We said to the masses: Since we have to vote, let us vote against 
Batista’s tyrannical and anti-popular government. We explained 
publicly that Grau could not supply any solution; that we were 
calling not for a vote for him but for a vote against Batista, although 
the only way possible to vote against Batista under the conditions 
that had been set up was to mark a cross opposite Grau’s name. 

The slogan of the negative vote had profound repercussions 
among the masses. Under that slogan, without any agreement 
as to the directive, the masses of all tendencies and parties of the 
opposition united. 

Thanks to the participation of the Party and the state of mind 
of the masses, the meetings that Grau called in the election 
campaign became, against the will of those who had called them, 
militant mass demonstrations against the tyranny, against imperial¬ 
ism and reaction. 'The meeting at Santiago de Cuba was memorable 
in this respect. For twenty-four hours, the Party recovered its 
legality, and with the masses was master of the streets. The police 
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and the army had to keep themselves in their barracks. 

The mobilization of the masses under the slogan of the negative 
vote destroyed the imperialist-government plan for the election. 
Faced with the threat of an avalanche of negative votes, the gov¬ 
ernment found itself impelled to change the rules of the election 
and to call on Mujal to control the masses in the unions. 

At this, Grau, under the pressure of the Yankee imperialists, 
found himself obliged to withdraw, which knocked down the 
plan to “legalize” and “constitutionalize” the March 10th regime 
at the polls. Thanks to the negative vote and the mass unity 
that the slogan produced, the farce of November 1954 did not 
improve but worsened the situation of the tyranny. 

In this case the unity of the masses was built in the course of 
action, without any kind of agreement with the leaders of the 
opposition parties, but rather criticizing their weaknesses, their 
attitude and their policy. Grau, despite his eleventh-hour with¬ 
drawal, did not come out any better than did Batista. We worked 
not only for the unity of the political organizations and the masses 
in the parties to bring about coordinated action against the tyranny 
and for democratic and progressive solutions, but we also, and 
especially, worked for the unity of the workers organized in trade 
unions. 

The unity of the working class has been and is a basic pro¬ 
position of our Party, since the working class is the most revolu¬ 
tionary class of present-day society. It is the class that can group 
around itself all the other progressive, anti-imperialist, and revolu¬ 
tionary classes and elements, the class that goes all out in the 
patriotic, democratic, national-liberation and popular agrarian 
advanced revolution, since it is not held back by any form of 
property. It is the class that marches toward socialism, in which 
there will be a definite and lasting solution and an end to all the 
contradictions, wretchedness and crisis of the society dominated by 
imperialism, latifundism and capitalism. 

An important aspect of the battle for working class unity is the 
battle for trade union unity and for a correct, unified, class, 
revolutionary orientation of the trade union movement. Under the 
conditions of the tyranny, we carried on the struggle for trade 
union unity and for such an orientation of the trade union move¬ 
ment. We did so, in the first place, by keeping up a constant, unin¬ 
terrupted, insistent denunciation of the Mujal gang, of its pro- 
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imperialist ideology, of its treason to the nation, to the people and 
to the workers, of its anti-democratic and gangster methods, of its 
servile subordination and its unlimited support to the tyranny. 
We did so, in the second place, by fighting to stay within the unions, 
despite all the fascist steps taken to deprive Party members of that 
right, and making use of the slightest occasions to present proposi¬ 
tions corresponding to the situation, to the needs of the masses, 
and to the state of mind of the masses. And we did so, in the third 
place, by organizing committees in factories and unions made up 
of unified and revolutionary elements of the various political and 
trade union tendencies, to defend the claims of the workers, be¬ 
trayed by the Mujalists, and to promote democratization of the 
unions and the removal of its false and treasonable leaders. 

Following along these lines, the Committees for the Defense of 
Workers’ Claims and for Democratization of the CTC were org¬ 
anized, and played a great part in the organization of a series of 
working-class strikes, and particularly the sugar strike in December 
1955 - 

When the FON (National Workers’ Front) was formed at the 
initiative of the July 26th Revolutionary Movement, it became 
necessary to struggle for coordination of this new apparatus with 
the Committee for Demands, which was finally achieved with the 
formation of the FONU (National United Workers’ Front). This 
played an important part in the closing phases of the struggle 
against the tyranny, and in particular in the general strike in 
January, 1959, called at the public request of Fidel Castro to 
head off the compromise maneuvers to set up governments of 
Supreme Court justices or military juntas, launched at the time 
of the flight of Batista, his ministers and his generals. 

In the same way in which we sought unity of the workers within 
the trade union movement, under honest leaders who were for 
unity, faithful to their class, anti-imperialist and revolutionary, we 
secured the unity of the various sectors of the people in their 
own organizations. We worked tirelessly to unite the peasants in 
associations of their own, directed by themselves and not by the 
owners of latifundia or of haciendas or by their agents. We favored 
every step taken to unite the students in single associations, and 
to give those associations correctly oriented, revolutionary dir¬ 
ectives. We likewise supported the same kind of tendencies in the 
organizations of women, youth, professionals, intellectuals, the 
Negro masses, etc. 
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During the armed struggle, popular unity was built in the ranks 
of the Rebel Army, in combat. Fidel Castro opened the ranks 
of the Rebel Army to all those who wanted to fight, arms in hand, 
against the tyranny and for the revolution. We supported this 
determination with all our force, because it formed a unity on 
higher and more revolutionary bases, because it furthered the 
union of the entire people—as it was achieved with the rout of the 
tyranny—around the Rebel Army, first, and the revolutionary 
government, afterwards, when it had cleared itself of Plattists 
and backward forces. 

In the province of Las Villas, in the South, there operated 
the armed forces of the March 13th Revolutionary Directory and 
of the Second Escambray National Front, and in the North, two 
separate guerrilla forces. The arrival of the columns headed by 
Camilo Cienfuegos and Ernesto Guevara, coming from the Sierra 
Maestra, after going through the extensive Camaguey plain, made 
possible the realization in practice of the unity or fusion of all 
the forces under the supreme command of Fidel. This fighting 
unity, despite the fissures and threats that occurred in the first 
days of triumph over the tyranny, guaranteed the forward march 
of the revolution without factional fights, guaranteed that im¬ 
perialism and reaction could not count on the support of any 
revolutionary group to create a split and fight the revolution by 
means of the revolutionists themselves. 

Vt the same time that a new and higher unity was being forged 
within the Rebel Army and around it, attempts were made to 
arrive at agreements between revolutionary parties and organiza¬ 
tions. Thus, the Miami Pact was signed, which we denounced and 
Fidel repudiated. Then came the Caracas Pact, which could not be 
given final form, as had been intended, in a meeting of all the rep¬ 
resentatives of parties and organizations on the free territory of the 
Sierra. The tyranny fell before this step could be taken. Unity 
was formed without written agreements between organizations, 
around the Rebel Army and the Revolutionary Government. These 
applied and made a reality, with the active cooperation of all the 
revolutionary forces, of the patriotic and anti-imperialist program 
of the nation, of the democratic, anti-latifundist and progressive 
program of the Cuban people. 

After the establishment of the revolutionary power, the struggle 
for unity, coordination or cooperation of all the revolutionary 
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and popular forces entered a new phase. This unity, coordination 
and cooperation necessarily had to take form around the revolu¬ 
tionary power and to defend the revolution and drive it forward. 

Some comrades did not understand this question fully. Some 
comrades did not understand the radical political changes that the 
revolution had introduced. They did not understand the historical 
breakdown of a number of parties and their real disappearance 
from the life of the country. They believed that the earlier forms 
and elements continued to be in effect, and they fell into such 
errors as calling meetings and forming committees with elements 
of this kind. 

The objective of the struggle for unity continues to be the same: 
to unite the working class firmly, to forge an alliance between 
workers and peasants and union with the urban petty bourgeoisie, 
as the fundamental forces of the revolution at its present stage of 
development, and to attract those sectors of the national bourgeoisie 
that are prepared to stand up firmly to imperialism. 

Up to the present time the realization of this objective has 
depended primarily on the correct coordination, the cooperation, 
we could say the fusion, of the conscious revolutionary forces in a 
single general movement, under the leadership of Fidel Castro. 
Important steps in the direction of unity have already been taken 
in the trade union movement, which is vigorously cleansing itself 
of any Mujalist elements remaining in its leadership, which is 
eliminating the methods, the routines, the ideologies and the be¬ 
havior of Mujalism, and which is forming and training a leadership 
made up of conscious, revolutionary, honest elements who are for 
unity and are ready to reject the perquisites, the offices and ad¬ 
vantages that the opportunist elements sought. 

Equally important have been the steps taken in the agrarian 
movement, in the expansion and strengthening of the associations 
that coordinate and collaborate with INRA (the National Ins¬ 
titute of Agrarian Reform) in putting the agrarian reform into 
effect, in furthering cooperatives, in achieving the plans of pro¬ 
duction, in organizing and training the militia, and in an adequate 
solution of the hundreds of small problems that rise from day to day 
in rural life. We should also stress the progress of unity among the 
youth with the decisions taken at the last Congress of Socialist 
Youth, in the organization of the Young Rebels and the creation 
of Youth Brigades of Voluntary Work. Likewise, the unity of the 
women and of the students is going forward, as is the organization 
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of the Negro people in interracial as well as their own organizations. 

This progress in the unity of the masses is the best guarantee of 
the Cuban Revolution, of its unbreakable firmness and its con¬ 
tinued advance. 


Evaluation of the Significance of 
July 26, 1953 


In making this brief report on the path that our Party lias 
taken since its Seventh National Congress, an evaluation must 
be given of the significance of July 26, 1953. Seen in perspective, 
the fundamental result of July 26, 1953 is that it initiated a basic 
change of quality in the Cuban situation. The attack on the 
Moncada Barracks, a deed of heroism and valor, combined with the 
attack on the Bayamo Barracks, carried out by a hundred deter¬ 
mined youth, organized, trained and led by Fidel Castro, was not 
conceived of as a classic coup de main or putsch, despite the forms 
that it actually took. Its purpose was not to capture the government 
but to start a revolution. 

For this reason it was not made against Camp Columbia, 
now Ciudad Libertad (Freedom City), or any other fortress 
in Havana, but against a barracks full of arms at the end of 
the Island, capture of which would have made it possible to arm the 
people and form a center of revolutionary struggle. It was not 
an action that was attempted out of relationship with the existing 
real situation. It was based on the nation’s general repudiation 
of the coup d’etat of March 10th and of the government it had 
established, it was based on the crisis of the entire semi-colonial 
structure, on the increasing discontent of the unemployed, the work¬ 
ers, the farmers, all the sectors and classes of society in general, in¬ 
cluding the bourgeoisie, due to the effects of the stagnation of Cu¬ 
ban economy that had ended by having us produce the same amount 
of sugar in 1953 as in 1930, when our population was half as large. 

With all this, there was not at that time any visible situation 
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of revolutionary crisis. In July 1953, the mass movement had not 
reached sharp and explosive forms of struggle. 

The organizers of the attack on the Moncado Barracks took 
this into account. Their action was taken in the conviction that 
it could release the wave of revolution throughout the country. 
They counted on taking the Moncado Barracks, immediately 
cutting the bridges over the railroad and the highway, occupying 
the airport, capturing the radio stations, forming a people’s army 
and appealing to the people with a program that they would 
immediately start to put into effect in the region under their 
control—a program to benefit the unemployed, the workers, the 
peasants, the professionals, the city middle classes, etc., with the 
goal of promoting revolutionary mobilization of all the sectors. 
Although the plan failed in its purpose of taking the barracks, 
and that was virtually inevitable, and although it was unable to 
promote an immediate wave of revolution, its long-term results were 
a strategic triumph and, as we have said, initiated a qualitative 
change in the Cuban situation at that time. 

What was the strategic triumph of the assault on the Moncada 
Barracks, and what change in quality did it initiate in the Cuban 
situation at that time? The strategic triumph and the beginning 
of the change of quality in the Cuban situation at that time 
consisted in the fact that the attack on the Moncada Barracks 
in the first place brought onto the national political scene a youth 
ful group of leaders, decided partisans of revolutionary action and 
ideology; secondly, it heightened the will to armed action as a 
means of getting rid of the tyranny; and in the third place, the 
tyranny, faced with revolutionary action, dropped its mask, res¬ 
orted to unconcealed crime, and took, as the principal basis for 
maintaining its power, to intensified terror and the most cruel 
and bloody repression. 

Let us see this in its details. Following the attack on the Moncada 
Barracks, the political group that had most influence on the petty 
bourgeoisie (and on the students in the first place) was the 
Orthodox Party. The coup d’etat had brought about a crisis 
and division within the Orthodox Party, due to the fact that on 
the one hand, in order to reject agreements with other political 
forces, it had admitted into its ranks and given leading posts to 
old politicians, the very same ones with whom “they did not 
want” to make agreements. On the other hand, because of the 
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inability of its leaders to meet the new situation that had been 
created and to make adequate and revolutionary response to a 
reactionary military coup, steps had been taken more against 
its possible triumph in the June elections than against the existing 
government whose terms was nearing its end. 

Neither this party nor any of the factions into which its official 
leaders divided were able to head any serious action against the 
tyranny. It was a party for taking “dignified” attitudes, for wait¬ 
ing and for making appeals to the OAS and for preaching moral 
rejection, but not a party for revolutionary struggle under the 
adverse conditions of the domination of the tyranny. Because of 
this, its influence was an obstacle in the way of mobilizing the 
popular masses to active struggle and revolutionary action against 
action, since its principal leaders cultivated anti-Communism, 
the tyranny; it was likewise an obstacle to the unity of the people’s 
with Plattist criteria. 

Although Fidel Castro and the majority of those who followed 
him in the attack on Moncado were nominally members of the 
Orthodox Party, or considered themselves as such, their action in 
and of itself was a break with the line of passivity of the Orthodox 
Party and with the platform of merely formal changes that the 
Party had officially adopted as its program in opposition to the 
tyranny. 

The action of Moncada created a new center of political attrac¬ 
tion for the urban petty bourgeoisie, for various workers, farmers 
and other sections of the people, and brought to a position of 
leadership a new group with an emphasis of program that differed 
from that of the leaders of the Orthodox Party—a group that had 
an active, revolutionary tactic, that was not afraid of sacrifice or 
armed action, that did not feel it had to subordinate itself to 
'Washington or meet the line of the State Department. From the 
attack on the Moncada Barracks came the constitution of the 
July 26th Revolutionary Movement which took the place of the 
Orthodox Party, and which finally, with the Granma landing 
and the action of the Sierra, eliminated the Orthodox Party from 
the Cuban political scene, to the great advantage of the cause 
of the revolution and its advance. 

The old leaders were left behind and lost their influence on the 
masses, while the new leaders, young, revolutionary and determined 
to bring to completion the economic and social changes that the 
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situation of Cuba demanded, came to the fore, thanks to their 
action and to their support of the program of those who survived 
the attack on the barracks. It was this group of leaders that pre¬ 
pared, organized and brought to Cuba the Granma expedition 
which despite its virtual destruction at the outset, gave rise to the 
long, armed guerrilla struggle that developed after it had become 
the Rebel Army, the principal instrument of the defeat of the terror 
and the establishment of the revolutionary power. 

At the head of this group of leaders from the first day on was 
Fidel Castro, who is and who deserves to be the leader of the 
revolution. The great historic merit of Fidel was that while 
he recognized the essential point of the immediate revolutionary 
program, he saw the possibilities of armed struggle as a means 
to destroy the tyranny and to open the road to the revolution, 
and he took the practical steps necessary to organize and develop 
that armed struggle, based on the mobilization, the unity and the 
struggle of the masses in the cities and in the fields in which the 
battles were not yet taking place. This he was able to do despite 
the initial defeat and the prospect of a long struggle until attain¬ 
ment of the decisive victory over the army of the tyranny and its 
imperialist advisors. 

Fidel is the undoubted organizer of the armed revolutionary 
struggle against the tyranny. The initial defeat did not lead him 
to abandon arms, but rather gave him experience to organize 
them better. The tenacity of Fidel Castro kept the guerrillas’ 
courage up in the first difficult period and won the support 
first of the masses of farmers and farm workers, and then of the 
entire people. 

His correct revolutionary understanding made it possible to 
transform the guerrillas into the Rebel Army, in whose ranks all the 
fighters against the tyranny merged, and whose action made it the 
center of the struggle of the entire Cuban people against the vile 
regime that was strangling it. His correct revolutionary understand¬ 
ing enabled him, in the hard and instructive experience of bloody 
and difficult battle, to see the essential truth as to who was an 
enemy of the revolution and who was its friend, the truth as to 
the social classes and their role, the truth as to the way in which 
to move the revolution forward, the truth as to its immediate 
goals and its ultimate aims. Fidel Castro is that very rare instance 
in Latin America, among men of his social origin, in that once 
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he had achieved power he did not bend before or get frightened 
at the offensive of imperialism, nor did he deny his previous 
revolutionary statements. On the contrary, he developed toward 
the Left, he became more radical with each experience, and he 
merged with the popular masses (especially the farmers and 
workers) and fulfilled and developed the program of the revolution. 


Five Outstanding Characteristics of 
the Cuban Revolution 


In presenting here a short balance sheet of the development 
of the Cuban Revolution, it will be well to put down some of its 
essential characteristics which we have emphasized since the first 
days of January, 1959. 

The first and most outstanding characteristic of the Cuban 
Revolution is that the battle of the Rebel Army was the principal 
and decisive means for achieving the defeat of the pro-imperialist 
tyranny. The other means and forms of struggle employed by the 
masses of workers, peasants, office workers, professionals, students, 
women and the people in general, in city and country, outside 
the theater of armed combat, played an auxiliary role to the 
armed struggle, and contributed to the January 1st victory. The 
general strike that followed January 1st, despite what has been 
said, was decisive in completing the victory, since it blocked the 
effort to put a compromise government in the place of the tyranny 
and made it possible for the rebel forces to occupy all the military 
fortifications of Havana without firing a shot. 

The fact that the armed struggle was the principal and decisive 
means for defeating the tyranny has been of great importance 
in the speed of development of the revolution, since it made it 
possible to disband the armed forces of the tyranny, its officers 
and cadre, as well as the professional troops, and to set up new 
armed forces, with a new spirit and a new otulook, with the 
revolutionary forces of the Rebel Army as the central nucleus. 

The existence from the beginning of a new revolutionary army, 
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consisting principally of armed peasants and workers, made it 
possible for the revolution to go forward at a tempo and with a 
certainty that would not have been possible in any other way. 
The fact that the armed struggle was the principal means of 
action of the Cuban people for the overthrow of the tyranny 
proved in practice that guerrillas can, in a long struggle, change 
into a popular revolutionary army and defeat the professional 
army, trained and supplied by the Yankee imperialists. This is 
possible because the revolutionary people’s army can have and 
hold the support of the peasants, the workers and the entire people, 
whereas the professional, reactionary, pro-imperialist army, acting 
in the service of tyrannical and reactionary governments, of foreign 
companies and the latifundists, wins only the determined opposi¬ 
tion of the entire people, the peasants and the workers. This general 
hostility, as well as the sight of the robberies, abuse and corruption 
practiced by the high officers and members of the government, 
broke down the ranks of their army and facilitated their defeat 
by the revolutionary people’s army. 

The second outstanding characteristic of the Cuban Revolution 
is that it was not confined to a change of the individuals, the 
parties or the social forces at the apex of power; that it did not 
confine itself to taking possession of the machinery of the state, but 
destroyed the entire governing apparatus of the tyranny. The 
“executive power,” Batista, his ministers, his military chiefs and 
his police chiefs fled on the morning of January ist. Congress 
was dissolved and its principal Batista representatives took the 
road of exile and conspiracy. The civil authorities, provincial 
and municipal, were removed, without exception, throughout 
the country. All the political parties that had supported Batista or 
collaborated with him were dissolved, and their leaders, can¬ 
didates, representatives, senators, mayors, city councillors and 
governors were disqualified for 30 years from holding any office 
or exercising the right to vote. 

The officers and members of the army, the police and the 
special corps of political repression that had committed or ordered 
assassinations and tortures were captured, tried and executed or 
sent to prison. The North American military mission that advised 
and trained the army and organized the espionage services and the 
political police, was discharged from its functions and sent out 
of the country. All the repressive, reactionary and anti-Communist 
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legislation was revoked, and the apparatus for applying it was 
dissolved, such as the Military Intelligence Service, the Bureau 
of Repression of Communist Activities, etc. 

The trade union leaders that the tyranny had imposed or 
maintained in the CTC, its federations and unions, that had been 
agents and servants of the reactionary government and of imperial¬ 
ism, that had opposed the revolution and devoted themselves to 
strikebreaking, to robbing and blackmailing the workers and to 
corrupting their conscience, were discharged and were declared 
ineligible to hold trade union office. 

The only element that was left standing of the government 
power of the old semi-colonial and latifundist regime was the 
court apparatus, the Supreme Court and its various dependencies, 
although for the trial of the war criminals and counter-revolutionary 
crimes, special courts were set up, which were not subject to 
the jurisdiction of the so-called judicial power, which was senile 
and anachronistic. 

In the place of the old overthrown apparatus of power, the 
revolution created new institutions and has continued to create 
them. The Council of Ministers of the Revolutionary Government, 
with the President, assumed executive power, as well as legislative 
and constitutional power. The provincial and municipal commis¬ 
sions exercise all the functions of local and provincial govern¬ 
ment. The security forces guard against counter-revolution and 
unmask its conspiracies. 

The National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INRA) and the 
Economic Planning Board exercise the authority in the fields of 
agrarian reform, production and industrialization. The National 
Bank and the Bank of Foreign Commerce control and regulate 
imports and the outgo of foreign exchange. 

The parties and revolutionary movements supported by the 
masses are the only ones that operate normally. The Constitution 
of 1940, which the tyranny had abused and trampled on, was re¬ 
established as the Fundamental Law, with substantive changes 
which authorize confiscation of the property of counter-revolution 
aries, expropriation of the lands of the latifundists without the 
requirement of advance cash payment and nationalization of the 
imperialist enterprises owned by North Americans, and which 
in general facilitate and give life to carrying out the objectives of 
the revolution. 






Some of the norms and state institutions created by the revolu¬ 
tion are already complete and we can say that they are definitive. 
Others are in a period of trial, seeking adequate forms to set up, 
suitable for organization in accordance with the long-range pur¬ 
poses of the revolution. But in everything that has been done up 
to the present, in the norms and institutions that have been 
adopted, we find the principles on which the new Cuban state, 
popular and revolutionary, must organize itself in a definitive 
manner, with political, economic and social institutions that will 
make it possible to carry the revolution forward, that will guar¬ 
antee the realization of its tasks that will not stand in their was 
or slow them down for any reason or to any extent. 

The third characteristic, which follows from all that has 
been said, is that the revolution removed some classes from power 
and installed others, that it destroyed the semi-colonial and lati¬ 
fundist regime and initiated the revolutionary regime of national 
liberation, agrarian reform and social progress. The dominant 
classes and social sectors that held state power under the aegis 
and control of the North American imperialists, their banks and 
companies, were the latifundists, the sugar magnates, the big im¬ 
porters, the adventurers who benefited from monopolies and enter 
prises set up with the money and power of the state, and other 
large-scale exploiters linked to the semi-colonial oppression of 
the country. 

With the revolution, these parasitic and anti-national classes 
fell, and national, progressive and revolutionary classes came to 
power, such as the peasants, the workers, the urban petty bourgeoisie 
and the national bourgeoisie. From January up to now, the class 
content of the revolutionary power has continued to change, but 
it can be said that in essence it is a power that represents the 
objective interests of the alliance of the workers and peasants, 
together with the urban petty bourgeoisie and the national bour¬ 
geoisie. 

The fourth outstanding characteristic, likewise implicit in what 
has been said, is that the Cuban revolution not only routed the 
tyranny but also destroyed the political rule that North American 
imperialism had exercised over the country through its authorities 
and the governors, politicians and local leaders that obeyed it. 

Behind the tyranny and above the tyranny was North American 
imperialism. This was a known fact. There were some who opposed 
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the tyranny and who hoped to eliminate it so they could take its 
place and keep the same relationship with imperialism. 

Given the conditions of Cuba, the tyranny could have been 
conquered without the disappearance of imperialist foreign dom¬ 
ination over the country. And yet, as long as that foreign domina¬ 
tion lasted, no serious economic or social reform could be com¬ 
pleted. Even more, under that domination it would have been 
impossible to maintain or consolidate the elementary democratic 
liberties that the tyranny had cruelly violated and trampled on. 

The revolution set up a power that broke the relationship of 
subordination and submission to North American imperialism, 
that claimed national sovereignty and has exercised it to the full, 
and that struggles for the economic independence of Cuba. In 
place of the pro-imperialist power, subject and subordinate to the 
United States, obedient to its orders and demands, the revolu¬ 
tion set up the new anti-imperialist power, not subject to foreign 
power, obeying only the mandate of the people of Cuba, the 
needs of national development and the advance of the revolution. 

The North American imperialists suffered a double defeat in 
Cuba in January, 1959: their military mission with its aid and 
assistance to Batista was defeated, and likewise their intention of 
setting up in power a submissive, contrived government in place 
of that which had been routed. If the Cuban Revolution had 
not routed North American imperialism, if it had not broken 
its political rule over Cuba, if it had not taken over and fully 
exercised national sovereignty, it could not even have begun the 
radical agrarian reform or have gone forward to economic and 
social change, since Yankee imperialism is the sworn enemy of 
the progress, advance and well-being of the people of Latin 
America. 

The Cuban Revolution is truthful, radical and effective because 
the revolutionary power is rigorously anti-imperialist, because the 
revolutionary power does not seek conciliation with imperialism, 
which is enemy number one of the Revolution, but on the contrary 
fights it. The fact that the Cuban Revolution routed not only 
the tyranny but also the political domination of North American 
imperialism, the fact that it has maintained itself, has developed 
and become stronger, despite the frenzied efforts of the United 
States to destroy it, is of exceptional significance to all the countries 
of Latin America. 
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The triumph and development of the Cuban Revolution, face 
to face with the imperialism of the United States, has thrown 
to the ground all theories of geographical fatalism, all the theories 
of those who pretend that the countries of Latin America, because 
they are geographically near the United States, because they are 
small and militarily weak, because they are economically depend¬ 
ent on the United States, have to live forever in submission to the 
United States and have to seek any improvement in their condition 
within the framework of that dependence, with the imperialists 
and not against them, bowing down to their criminal policy 
of war and reaction and not opposing that policy, seeking to 
ingratiate themselves with the imperialists instead of going against 
them and fighting them. 

The Cuban Revolution has shown how false are these theories, 
which only serve to cover the cowardice and treason of certain 
leaders of the bourgeoisie, who cannot go beyond timid and 
trivial reforms, which Fidel has aptly termed “mercurochrome 
band-aids.” 

Cuba is a small country, with only six million inhabitants. 
It is only a few minutes flight from the United States by military 
aircraft. Even more, it has an important North American naval 
base cutting into its territory like an assassin’s dagger. It has 
experienced the most monstrous economic deformation of a sugar 
monoculture, of an export economy which reached the 
extreme of forcing us to import ordinary foodstuffs to an extent of 
over 100 million dollars annually. Its foreign trade has been under 
the virtual monopoly of the United States. And yet despite all 
these unfavorable circumstances, Cuba has been able to make 
its revolution, to conquer the pro-imperialist tyranny, to conquer 
the North American imperialist dominion, to claim and exercise 
national sovereignty in internal and external policy, to undertake 
the radical agrarian reform that is ending the semifeudal latifundia 
and the latifundia of the North American imperialist companies, 
to establish relations with the socialist countries and march forward 
in the battle for the economic independence and industrial devel¬ 
opment of the country. 

What power does geographic fatalism have against a people 
that is rising ready for every sacrifice, which has at the head of its 
government courageous revolutionary leaders who are not afraid 
of North American imperialism and do not tremble at its threats 
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and aggressions? Geographic fatalism is a myth. It is not geo¬ 
graphic fatalism that keeps our peoples in chains and backward, 
it is not that which stands in the way of their winning their 
rights and exercising their sovereignty. If Cuba has overcome 
the North American imperialist domination, why should not the 
other countries of Latin America also be able to overcome it? 
Why should not Argentina, Brazil, Columbia and Peru, countries 
much larger and richer than Cuba, be able to conquer it? Why 
cannot the others conquer it? 

The fifth outstanding characteristic feature of the Cuban Rev¬ 
olution is that it is taking place in an epoch in which the world 
relationship of forces has turned against imperialism, an epoch in 
which the socialist camp is growing, is becoming stronger and is 
expanding, while the camp of imperialism is shrinking and getting 
weaker. This is of great importance for the Cuban revolution. 

This explains its rapid advance and its profound development 
in the field of economic and social changes. 

I his makes it possible for a small country like Cuba, in the 
immediate vicinity of the United States, but one with a resolute 
revolutionary government and a people that is firmly united 
around it, with a people that is ready to fight to the death, to stand 
up to the attacks of the most powerful imperialism in the world 
and move its revolution forward against it. 


Character, Tasks and Achievements 
of the Cuban Revolution 

It is not possible in our Congress to neglect the theme of the 
nature of the Cuban Revolution. The North American imperialists, 
the counter-revolutionaries and fugitive war criminals, the robbers 
and traitors who have gone into exile, are all fully agreed on two 
things. First, they are agreed on using each and every means, no 
matter how criminal, foul or debased, to combat and try to over¬ 
throw the revolution and the revolutionary government headed 





by Fidel Castro. Second, they agree in saying that the Cuban Revo¬ 
lution is Communist, as a justification and pretext for their criminal 
opposition to it. 

When the sworn enemies of the Cuban Revolution call it 
Communist, they are not trying to give an honest characterization 
of it; they are really trying to say that they hate it because the 
thing that they hate most is Communism. They are also trying 
to make use, against the Cuban Revolution, of the mental com¬ 
plexes that they have created with their persecutions and prop¬ 
aganda over the years, by means of which they have prevented the 
people from knowing and seeing the truth of what Communism 
is, and have made them believe that Communism is something 
evil, sinister and dangerous, against which every crime is justified. 
There are deluded people who are horrified at merely hearing 
the word Communism mentioned or at thinking that they are going 
to be called Communists. 

All those who answer this campaign of the North American 
imperialists and their servants by saying, “The Cuban Revolution 
is not Communist,” are absolutely right. 

It is certain, completely certain, that the Cuban Revolution 
is not Communist. Some others, however, caught in the mesh 
of imperialist propaganda and the anti-Communist prejudices 
that it has created, answer the false accusation that it is a Com¬ 
munist revolution with false arguments like the phrase, “It is not 
a Communist revolution, it is Cuban.” 

This is an irrelevant answer, as irrelevant as that of the father 
who when asked, “Is your daughter a pianist?” answered, “No, 
she is a Cuban as I am.” 

Communism does not refer to the nationality of the revolution 
but to its character. A Cuban revolution may be capitalist, anti¬ 
imperialist and anti-feudal, socialist or Communist, according to the 
social, economic and political doctrine that it puts into practice. 

From a certain point of view Communism is a body of prin¬ 
ciples and practices of a universal character, relating to the 
organization, development and objectives of human society, prin¬ 
ciples that can be adopted and put into effect by any people, 
by any nationality. Our revolution is not Communist, not because 
it is Cuban, but because it is not now applying Communist 
measures or laws, because it is not constructing or organizing a 
Communist regime now, because it is carrying out anti-imperialist 
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and anti-latifundist objectives, national-liberation, agrarian and 
industrial objectives that the Cuban situation calls for, by which 
it is creating the conditions for advancing toward the new tasks 
that social progress will impose on it. 

The Yankee imperialists, the counter-revolutionaries and 
traitors, do not dare to say publicly that they are fighting the Cuban 
Revolution for what it has done and what it is: for its anti¬ 
imperialism; for its unrestricted exercise of national sovereignty 
in the domestic and foreign policy of the Cuban state; because 
it trades with all countries; because it has taken over the oil 
refineries; because it is making a radical agrarian reform; because 
it is eliminating discrimination against Negroes; because it is 
promoting the organization of cooperatives; because it guarantees 
trade union democracy; because it is converting the barracks 
into schools; because it is combatting illiteracy; because it is an 
example for the other countries of Latin America. 

Since they do not dare to say that they are fighting the revolu¬ 
tion for what it is and what it is doing, they resort to the label of 
Communism, and to that they give all the weight of their lies 
and calumnies against the Cuban Revolution. 

Anti-Communism, as the past has shown, is a militant weapon 
of the imperialists and their servants against the revolution, 
against the just hopes of the peoples, of the workers, of the peasants, 
of the middle classes, of the Cubans. 

Any one that lets himself be trapped in the meshes of anti 
Communism consciously or unconsciously serves the counter-revolu¬ 
tionary, oppressive and exploiting aims of the Yankee imperialists, 
the latifundists and their servile lackeys. 

Let us come back to the subject. The Cuban Revolution is not 
a Communist revolution; it is anti-imperialist and anti-latifundist. 

It is a revolution which, by virtue of the historical tasks that it is 
meeting and solving, can reasonably be called a national-liberating 
and agrarian revolution, a patriotic and democratic revolution. 
It is a revolution that, by virtue of the class forces that support 
it and drive it forward and by the radical methods that it uses, 
may be considered as an advanced people’s revolution. It is a 
revolution, as Fidel Castro said, referring to its social content and 
its perspectives, of the lowly, by the lowly and for the lowly. 

The historical tasks that the Cuban Revolution is confronting 
and carrying out are fundamentally the following: 
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The recovery and exercise of national sovereignty as the 
expression of national independence. 

The elimination of ladfundism and other semi-feudal institu¬ 
tions, turning over the land to the farmers and farm workers, the 
organization of cooperatives and people’s shops, and the furthering 
and diversification of agricultural production, in conformity with 
the needs of the country and the objective of overcoming mono¬ 
culture. 

The recovery of the property held by those who defrauded the 
state or enriched themselves illegally under the cover of the 
government under the tyranny. 

The annulment of the one-sided concessions granted to com¬ 
panies and individuals, the recovery of the national resources 
usurped by the imperialists, and nationalization of the enterprises 
that they have used to rob and exploit the country. 

The industrialization of the country in accordance with a 
plan and with the purpose of overcoming sugar monoculture and 
achieving economic independence, as the basis and guarantee 
of the national political independence of the country has already 
been achieved. 

The elimination of the virtual monopoly that the United 
States exercised on our foreign commerce, by setting up and inten¬ 
sifying trade with all countries, including the socialist countries. 

Progressive reduction of unemployment by means of agrarian 
reform, industrialization and increased production. 

The constant improvement of the standard of living of workers, 
peasants and the entire people, by lowering prices and rents, 
increasing salaries in line with the increase of production and 
productivity, expanding social security and paid vacations, estab¬ 
lishing centers of recreation and other means. 

The elimination of racial discrimination, the full integration 
of the Cuban nation and the eradication of race prejudice. 

Realization of a true and broader democracy for the people 
with new and more real liberties. 

Development of the trade union movement, of peasant organiza¬ 
tions, of organizations of students, youth, women and professional 
people, each according to its own proper character, its internal 
democratic functioning and its adherence to the principles, goals 
and tasks of the revolution. 

The eradication of illiteracy, the multiplication of schools, 
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the extension, encouragement and elevation of progressive national 
culture and the revaluation of the written history of the country 
to eliminate the lies and distortions introduced by the North 
American imperialists, their servants and the representatives of the 
reactionary classes. 

Attention to the people’s health in order to eliminate endemic 
and epidemic diseases, to prevent disease, to improve hygiene and 
promote the sound physical development of the new generations. 

The application and development of an independent foreign 
policy, based on the most profound interests of the Cuban nation, 
on the needs of the development of the revolution, on the defense 
of peace, non-intervention and non-interference, co-existence and 
diplomatic and commercial relations with all countries. 

The reinforcement in every respect of the Rebel Army, of the 
workrs’ and peasants’ militias and of the organs of security, so 
as to guarantee the armed defense of the revolution against any 
intervention, invasion or attack by its enemies. 

7'he reinforcement and development of the revolutionary state 
as a unifying center of all the revolutionary forces and the most 
powerful instrument for carrying out the present historic tasks of 
the revolution. 

These historical tasks, by virtue of their economic and social 
content, are anti-imperialist, national-liberating, anti-latifundist, 
progressive, popular and democratic. The social classes that objec¬ 
tively have an interest in carrying out these historic tasks are the 
workers, the peasants, the middle classes in the cities and the na¬ 
tional bourgeoisie. But the motive forces of the revolution, those 
that give it power and drive it forward, are principally the workers, 
the poor peasants, and the radical sectors of the urban petty bour¬ 
geoisie. Its motive forces are the popular classes, the humble. 

The method that the revolution applied to carry out its his¬ 
toric tasks are inbued with the forms and actions and experiences 
of the proletariat; they are radical, revolutionary, effective. This 
makes the Cuban Revolution radical and advanced. 

Such is a full explanation of the characterization that we have 
given of our revolution. 
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The Revolutionary State 


As a result of the revolution the state power passed from the 
hands of the reac tionary and pro-imperialist classes to the hands 
of the popular, revolutionary and anti-imperialist classes. The new 
power, the revolutionary power, does not remain static and un¬ 
changing. On the contrary, it has changed with the advance 
and development of the revolution, as the fields of the revolution 
have been defined and its tasks have been accomplished. 

As we will remember, a peculiar situation arose in the first 
weeks of the revolution. On the one hand, Urrutia with the 
presidency and the Cabinet, in which rightist elements were pre¬ 
ponderant, the kind of elements we have qualified as backward¬ 
looking and Plattist, and whose aim was to limit and contain 
the revolution, and make it acceptable to imperialism. On the 
other hand, the real revolutionary power, Fidel with the Rebel 
Army and the mobilized popular masses, in which the Left forces 
predominated—the forces of the consistent anti-imperialists, of 
those who were in favor of pushing the revolution forward. 

The entry of Fidel into the Cabinet with the position of Prime 
Minister, on February 19, was a first basic change in the composi¬ 
tion and orientation of the government, and was the beginning 
of the merger of the revolutionary power with the Cabinet. Then, 
with the approval of radical agrarian reform, firmly directed 
against the semi-feudal and imperialist latifundia, the exit from the 
government, step by step, of the Plattists and backward elements 
was accelerated. Among these were Urrutia himself, to whom the 
revolutionary power had delivered the presidency, although he had 
no special qualifications for it, and was unable to meet the needs 
of the post and its responsibilities. 

Urrutia, a backward-looking Plattist who became a toy of the 
imperialist agents, dominated by petty considerations, was replaced 
in the presidency by a consistent revolutionary, completely iden¬ 
tified with Fidel Castro and the purposes of the revolution—Dr. 
Osvaldo Dorticos. In place of the rightist, Plattist and backward 
elements that departed, Left elements entered the Cabinet, deter¬ 
mined and consistent anti-imperialists, interested in advancing 
the revolution. Led by Fidel, it is these elements that today 
predominate and give the policy of the government its meaning 
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and orientation. This government represents and carries out the 
policy of the coalition of the proletariat, the peasantry, the petty 
bourgeoisie and the advanced sectors of the national bourgeoisie, 
a coalition that is not formal, not written, but nonetheless so real, 
so genuine, so active in the entire development of the revolution 
and in the events of every single day. Because of its composition 
it is in essence a bloc of the petty bourgeoisie, the peasants and the 
proletariat. 

Certain rightist elements of the petty bourgeoisie, dominated 
by their fear of imperialism and by Plattism, dominated by the 
desire to hold back the revolution, drift away from it, vacillate 
and come close to the positions of its enemies. 

On the other hand, the left wing of the petty bourgeoisie is 
becoming more and more radical, identifying itself fully with 
anti-imperialism. It is uniting closely with the proletariat and the 
peasantry, and its most advanced elements merge with the working 
class, with its point of view, with its program. The revolutionary 
power is not a provisional power, even though it does not yet 
have its definitive political form and institutions. The revolutionary 
power has come to stay, to carry on the revolution up to the end. 

This power will develop, will perfect itself and will adopt 
its definitive institutions as the revolution advances. The revolu¬ 
tion had, first of all, to take care of the basic problems and the 
most urgent questions, such as liquidating the apparatus and 
political institutions of the tyranny, setting up a government 
with sufficient powers to accomplish the work of the revolution and 
to undertake the agrarian reform and the changes in the economic 
structure. Later must come the political form, the parliament 
and the manner of its composition, and the means of forming the 
government, the local administrations, the administrations of 
justice, etc. These things will have to be done in such a way that 
their revolutionary content will always be guaranteed, along with 
maximum capacity to solve the real problems of the revolution. 

The Yankee imperialists, the counter-revolutionaries and re¬ 
actionaries of every kind, have been insistently calling for holding 
elections, in the hope that those elections would serve them to 
put a brake on the revolution, put obstacles in its way, revive 
the old political game, encourage personal ambitions, arouse 
oppositions and rivalries among the various revolutionary sectors, 
get rightist elements into positions from which they could disturb 
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the work of the revolutionary state, etc. 

The people en masse have opposed this claim and have rejected 
it. The people understand that the first thing to do is to solve 
the basic problems of the revolution, and then hold elections. 
The Yankee imperialists, the counter-revolutionaries and the re¬ 
actionaries of every stamp assert that there is no democracy in 
Cuba, because no elections have been held. 

Generally, in those countries where imperialism and capitalism 
dominate, elections, no matter how legal, do not reflect the true 
view of the people and do not serve to provide true democracy 
At most, this democracy formally recognizes certain political 
rights, whereas the true posts of command of society, the military 
power and the economic power, always remain in the hands of the 
enemies of the workers and of the people. 

The Cuban elections have been held, but they were elections 
of blood and struggle. The nation voted with its blood and struggle 
against the tyranny, and overthrew it. With its blood and struggle, 
the Cuban people voted for the revolutionary power and set 
up the revolutionary government and won for itself, in addition 
to the broadest public liberties, the real liberty of freeing itself 
of imperialist domination, of cutting down latifundism, of destroy¬ 
ing the semi-colonial system and structure, of constructing a new 
economy, of improving its standard of living and of increasing 
its production and productivity. 

The people of Cuba, armed in the Workers’ and Peasants’ 
Militias, is voting every day with rifle on shoulder, showing it 
is ready to defend to the death the revolution and the revolutionary 
government. The people of Cuba supports the revolutionary gov¬ 
ernment with all its strength; the revolutionary government carries 
out and realizes the will of the Cuban people, satisfies its historic 
hopes and its positive demands. This is real democracy. This is a 
real people’s government. 

What the Yankee imperialists, counter-revolutionaries and 
reactionaries hope to accomplish with premature, hurried elections 
is to take this real democracy away from the people so as to 
return to the false democracy of words and political trickery, to 
end the government of the people and set up what they had 
before, a government of the pro-imperialists, the rich men and their 
advocates. But it is clear that they would not accomplish these 
purposes with an election either. If there were elections today 
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the people would vote overwhelmingly to confirm the powers and 
functions of the revolutionary government. 

Tomorrow, when the revolution aquires its final organization, 
the people will likewise vote overwhelmingly for the revolutionary 
authority. The elections then will not be like the elections the 
imperialist Yankees, the counter-revolutionaries and the reaction¬ 
aries want, they will not be elections of politicians and tricksters, 
of bribery and deceit, of the personal self-seeking of opportunists, 
but real elections, in which the people can express their revolu¬ 
tionary will. 

The first elections that Cuba will have to hold, once the 
time comes to hold them, will be a plebiscite for a Constituent 
Assembly, to confirm the changes that have been made and 
those that have to be made in the Constitution, so that it can 
fully serve the revolution, and so that the government institutions 
that it sets up will all have the revolutionary character and 
content that they need. Every step that the Cuban Revolution 
takes should reinforce the revolutionary state and not weaken 
it in any way. Its economic powers and functions have to be 
strengthened, so that it can orient, control, direct and administer 
production, economic development and the transformation of its 
semi-colonial economic structure. 

Its powers have to be fortified for the promotion of a cultural 
revolution, of the rescue and rebirth of the national progressive 
values of our culture, so that it can raise to a higher level the 
national revolutionary consciousness of the Cuban people. Its 
powers and functions relating to the defense of the country against 
the imperialist and counter-revolutionary menaces have to be 
strengthened, in order to nullify and frustrate the criminal, 
conspiratorial work of those who want to return to the past with 
its crimes and miseries, of those who disturb and hinder the labors 
of the revolution, of those who ally themselves to the imperialists 
and who betray the revolution and the country. 


58 



The Enemies of the Cuban Revolution 


I'he description of the revolution that we have given implies 
what class forces oppose and combat it, and what class forces 
support it, defend it and move it forward—which are the forces 
favoring the revolution and which are the enemy forces. 

The enemy number one of the Cuban Revolution is, as we have 
said. North American imperialism. 

Why? In the first place, because the Cuban Revolution opposes 
the exploiting and oppressive interests of the imperialists in our 
country, because it attacks and wipes out their semi-colonial 
privileges. In the second place, because the Cuban Revolution 
is a living, inspiring example, close to the other countries of 
Latin America, in which the anti-imperialist movement is growing 
and the revolutionary ferment is boiling. It is this example 
that the North American imperialists fear most. In the third 
place, because North American imperialists have become the 
gendarmes of international reaction, the friends of all the reac¬ 
tionary, backward forces of the entire world and the enemies of 
any progressive, democratic, popular, revolutionary, socialist or 
communist movement, wherever it may take place and develop. 
In the fourth place, because imperialism by its very nature, 
by virtue of the economic, social and historical laws that govern 
it, is the sworn enemy of any revolution of national liberation, 
of any popular and progressive revolution, of any step taken 
by humanity towards socialism and communism, the stages called 
upon by historical necessity ultimately to take the place of imper- 
alism and of capitalism in all its forms and manifestations. 

The position of enemy number one of the Cuban Revolution 
that is held by North American imperialism has not been as 
obvious or demonstrated as clearly at all points during the revolu¬ 
tion. At the time of the battle against the tyranny, North American 
imperialism was in the background. For the majority of the 
country the principal enemy was the tyranny. From the practical 
point of view, the greatest conflict at that point was that between 
the tyranny and the entire people of Cuba. The tyranny was like 
a wall, which did not allow a clear view of imperialism. Actually, 
the tyranny was a sort of administrator or officer of imperialism, 
to conduct its business and keep the semi-colony in order. 
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Accordingly, to make the country see its true enemy, it was 
necessary first of all to rout the pro-imperialist tyranny and set 
up the Cuban government of national sovereignty. It was only then 
that the fundamental contradiction could be brought out, it was 
only then that the opposition of Cuba to North American imper¬ 
ialism could come into the practical foreground. 

Throughout the entire period of the tyranny, of course, and 
during the struggle against it, it became clear that imperialism 
was supporting and aiding the tyranny against the Cuban people. 
The United States was one of the first countries to recognize the 
coup d’etat government; its ambassadors gave it public support 
and declared the “validity” of the 1954 “elections,” and its press 
and news agencies gave it favorable propaganda. Nixon came 
in a visit of approval; the North American Military Mission dir¬ 
ected and trained its army of mercenaries and torturers; North 
American bombs fell on fields and cities to crush the Rebel 
Army. All this showed many people the aid that imperialism 
was giving the' Batista tyranny and laid bare the fundamental 
features of the struggle that was being waged and had to be 
waged in Cuba. 

When the tyranny had been defeated and the first efforts to 
force our revolutionary power to submit to North American 
domination had failed, the imperialist circles launched a furious 
attack against the revolution, an attack that has been increasing 
as the revolutionary laws have been approved and as the independ¬ 
ent foreign policy of Cuba has been put into effect. 

When the imperialists let loose their campaign of slanders 
against the revolution, when they sent the pirate airplanes to 
set fire to our cane fields and bombarded our sugar mills, 
when they brought traitors to Congress to make statements against 
their country before the representative agency of a foreign gov¬ 
ernment, when they cut off our oil and wiped out the sugar 
quota, when they prepared direct military intervention—then did 
they set themselves openly and completely against our countrv, 
against Cuba. As a result, the country has turned against them 
in the same way that, as Fidel has stressed, by their international 
actions they have turned the world, against them. All of Cuba has 
turned against North American imperialism. The battle for the 
revolution, since it is a battle against foreign intervention, presents 
itself now in terms of a battle for the country. For the fatherland, 
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or against the fatherland —this has come to be the alternative 
today for every Cuban. 

Naturally, Yankee imperialism is not the only force that is 
against the revolution. The latifundists, the big commercial im¬ 
porters, the exporting magnates connected with imperialism and 
latifundism, the bureaucratic and monopolistic capitalists formed 
in the heat of the tyranny and with its help—these are sectors 
that are completely and irrevocably against the Cuban Revolution. 
Alongside them, at various moments and in different degrees 
are the big city landlords, certain types of commercial speculators, 
wholesalers and jobbers, loan sharks and other exploiters who, 
although not many in number, are especially malicious and 
harmful. 

The social forces that oppose the revolution have their rep¬ 
resentatives and spokesmen in the political forces that were routed 
on January ist, in the fugitive war criminals, in the traitors and 
deserters that go into exile, in certain reactionary elements of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy, in every kind of adventurer and 
crook. 

Since the traditional parties and instruments of rule have been 
totally discredited and broken because of their identification with 
the tyranny, the enemies of the revolution resort to new organiza¬ 
tions and to the old gangs under new names to form their political 
instruments of struggle against the revolution and the revolu¬ 
tionary government. 

With incredible cynicism the war criminals, the torturers, 
the worst assassins and robbers give themselves the name of the 
“White Rose,” profaning the memory of Marti,* which is totally 
condemnatory of them, of their past and their present. The open 
terrorists and assassins, mercenaries and adventurers, adopt the 
name of “The Cross” for their gang. There are even more cynical 
and shameless traitors that adopt the name of the heroic fighter 
Camilo Cienfuegos to cover their dishonesty, their animosities 
and their crimes. Camilo Cienfuegos, to the very day of his 
death—victim of a tragic accident that hurtled his airplane into 
the sea—fought these wretches, denouncing their anti-Communism 
and destroying their treacherous maneuvers. If he were alive 
and had them within range, he would shoot every one of those 


• Jose Marti, Cuba’s foremost national hero, led the struggle for independence from Spain 
in 1895. 
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traitors that profane his name, the name of a hero beloved of the 
people of Cuba and of the combatants of the Rebel Army. 

As is natural the anti-Communist names, old and new, are 
common in the many organizations that serve as tools of imperial¬ 
ism and all the enemies of the revolution. There are even those 
who name their conspiratorial sabotage and criminal activities 
against the revolution, against the people and against Cuba 
the “Movement of Revolutionary Recovery.” 

The Aurelianos, Tony Varona, Justo Carrillo and other wretched 
traitors, proven profiteers from the power and immoralities of 
the past, use the old name of the OA, of Montecristi, etc., in 
their new activities in concert with North American imperialism 
against the Cuban Revolution. They are consciously acting against 
the revolution and against the revolutionary government, with the 
aim of restoring the imperialist North American companies to their 
privileges, of protecting the interests of the former Cuban and 
foreign latifundists, of re-establishing the rule of the Yankee State 
Department in our country, of opening the way to the return of 
the war criminals, the torturers, the Mujalists, the servile, mer¬ 
cenary newspapermen in the service of reaction and imperialism, 
such as Rivero, Zayas, Carbo and other guests of the SIP and 
the FBI. 

Such organizations are not sufficient for imperialism and other 
enemies of the revolution to fight against it. They are for the 
most part located abroad and are composed of groups that are 
often insignificant, so openly against the revolution and so directh 
identified with Washington that they cannot have any influence or 
succeed in confusing a people that is united around the revolution 
and that rejects imperialism iwth the cry of Cuba si, yanquis no! 

Accordingly, the imperialists and other enemies of the revolu¬ 
tion resort to organizations of another type, to those that can 
be presented as organizations of the Left, as very revolutionary, 
as friends and not enemies of the revolution. In that way they are 
able to spread the poisonous propaganda of misorientation, false 
slogans and false theories, by means of which they try to foment 
errors in the conduct of the revolution, leading to failure, and to 
create discontent among the masses, promote disturbances, etc., 
so as to facilitate the military attack of the counter-revolutionary 
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forces against the revolution. 

This is the role that the North American imperialists assigned 
to Rasco’s so-called “Democratic Christian Party.” It began to 
function on that basis, although even from the beginning it had 
the drawback that most of its leaders were very well known as 
enemies of the revolution. Its participation in the uprising of ex¬ 
captain Beaton, an assassin and fugitive from revolutionary justice, 
completed the liquidation of its influence in the eyes of the masses. 
Nonetheless, Yankee agents connected with the Villanova Univer¬ 
sity continued to print underground counter-revolutionary prop¬ 
aganda in the name of a Democratic Christian movement which is 
obviously neither democratic nor Christian. 

Then there began to appear in Cuba, and not by accident, a set 
of Trotskyite elements. These tried to regroup some of the elements 
that had comprised certain groups of the 1930’s, headed by the 
now fugitive Mujal. These had dissolved in order to do their 
work of provocation in the ranks of Young Cuba. And later, in the 
Authentic Party, they showed by their deeds what opportunists, pro¬ 
vocateurs and profiteers they really were. They are also trying to 
make connections with anybody who is discontented, with the 
traitors expelled from the ranks of the revolution, who were ready 
yesterday to enroll in a party with a Leftist name in order to take 
part in the final electoral farce of Batista, set up directly against 
the developing revolution, and who today show up ready to 
collaborate with the gangs of traitors and adventurers manipulated 
by the Yankee apparatus of provocation, in the task of attacking the 
revolution with leftist phraseology. 

The true role of Trotskyism throughout the entire world is 
well known. In their eagerness to fight the Soviet Union, they 
went into the ranks of Hitler’s apparatus of espionage and pro¬ 
vocation and into that of the North American imperialists. Today 
they are allies of the Titoite revisionists in everything they do 
against socialism. Wherever the Trotskyite groups are at work, 
their only true labor is to introduce confusion in popular move¬ 
ments, promote division, provide arguments for the anti-Soviet, 
anti-Communist campaign of the North American imperialists, 
and encourage the sterile phrasemongering that isolates the revolu¬ 
tionary movement from the masses. 
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Nothing had been heard of the Trotskyites in Cuba since the end 
of the 1930’s. Throughout the period of the tyranny, Trotskyism was 
not to be seen anywhere. Now it reappears. Why? Because the 
Yankee imperialists need agents who work against the revolution 
from “Leftist” positions, since the counter-revolutionary campaign 
from Rightist positions has no effect on the masses, who have turned 
radical, or on the forces that have revolutionary consciousness. 

At this point, for this purpose, the Trotskyite agents come to 
Cuba. It is for this dirty work that Trotskyite groups come to 
life again. But it is not only the Trotskyites. 

Today in Cuba we also have libertarian anarcho-syndicalists 
who publish declarations of principles that are of wonderful assist¬ 
ance to counter-revolution, to the discredited, to the turncoats who 
spread reaction through the press. Nobody knows where these 
libertarian anarcho-syndicalists came from. Nobody knows what 
they ever did against Mujal and his gang. No one remembers any 
action or any declaration they made against the tyranny. Actually, 
the anarchists lost all their strength and influence in Cuba from 
about 1931 on. Now, however, they come to advocate the dissolu¬ 
tion of the Revolutionary State, the elimination of its economic 
functions, the abandonment of the military preparation of the 
masses and the youth that is needed to cope with any direct or 
concealed imperialist intervention and any invasion or armed 
counter-revolutionary action. Now they call for liberty for the 
people of the Diario de la Marina * which has disappeared for 
good, and of its imitators to spread their lies and their pro¬ 
imperialist and reactionary and counter-revolutionary propaganda 
—in a word, to spread the anti-Soviet lies of the imperialists. 

They only come to help in the campaign of the sworn enemies 
of the revolution, from points of view that are nominally Leftist 
and extremist. The Cuban people and its revolutionary forces have 
learned to identify and uncover the enemies of the revolution who 
attack it from the Right, with Rightist phrases and arguments. Now 
they have to learn how to uncover and identify those who come to 
help counter-revolution and imperialism from extremist positions, 
with phraseology and arguments that look Leftist. 

Among the foreign enemies of the Cuban Revolution—in addi¬ 
tion to Yankee imperialism which is the principal one, the organizer 
and director of the counter-revolution—we must include all the 


* Formerly the leading reactionary newspaper of Havana. 
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lackeys and servants of North American imperialism in the various 
countries and the reactionary and obscurantist forces of the world, 
especially of Latin America. Those governments and politicians 
who are under the control of North American imperialism in the 
countries of Latin America fear and hate the Cuban Revolution. 
They fear it because they know that its example is an influence 
on the peoples of Latin America and turns those peoples against 
their oppressors, against those who hold them in subjection to 
imperialism, against those who are responsible for their back¬ 
wardness and misery. They hate it because the action of Cuba, 
proclaiming and putting into effect an independent domestic 
and foreign policy, boldly facing North American imperialism at 
whatever cost, shows them up, shows their cowardice, their lack of 
courage to break with imperialism and serve their own nations. 

The semi-feudal latifundists, the monopolists and other social 
forces closely linked to imperialism and its spokesmen in the 
politics, the press and the social life of the various countries of 
Latin America—these also hate and fear the Cuban Revolution, 
also fight it and try to downgrade it with the dirtiest, the most 
contemptible arguments, contributing to the campaign that the 
North American imperialists are carrying on against Cuba. 

Such is, in total, the coalition of internal and external forces 
that oppose the Cuban Revolution, that fight it, that try to hold 
it back, derail it and defeat it. This is the coalition of forces 
over which the Cuban Revolution has triumphed and will con¬ 
tinue to triumph until it defeats them completely. This coalition 
represents the past, that which resists history, that which is perishing 
because it is condemned to perish in the face of the thrust of what 
is new, of the future that is becoming the present, of the revolution 
that is bringing the dawn and light to all people. 


The Forces and Friends of the Cuban Revolution 

The coalition of forces and friends of the Cuban Revolution 
is stronger and more powerful than all the forces that oppose it and 
combat it. Our revolution is a revolution of all the people, which 
is based on the inexhaustible forces of the people and is going 
forward under its unceasing drive. 
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The principal social forces of the Cuban Revolution are the 
working class, the peasants and the urban petty bourgeoisie, who 
taken all together form the Cuban people, the mass of the poor, of 
the lowly. The bourgeoisie, which is profiting from the revolution, 
which has made unusual gains in this period because of the increase 
in the purchasing power of the people and in the number of 
consumers, supports the revolution, but frequently is frightened 
at its radical measures and at the threats, bravados and attacks of 
North American imperialism; it has doubts and it vacillates 
because of its fear of the future. 

The mass of the working class is more and more cohesive and 
more and more consciously organized around the revolutionary 
power. At the same time the trade union movement is freeing 
itself of the Mujalist leaders, methods and procedures, is getting 
away from false concepts of economism and reformism, is shaking 
off the pro-imperialist propaganda and the bourgeois influences 
introduced within its ranks by Mujalism and its collaborators of 
other tendencies. The unification of all the revolutionary forces 
within the trade unions, the election of unified leaderships in the 
federations, the strengthening of a revolutionary orientation in the 
CTC—all this elevates the role of the working class as the 
fundamental force of the revolution and increases the support 
of the masses to the revolution. The working class makes the greatest 
direct contribution to the revolution, and is the first in sacrifice and 
in the necessary action for its triumph and advance. 

The workers themselves agree not to put forward demands 
today for general wage increases and not to allow any wages to be 
increased except the lowest, so as not to promote inflation, which 
would be very dangerous with the sudden increase in the purchasing 
power of the masses that took place because of the 50 per cent rent 
decrease, the increase in the number of workers employed and the 
effects of the agrarian reform. The workers themselves, conscious 
of what industrialization means for achieving economic independ¬ 
ence and for the triumph of the revolution, decided to contribute 
4 per cent of their already low wages for that purpose. The workers 
have contributed, with their volunteer labor or their wage de¬ 
creases, to exports of the INRA, so as to help at the outset the 
mobilization of the fanners for productive work through agrarian 
reform, and today the workers are contributing to the construction 
of housing and other installations for the cooperatives, thereby 
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directly increasing and strengthening the alliance of workers and 
farmers. The workers are the first to enter the militia, to do the 
guard duty that has to be done, to come out in the mobilizations 
for resistance to the attacks and maneuvers of counter-revolution 
and North American imperialism. With true revolutionary spirit, 
hundreds of thousands of workers spontaneously gave a day’s 
wages to buy arms and airplanes ‘‘where they sell them.” And when 
the explosion of “La Coubre” took place, they did it again as their 
answer to the criminal sabotage of the North American imperial¬ 
ists. Workers and employees of the state or state-administered enter¬ 
prises, took steps to cut down expenses, to save raw materials and 
fuel, to prevent breakdowns of machinery and accidents to the 
workers, to accelerate production and increase productivity, to 
reduce absenteeism and the loss of days of work. They did so 
because they were conscious that these enterprises are the people’s 
and constitute the firm basis for the economic and industrial 
development that will make possible the advance of the revolution 
and the progressive improvement of the living and working condi¬ 
tions of the workers as production marches forward. In this way, 
the working class places itself at the head of all the classes and 
sectors in the task of defending the revolution and moving it 
forward, and becomes aware of its role in the revolution. 

The poor and middle farmers, like the rural proletariat, are 
in their mass with the revolution and with the revolutionary power. 
The poor and middle farmers and the agricultural laborers were 
the first to receive the most direct and fundamental benefits of the 
revolution via the agrarian reform, the cooperatives, the people’s 
stores, etc. A tremendous revolution is taking place in the Cuban 
countryside. For the farmers and the agricultural workers, the 
change constitutes a tremendous step towards better conditions 
of life, health and culture. The poor and middle farmers and the 
agricultural workers show a firm support of the revolution. Their 
patrols and militia have given proof of being highly effective in the 
struggle against the counter-revolution, capturing first the rebel 
bands of counter-revolutionary insurrectionists from Cabo Lara 
in the Province of Pinar del Rio, and afterwards those of Beaton 
in Oriente. 

The rich peasants, although they receive some benefits from 
the agrarian reform and the revolution in general, do not give it 
solid support, and quite a few, especially among the sugar planters, 
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are hostile, because of their connections with the latifundists, whose 
interests they have defended for years in the Association de Colonos 
de Cuba. 

Something similar takes place within the petty bourgeoisie. Its 
more modest layers firmly and resolutely support the revolution 
and contribute with their full strength to defend it and advance 
it, whereas the wealthier elements, those most directly connected 
with the privileged layers of the old regime, vacillate, have doubts, 
and sometimes pass into positions of definite opposition. These 
layers, generally reinforced by Plattism, hoped for a revolution that 
would be less radical, more moderate, and above all, one that would 
take place in agreement with the North Americans. But since 
things did not go that way and since in addition some of them 
saw that the petty interests of city landlords or of employees of 
certain imperialist companies were hurt, they have become confused, 
they have doubts, they repeat counter-revolutionary propaganda 
and not a few of them even go so far as to fight the revolution. 
For all that, it must be repeated that the bulk of the urban petty 
bourgeoisie is decidedly with the revolution, supports it and 
defends it, and every day comes closer to union with the workers 
and the peasants. 

Nine-tenths of the Cuban population regard the Cuban Rev¬ 
olution as something that is theirs and support it decidedly and 
fervently, despite all the traitors, exiles and deserters that go 
over to the camp of imperialism and counter-revolution. These 
are the class forces that are part of the Cuban Revolution, that 
support it, defend it and impel it forward, within the country. 
These forces are overwhelmingly greater and more powerful than 
the internal forces of counter-revolution. 

Of course, counter-revolution does not depend on the internal 
forces alone. If it could only count on such forces it could not 
take even a step. Its principal support and its desperate hope of 
returning to power lie abroad, in foreign countries, and in the first 
place in North American imperialism, to which it is entirely sub¬ 
missive and subordinate. 

But the Cuban Revolution does not depend only on its power¬ 
ful internal forces. It also counts on the friendship and solidarity 
of the peoples of Latin America, of the countries of Africa and 
Asia, of the socialist countries and the workers, the peace partisans, 
the progressives and the peoples of all the world. 
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The peoples of Latin America are resolute, firm friends of the 
Cuban Revolution. The peoples of Latin America see the Cuban 
Revolution as something that is their own, as the practical realiza¬ 
tion of their own aspirations, as the historic proof that what they 
want and hope for can be done, since Cuba has done it and is doing 
it. No propaganda, no lie, no calumny, no provocation has been or 
will be able to break the faith of the peoples of Latin America in the 
Cuban Revolution, or to deprive them of their friendship and 
solidarity with Cuba and its revolutionary government headed by 
Fidel Castro. 

There is solidarit) with Cuba in all the countries south of the 
Rio Grande, without exception. In some it is of greater extent 
and prominence than in others, depending on the degree of 
development of the working-class, peasant and people’s movements, 
and depending on the conditions of greater or lesser respect for 
elementary public liberty in each particular country, but it is 
manifest in all. And not only in the countries that we generally 
count as Latin American republics. In Puerto Rico, which is a 
North American colony, in Guiana and Jamaica which are British 
colonies, and in other countries, solidarity with Cuba is expressed. 

This solidarity shown by the peoples of Latin America is a 
solidarity of the masses; it comprises various social sectors, from 
the proletariat and the students to the bourgeoisie; it is supported 
by various political parties and movements; it cuts across the 
dividing lines of opposition and government. In many countries it 
takes on the nature of opposition to the government, and in many 
it takes on a clearly national character. The broader the movement 
of solidarity with Cuba, the more effective will be its action 
and the more it will be able to prevent the United States from 
counting on the Latin American countries to organize its aggression 
against Cuba, in the OAS or outside of it. 

It is very important, for example, that in Mexico it is not oniy 
the popular mass movement that expresses its sympathy for Cuba, 
but even high authorities have made public demonstrations of 
solidarity, both at the time of their receiving President Dorticos 
and afterward. 

It is equally important that the Congress of Venezuela adopted 
a splendid solidarity agreement with Cuba and that the foreign 
office of that country has shown itself to be friendly and understand¬ 
ing of our problems. 
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In Uruguay, in Brazil, in Argentina and Chile the movement 
in support of the Cuban Revolution is truly impressive. Frondizi, 
who betrayed the mandate of the voters who elected him president 
and sold himself to North American imperialism, does not represent 
Argentina, but turns his back on public opinion in his country. 
When he writes a cowardly note to Cuba, “advising it” to reject 
the solidarity offered by the Soviet Union, Frondizi opposes Cuba 
to serve as a lackey to Washington. But the Argentine people say: 
“Cuba si, Ycmquis, no.” 

Prado showed the greatest possible degree of servility when 
he took the initiative in bringing to the OAS the indecent maneuver 
against Cuba. But he too does it without the consent of the 
Peruvian people, which does not and cannot want its country 
to be a traitor to Latin America by serving Yankee imperialism 
against a sister country. 

In Ecuador and Colombia, in Bolivia and Panama, in Costa 
Rica and Guatemala, in Honduras and El Salvador, even in Nic¬ 
aragua and Paraguay, the movement of solidarity with Cuba is 
growing, gaining in breadth, and showing itself stronger and more 
decisive every day. The exiles of Santo Domingo and Haiti, who 
are fighting against the tyrannies that oppress them, are with 
Cuba too. 

The solidarity of the Latin American countries has been, is and 
will be of great importance to Cuba. Thanks to the tremendous 
pressure of the peoples of Latin America and the attitude of 
friendly governments, the United States has been unable, either 
in the OAS conference in Chile, or by its direct action, to launch 
military and economic aggression against Cuba. Today, a new 
Conference of Foreign Ministers is being inaugurated, whose 
principal purpose is to try to isolate Cuba on the excuse of hemi¬ 
sphere solidarity and the specter of the “menace” of the Soviet 
L^nion and of “international Communism.” Mobilization of the 
Latin American people can compel the governments subordinated 
to Washington to give their opinions and to set forth their attitudes 
at that meeting, which the United States hopes to control by 
buying votes with sugar quotas taken from Cuba and with dollar 
loans and promises. 

The progress of any country of Latin America towards national 
sovereignty, towards revolutionary governments firmly opposed 
to North American imperialism, would undoubtedly be of great 
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aid to Cuba, and would help create better conditions for the Cuban 
Revolution to go forward towards new goals. 

We want to say here that for us it is also important to have the 
solidarity that the peoples of Canada and the United States can 
give. Like the peoples of Latin America, Canada is suffering from 
oppression by North American imperialism, which penetrates its 
economy, which interferes with its foreign commerce, which uses 
its territory for military purposes and which tries to bind it to 
its adventurist policy of war and armaments, with all that it involves 
in the way of humiliation and danger for the Canadian people. 
We are grateful for the solidarity of the workers and people of 
Canada that has come to us up to now, but we hope it will increase 
in \olume and significance. Insofar as it strikes at and weakens 
North American imperialism, insofar as it favors the cause of 
peace, the Cuban Revolution is of importance for the people of 
Canada as well. 

I'he Cuban people are very far from confusing the North 
\merican people with North American imperialism. The Cuban 
people know that the North American people are like us the 
victim of the trusts and monopolies, of the financiers and the big 
companies. It is the victim of the generals and rulers who raise 
taxes higher and higher to pay the expenses of an even more 
monstrous military apparatus and an unlimited armaments pro¬ 
gram, who follow a foreign policy of domination, of oppression, of 
war, of alliance with Franco, Adenauer, Chiang Kai-shek and the 
Latin American tyrannies—a policy that isolates the United States 
more and more from the people, and makes the name of Yankee 
more and more hateful as a synonym of imperialism and bru¬ 
tality. The people of Cuba knows that more than 20 million North 
American Negroes are in a situation that is in many respects 
worse than that sufEered by millions in Latin America, victims 
of the same imperialism. The people of Cuba is not ignorant of the 
fact that the North Americans of Puerto Rican or Mexican or 
other Latin American origin, and their descendants, are cruelly 
discriminated against in the United States. By reason of all this 
the people of Cuba knows that although Yankee imperialism is its 
worst, most cruel and most unscrupulous enemy, the North Amer¬ 
ican people is—partly potentially and partly already in actions 
—its friend. 

We know that the machinery of persecution and oppression set 
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up in the United States against the Negro people, against the 
workers who do not submit to the bureaucrats that control the 
high offices of the CIO-AFL, against the partisans of peace and the 
sincere anti-imperialists and democrats, working in conjunction 
with the machinery of deceit, misinformation and slander, have not 
permitted the solidarity of the American people towards the Cuban 
people to appear up to the present with the scope and strength 
that it had, for example, in the 1930s, when the Cuban people 
faced the tyranny of Machado and defeated it. But we hope that 
the most conscious North Americans will be able to teach the truth 
about Cuba to the North American people and promote an exten¬ 
sive, deep solidarity to help tie the hands of the shameless imperial¬ 
ists, who are already creating difficulties in the sugar supply of the 
United States, who are interfering with the exporters and tourists, 
and who are bringing down on our country the danger of an atomic 
conflict, all because of their insane, stupid urge to crush the 
Cuban Revolution by any means. 

The North American people’s aid to the Cuban Revolution is 
aid to themselves and in the best and deepest interests of the United 
States as a nation. The North American people should know that 
the Cuban Revolution is not against it, but against the monopolies 
and companies that oppress us and exploit us, just as much as 
they do the North American people. The North American people 
should know that the Cuban Revolution does not hurt or injure 
any legitimate national interest of the United States. On the con¬ 
trary, the North American people should know that in Cuba, 
contrary to what its government and newspapers would have it 
believe, there is no anti-Americanism but only anti-imperialism. 
The North American people should know that the Cuban people 
and its revolutionary government appreciate, admire and respect 
the North American people, with whom they want to live in 
peace, friendship, collaboration and good neighborship, on the basis 
of mutual respect, of no oppression and exploitation of a small 
country by a more powerful one, of non-intervention and non¬ 
aggression. And that can only be achieved if they eliminate the 
imperialists from the government of the country or tie their hands 
so that they cannot continue their criminal policy of aggression, 
intervention and provocation against Cuba. 

The solidarity with the Cuban Revolution shown by the Ban¬ 
dung Conference countries of Africa and Asia has also been and 
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continues to be of great importance, since it has had and has 
today great influence in holding back the aggressive anti-Cuban 
intentions of the United States imperialists. In Asia and Africa 
the United States tries to present itself as an anti-colonial power, 
so as to get its capital into those countries, to get hold of their 
riches and their enormous sources of valuable raw materials and 
to replace, everywhere and in every respect, the European colonial 
countries, such as England, France, Belgium, etc. Its cruel and 
ferocious aggression against Cuba unmasks it in the eyes of 
these people and shows them what they can expect if they allow 
the United States, under the pretense of anti-colonialism, to get hold 
of their riches and set up its rule over them. 

The solidarity of the socialist countries, offered spontaneously 
and generously as a consequence of the Marxist-Leninist principles 
of proletarian internationalism and aid to countries fighting for 
liberty and independence from imperialism, the principles which 
guide their policy, has been decisive for the Cuban Revolution. 
While the press and the news agencies of the United States have 
resorted to every kind of lie, infamy and slander to blacken the 
Cuban Revolution and its beloved leaders, the press and news 
agencies of the socialist countries have given their people and the 
world the truth, have promoted friendship, understanding and 
support to the Cuban Revolution and the revolutionary govern¬ 
ment. While the vassal countries of the United States are placing 
difficulties in the way of Cuba and have refused to sell it the arms 
it needs to defend itself, the socialist countries have set up the 
closest relationship with Cuba, and have bought its products and 
guaranteed that they would sell it the things it needed. 

Thus, when the oil companies, in league with the State Depart¬ 
ment, resorted to the criminal maneuver of refusing oil supplies 
so as to bring about sudden paralysis of transportation, factories 
and electricity, to create economic chaos, desperation and confu¬ 
sion among the people of Cuba, in the hope that they could thus 
bring the revolutionary government to its knees, the Soviet Union 
sold Cuba all the fuel it needed and guaranteed, to the amazement 
and consternation of the imperialists, all the tankers that were 
needed to transport the oil. Thus, the solidarity of the Soviet 
Union frustrated one of the crudest and most dangerous attacks 
of imperialism against Cuba and its revolution. 

The United States launched other criminal ventures in its 
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economic aggression, designed to reduce the Cuban people by 
hunger. Eisenhower himself took on the dirty job of eliminating 
the Cuban sugar quota in the market of the United States. The 
remainder of this year’s quota, 856 thousand tons, was abolished. 
In this way they wanted to cut down the income of Cuba, to 
diminish its stock of foreign exchange, to force it to halt its 
plans of constructing houses, schools, highways, hospital centers, 
etc. Once again, in the face of this aggression, the solidarity of the 
socialist countries was shown in all its scope. The Soviet Union, 
which had already agreed to buy a million tons of sugar each year, 
made known publicly its decision to buy the amount that the 
United States had stopped importing. A further 700,000 tons were 
sold to the USSR. 

At the same time, the Chinese People’s Republic bought 500,000 
tons for this year and an equal amount yearly for the next four 
years. The sugar purchases of the Soviet Union and China frus¬ 
trated the criminal economic aggression of the United States 
against the Cuban Revolution. Thanks to these purchases, Cuba 
will not sell less sugar this year than last, but more. It will not have 
an economic crisis but prosperity. It will not be obliged to cut 
down its construction plans but will be able to increase them. 

In the light of the evidence that the United States, desperate 
and furious, was preparing to launch open military intervention 
with the criminal purpose of occupying our country hy blood 
and fire and defeating by arms a revolution that could not be 
overthrown even that way, Prime Minister Khrushchev and leading 
figures in the USSR issued the well-known sensational warning 
that if Cuba was attacked in this way, the Soviet Union would give 
it full aid, even to the flight of intercontinental missiles to the 
United States if that were necessary. 

This warning stopped the North American imperialists cold. 
In the face of its categorical terms they were forced to declare that 
they had no such intention as military intervention against Cuba. 

The warning of the Soviet Union has obliged the North Amer¬ 
ican imperialists—at least for the moment—to suspend their plans 
for direct military intervention in Cuba, and has saved our people 
from being involved at this time in a bloody and destructive war— 
a war that we are ready to fight for life or death, despite the im¬ 
mense superiority of the United States in population, and in 
military and economic power, if such a war should be imposed 
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on us. For the Cuban people is ready for anything except getting 
down on its knees to the North American imperialists. 

The people of Cuba, the revolutionary government, every rev¬ 
olutionary organization and every revolutionary person, all are able 
to appreciate the value of this solidarity of the Soviet Union, 
China and the other socialist countries, and thank them from the 
bottom of their hearts. 

The solidarity of the workers and the peoples of all the world 
also has been, and continues to be of great importance in frustrating 
the aggressive plans against the Cuban revolution and in facilitating 
its progress and advance. We know the great value of the resolu¬ 
tions of solidarity passed by the World Federation of Trade Unions 
and the CTAL, as well as the actions and demonstrations of solid¬ 
arity that have been taken on the basis of these resolutions by the 
workers of France, Italy, Japan and other countries of Europe, 
Asia and Africa, as well as by those of the Soviet Union, China, 
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, North Korea, 
North Vietnam, the other socialist countries, and by the countries 
of Latin America. 

We also know the great aid that has been given us by the 
resolutions and motions of the World Movement of Peace Partisans, 
of the World Youth Federation, of the Democratic Federation 
of Women and many other international and national organizations 
of various kinds. 

We, the people of Cuba and the Revolutionary Government, 
are deeply grateful for all these manifestations of solidarity with the 
Cuban Revolution. 

The people of Cuba and the Revolutionary Government will 
strive to be worthy of these expressions of friendship and aid. 
Cuba will not disappoint the Latin American peoples who have 
put their faith in it, nor the socialist, democratic, progressive and 
anti-imperialist forces of the world that have given their support. 
Friends and enemies should know that Cuba will not bow down 
before the imperialists, no matter how cruel its attacks may be 
or how shrewd its maneuvers. They should know that Cuba, as Fidel 
says, does not surrender and does not sell out. 

We know that everywhere the Communist and Workers’ parties 
are the strongest and most resolute and the firmest promoters and 
organizers of solidarity with the Cuban Revolution, even though 
many times they do not show that too ostentatiously, in the interest 
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of greater breadth of the movement of solidarity. We know that 
the Communist and Workers’ parties of the various countries, 
while they further the general solidarity movement, independ¬ 
ently, of their own accord, give valuable manifestations of solid¬ 
arity with the Cuban Revolution. In these they bring out pro¬ 
letarian internationalism and the principle of aid to every serious 
anti-imperialist movement, to every struggle of the people to free 
themselves from imperialist and colonialist domination and 
oppression. 

Speaking in the name of the Cuban people and all its revolu¬ 
tionary forces, we want to express our deep thanks to our brother 
Marxist-Leninist, Communist and Workers’ parties. 

Comrades fraternal delegates: You are the bearers to your 
parties of this message of deep gratitude sent to them by our 
Popular Socialist Party, the Marxist-Leninist party of the Cuban 
people. Nationally and internationally, the forces of the Cuban 
Revolution and the forces that support it are stronger than the 
forces of imperialist, reactionary and counter-revolutionary enemies. 
And so once more we repeat: WE SHALL WIN! 


The International Situation 
and the Cuban Revolution 


The international conditions under which the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion is taking place are of enormous importance for us, for the 
Cubans, for all revolutionaries. The Cuban people’s struggle for its 
liberty, progress and well-being does not have only internal enemies 
(the latifundists, the big exploiters, the robbers who got rich 
under cover of the tyranny, the servants and followers of the 
tyranny). It also has foreign enemies (in the first rank the North 
American imperialists) , who act in such a way as to make the 
principal conflict one between Cuba on the one side and the 
North American imperialists dominating the United States on the 
other. That is, the principal form of the development of the 
Cuban Revolution at the present moment consists in the clash of 
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Cuba with the United States, with a world power—the most im¬ 
portant, the strongest and greatest imperialist power. Hence, we 
are affected by world problems and relationships. 

The dominant question in world affairs today is the struggle 
between peaceful coexistence and atomic world war. In favor of 
peaceful coexistence are the socialist states, the anti-imperialist 
and anti-colonialist independent countries, the peoples and the 
workers of the entire world, the elements of various social classes 
who are in favor of peace. Encouraging and furthering atomic 
world war are the imperialists, their vassals and partisans. Since the 
United States is the strongest imperialist power, it is likewise the 
principal fomenter of war, of aggression, of efforts to make peaceful 
coexistence impossible. 

The Cuban Revolution, by freeing the country from the status 
of a semi-colony of the United States, by setting up a sovereign 
government that has a foreign policy of its own that is not sub¬ 
ordinated to Washington, is making a contribution to the struggle 
against war, to the struggle for peace and peaceful coexistence. 
On the other hand, the efforts of Washington to dominate our 
country again, to crush the Cuban Revolution, are correspondingly 
directed against peace. They are a negation of peaceful coexistence, 
and enhance the peril of atomic world war. 

Every position that the imperialists lose in the underdeveloped 
countries is a weakening of their war bases. Every anti-imperialist 
struggle, every new anti-imperialist government, brings about 
a bolstering of the forces of peace and creates a new basis for 
peaceful coexistence. Every advance and strengthening of the so¬ 
cialist states likewise is in and of itself an advance and strengthen¬ 
ing of peaceful coexistence and the struggle against the policy of 
war and the threats of war. 

The tremendous successes of the Soviet Union, the leading 
and most powerful socialist power, in every field, are a further dem¬ 
onstration of the superiority of socialism over capitalism, and a 
contribution to the cause of world peace. These include the 
successes in economic development, in the building of socialism and 
in the creation of the conditions for advancing to communism. 
They include the phenomenal advance of science that already makes 
it possible to reach the moon with the instruments of man and 
photograph its side opposite our planet, and brings nearer the 
day in which man will be able to travel to other planets and 
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unravel the deepest secrets of the universe. They include the 
increase iri the well-being, culture and health of the Soviet people, 
the broadening and perfecting of socialist democracy, and its 
foreign policy of peace, coexistence and friendly relations with 
all peoples. 

The same can he said of the tremendous advances and great 
changes achieved by the People’s Republic of China, in a short 
period of years, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist 
Party. Its agriculture is making tremendous gains, industrializa¬ 
tion is advancing with giant steps, socialism is growing and the 
weight of China in world affairs is increasingly felt. The advances 
of China are another proof of the way in which socialism, Marxist- 
Leninist leadership and the fraternal cooperation of socialist 
powers can promote economic development in a backward country, 
such as could not be achieved by any other means. The contribu¬ 
tion of China to the strengthening of the camp of peace is of 
enormous import. 

The same can be said of the successes of Czechoslovakia, the 
German Democratic Republic, Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaria, 
Poland, Albania, Mongolia, North Korea and North Vietnam. 
These, together with the Soviet Union and People’s China, make 
up the powerful socialist camp, which has more than a third of 
the world’s population and which will soon achieve half of the 
world’s production. The rise of socialism is a contrast to the crisis 
and decadence of world imperialism. The dominion of imperialism 
over various countries is in crisis. 

In Asia and Africa one colonial country after another has 
broken the chains of colonialism and set itself up as an independent 
state. Many of them have begun their struggle for their economic 
independence, and have rejected the attempts of the United 
States to step into the shoes of the routed colonial powers. In these 
days we are living through the dramatic struggle of the Congo, to 
which Belgium is in fact refusing independence, and which the 
United States hopes to recolonize economically, gaining possession 
of its enormous riches, its sources of raw materials and its 
markets. 

But the struggle is not only against open colonialism. It is 
also against the masked dominion of the United States. In South 
Korea the people practically staged an insurrection without arms 
and, by means of a series of strikes, mass demonstrations and street 
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battles, they deposed Syngman Rhee, the most hated puppet of 
North American imperialism in this region. Today, by way of 
elections resembling those that Batista organized here in 1954, 
the North American imperialists, who have hastened to declare 
these elections honest, seek to impose a new puppet to continue 
the policy that the Korean people have rejected. In Turkey, the 
corrupt government of Menderes, the slave of the North Americans, 
was swept away by the popular wave. A new government, which is 
getting ready to try Menderes and his gang, promises to re-establish 
the policy of Kemal, which is a policy of national independence. 
In Japan, gigantic and tenacious mass struggles prevented the 
provocative and offensive visit of Eisenhower. The struggle against 
the war pact and North American occupation of Japan is con¬ 
tinuing. 

Throughout Latin America, well-defined anti-imperialist move¬ 
ments and struggles are increasing. The mass demonstrations of 
solidarity with Cuba are powerful actions against imperialism. 
In Paraguay, heroic battles are being waged against Stroessner’s 
pro-imperialist tyranny. In Guatemala the actions of the masses for 
their rights and demands are extremely militant. In Puerto Rico 
there is a new wave of anti-colonial struggle. In Nicaragua there 
is a constant struggle against the bloody lackey of the imperialists, 
Somoza. The peoples of Latin America are rising against the 
tyranny of Trujillo, and are obliging him to engage in maneuvers 
to make it seem that there are changes in the country. In Spain 
there have been strikes and other large-scale struggles against 
Franco, who is today, with Adenauer and Chiang Kai-shek, the 
preferred favorite of the State Department and Pentagon of the 
United States. 

We can well say, using Fidel’s phrase, that the world is turning 
against them. The United States imperialists are following a policy 
of war, of maintaining and aggravating international tension, of 
sabotaging international efforts to prohibit atomic arms and the 
means of transporting them, and to achieve any agreement on 
controlled disarmament that could cut down the burden that 
military expenditures places on all peoples. The United States 
imperialists resorted to the monstrous provocation of sending the 
U-2 spy plane over the territory of the Soviet Union on the eve 
of the conference^ of heads of state that was to have been held 
in Paris, and then, instead of apologizing, declared cynically that 
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those flights were part of the policy of the United States. In this 
way, the United States prevented the summit conference from being 
held, a conference from which humanity had hoped that a new 
step would come towards relieving international tension. 

Closely allied to Adenauer and the German revanchists, who 
dream of reunifying Germany, under reactionary imperialism, by 
using armed force against the German Democratic Republic and 
by seeking a “rectification” of the frontiers with Poland, the 
United States maintains and intensifies a focus of crisis and of 
international tension in Berlin—which is part of the German Dem¬ 
ocratic Republic—piling one provocation and threat on another. 
In association with Chiang Kai-shek, the Batista of Asia, the United 
States illegally occupies the Chinese island of Taiwan and is in a 
virtual state of war against the Chinese People’s Republic, whose 
territorial waters it is occupying by means of the Seventh Fleet. 
And this is another center of crisis, of international tension, of 
war menace sustained and fed by the United States. 

The United States, following its war policy, covers the world 
with its military bases, extending from Japan in the Far East 
to Spain at the western end of Europe. These bases have been 
set up in countries big and small, developed and underdeveloped, 
western and eastern. They are not defensive bases, they are offen¬ 
sive bases, they are bases for aggression. These bases are not 
directed only against the Soviet Union, China and the other 
socialist countries, and against the countries that have freed them¬ 
selves from colonialism and carry on a policy of national libera¬ 
tion; they are also directed against the very countries in which 
they are set up. They are a means of limiting and restricting the 
independence and sovereignty of countries, of threatening the 
democratic and progressive forces, those that defend the sovereignty 
and dignity of the nation and oppose a policy of subordination 
to Washington. 

We know the meaning and the consequences of those bases. 
The military base of the United States in Panama, for example, set 
up under the pretext of the need to protect the Canal, has been 
constantly used, openly or under cover, against the national inter¬ 
ests and the people of Panama. This base is a center of corruption 
that encourages the large-scale operation of prostitution, gambling 
and other vices. It is also a center of organization of smuggling 
that ruins the businessmen and manufacturers of Panama, who 
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cannot protect their production and business from the dishonest 
and unfair competition of North American products brought into 
the country without passing through customs or paying duty. 

To take another example, the military bases of the United 
States in Puerto Rico have brought our sister people ruin and 
desolation, both for its farmers and for entire cities. The island 
of Vieques, with its history of evictions, suffering and deportations, 
is a vivid page in the cruel history of North American imperialism. 

The Naval Base of Guantanamo is another example of the 
way in which these installations injure our people. For this base, 
which occupies an important portion of our territory, the United 
States—although what is important for us is not the question of 
price but independence—pay less, very much less, that it would 
pay for an office in any big building in New York. The Cuban 
Government has refused this payment because sovereignty cannot 
be sold or rented. This base has been used against Cuba many 
times. Today, it is a constant menace and a center of provocation 
against the Cuban Revolution. It has been said many times that 
this base is needed to protect the Panama Canal. Perhaps there 
was a time when that was so. But with the present development 
of arms and technique, it is absolutely unnecessary for those pur¬ 
poses or any other purposes of defense of the southern territory 
of the United States. The only purpose that this base serves today 
is to be used against Cuba and the countries of Latin America on 
the Atlantic side. The cannons, ships and planes in the Naval Base 
of Guantanamo are pointed at Brazil and Venezuela—the para¬ 
troops received orders to get ready to go to that country at the time 
of the incidents provoked by the unwanted visit of Nixon. They are 
directed against Columbia, Panama, Honduras, Guatemala, Costa 
Rica and Mexico. 

In the interest of peace, of the security of the peoples, of the 
sovereignty and independence of nations, these North American 
military bases spread throughout the world and those established 
in Latin America should be abolished. “Down with foreign military 
bases in all countries!”—including those in Latin America—is a 
slogan for the defense of peace, for the defense of the security, life 
and morality of the peoples, for the defense of the sovereignty, in¬ 
tegrity, dignity and independence of all countries. The inter¬ 
national conditions of today are conditions in which the forces 
of socialism, of the movement of national liberation and of the 
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movement of peace partisans—who agree in their opposition to 
imperialist aggression—are stronger and more powerful than the 
forces of imperialism, colonialism and the supporters of the aggra¬ 
vation of international tension and war. These conditions have 
given great help to the Cuban Revolution, to its maintenance in 
the face of the fierce aggressions and endeavors of the North Amer¬ 
ican imperialists. They have helped it advance despite the obstacles 
created by the nearness of the United States and the control which 
it had of our foreign commerce, of our export and import. 

The strength of the socialist camp, its just international policy, 
its firmness in the face of North American threats, have been 
vital for the Cuban Revolution. The existence of the socialist 
camp, its influence in world affairs, and its economic and military 
power have been an impassable obstacle to the interventionist 
intentions of the United States in Cuba and to the efforts to drown 
the revolution by means of economic blockade. The ability of the 
socialist camp to trade with the world and to give sincere 
and disinterested help to underdeveloped countries has enabled 
Cuba to maintain and increase its foreign commerce and to promote 
the advance of the revolution in the economic field, despite the 
ferocious sabotage of the United States. 

The Cuban Revolution is a factor for peace, a factor that 
strengthens the camp of the partisans of peace. Cuba is no longer 
a pawn in the aggressive war policy of the United States. Cuba 
is no longer an obedient vassal of the United States in the UN. 
It follows its own Cuban policy of support to peace and peaceful 
coexistence. Cuba needs and wants international peace and the 
triumph of peaceful coexistence and the principles of military 
non-intervention, of non-interference of one state in the affairs 
of another and of economic non-aggression. 

The maintenance of peace and the progress of peaceful co¬ 
existence favor the development of the Cuban Revolution. But 
the economic aggression, the attempts at military intervention 
and the efforts at isolation and subversion that the North American 
imperialists are applying against Cuba constitute a factor aggra¬ 
vating international tension and actually are a war provocation that 
increases the war danger. In general the aggressions and provoca¬ 
tions of the colonialists and imperialists against peoples that are 
independent or fighting for their independence are a factor aggra¬ 
vating international tension and the danger of war. 
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We must carry on an even more active struggle for peace and 
peaceful coexistence, for the prohibition of thermo nuclear arms, 
for controlled disarmament, for the solution of conflicts by means 
of negotiations. We must denounce more constantly the war¬ 
like international policy of the United States and the relation 
of that policy to the aggression against us. We must maintain 
even more active solidarity with the countries that are reaching 
their independence or fighting for it, such as the Congo, Guinea and 
other states of Africa and Asia. We must denounce more con¬ 
sistently to the people of Cuba the provocations and aggressions 
of the North American imperialists and their war vassals, Adenauer 
in Berlin and Chiang Kai-shek on Taiwan, which today constitute, 
together with the Yankee aggressions against Cuba and their 
maneuvers against the independence of the Congo, central points 
of international friction that might become starting points of the 
atomic war that the peoples abhor. 

We know that the strength of the socialist camp, of the indep¬ 
endent countries and the partisans of peace throughout the world 
can, with constant effort and constant vigilance, hold back the hand 
of the imperialists who are provoking war, do away with the 
menace of war, maintain peace and establish peaceful coexistence. 
Through our active struggle, through the unceasing preparation 
of the Rebel Army, the Workers’ Militias, the Peasant Patrols 
and the entire people of Cuba—men and women, young and old- 
for a war to the death, a war truly of the entire nation, through 
the indestructible internal unity of all the revolutionary forces, of 
all the people—and counting as we do on the solidarity of the 
Latin American peoples, the socialist camp, the countries of Africa 
and Asia, the workers and peoples of the world—we know that we 
can present the military intervention of the United States in our 
country, or defeat it if it should take place. Likewise we can 
rout the invasions by counter-revolutionaries, adventurers and 
mercenaries supported and armed by the North American imperi¬ 
alists. That too will be a great contribution of the Cuban people 
to the cause of world peace and peaceful coexistence. 

The entire national situation is determined by the victorious 
rapid advance of the Revolution. As the revolution advanced, 
as one after another of the deep-reaching measures was taken that 
are transforming the old reality of Cuba, overthrowing the semi¬ 
colonial structure and opening the way to the new structure 
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of an independent country, to industrialization and economic and 
social development, as the historic decision was taken to nation¬ 
alize most of the Yankee enterprises operating in our country, as 
the character and the historical content of the Revolution thus 
took form in its practical aspects—as all this happened, the internal 
camp likewise took form. In the initial moments after the Revolu¬ 
tion, the camps defined were the partisans of the routed 
and fleeing tyranny on the one hand and the partisans of the new 
revolutionary power on the other. It need hardly be said that at 
that time there appeared in “support” of the Revolution many of 
the people who had benefited from the semi-colonial regime, and 
even some indirect servants of the tyranny. 

The adoption of the first serious measures with a social- 
economic content, and the position of the Revolutionary Govern¬ 
ment with respect to national sovereignty in international relations, 
gave a new definition of the principal camps. In May, the bound¬ 
aries lay between the partisans of the Agrarian Reform, the Law 
of Rents and an independent position towards the United States, 
who supported the Revolutionary Government without reserve, 
those and the supporters of the latifundists, of the big city landlords 
and of submission, in whatever respect, to the United States. Some 
of the latter, who still call themselves revolutionaries, supported 
the Revolutionary Government with many reservations, trying 
to control it, to hold the revolution in check and turn it backwards. 

Since that moment, the Revolution has been developing and 
has been growing deeper and more intense. Its profoundly anti¬ 
imperialist character has come to the fore, to a decisive position, 
because the United States has shown itself to be the worst and 
most aggressive enemy of the Revolutionary Government, of 
the Agrarian Reform and of all the measures taken by the 
Government. 

The major conflict of the Cuban Revolution has come out 
in all its force: the conflict between the imperialist United 
States and the Cuban nation, determined to achieve its economic 
independence and maintain its sovereignty. The fact that the 
development of the Cuban Revolution has brought to the front 
rank of the country the real representatives of the Cuban nation, 
determined patriots who are not subordinate or subject to any 
external foreign power—that fact has brought to the fore, in its 
full magnitude, the major conflict, the central contradiction that 
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puts every Cuban face to face with the alternatives: with the 
country or with the foreign oppressor of the country; with the 
Cuban Revolution or with North American imperialism. This 
real conflict has been summed up by the masses of Latin America 
with the slogan: “Cuba si; yanquis, no.” 

Theoretically and politically the conflict was created at the 
very beginning of the struggle against the tyranny. The forces 
that jointly opposed it were distinguished and divided internally 
by their position with respect to the imperialist conflict 
against Cuba. But until the tyranny was overthrown this contradic¬ 
tion could not arise on a practical level before the Cuban nation. 
Today this is the contradiction that principally defines the camps 
in the national situation of Cuba. As this conflict has become more 
heated, many of those who passed for friends of the Revolution 
have left. They have shown that they are better friends of North 
American imperialism than of Cuba, that they are more faithful 
to vassalage and submission to the United States than to the country 
in which they were born. First to pass over to the camp of imperial¬ 
ism were Diaz Lanz and a handful of minor traitors. After that 
came the other traitors, large and medium: Conte Aguero, Tony 
Varona, Justo Carrillo and Aureliano, Medrano and Carb6. Now 
the most hypocritical are taking their place: Miguel A. Quevedos, 
Mir6 Cardona and Raul Chibas. After the bold nationalization 
of the Cuban Electric Company, the telephone company, the oil 
refineries and the sugar refineries, there is no room left for the 
undecided and vacillating. 

The problem is clear. Between the country and imperialism, 
those people choose imperialism; between being revolutionary 
or being traitors, they prefer to be traitors to the nation, traitors 
to their country. Between a revolution that is liberating, anti¬ 
imperialist and radical, and a counter-revolution that is an 
instrument of imperialism, they choose counter-revolution. Between 
the Revolutionary Government that represents the peasants, the 
workers and the petty bourgeoisie, and the prospect of a return 
to power of the robbers, torturers and criminal representatives 
of the latifundists, the exploiting magnates and the imperialists, 
they prefer the prospect of counter-revolutionary power subject 
to imperialism. Between the fearless march toward the future, 
without exploitation or oppression, and the return to the past of 
national submission, brutal exploitation and oppression, they are 
against the future and for the past. 
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The conflict has taken such a form that from being counter¬ 
revolutionaries they go on to being traitors to the country in the 
service of a foreign power, the imperialist United States, in the 
struggle against their own country. This, of course, does not involve 
only the few persons that we have mentioned. They are only the 
most notorious representatives of the attitude of the classes and 
social sectors who, driven by their anxiety to preserve their 
petty exploiting interests based on the misery, poverty and back¬ 
wardness of thousands of human beings, prefer imperialism to their 
country, prefer national humiliation to independence, prefer 
the past to the present. 

Raul Chibas, a figurehead—the heir, without any merit of his 
own, of the political credit that his brother had accumulated at 
one time—will not be the last of his kind to stage a theatrical 
escape to the enemy camp, after having been in the ranks of the 
Revolution. Others will certainly follow him. It is a “natural” 
phenomenon as the lines are drawn. The more the Revolution 
shows that it is a real revolution, the more those who are not real 
revolutionaries will hasten to abandon it; the more the Revolution 
shows that it is anti-imperialist and patriotic, the more the pro¬ 
imperialists, patriotic in words and anti-patriotic in deed, will 
hasten to abandon it; the more the Revolution show's that it is a 
revolution of the lowly, by the lowly, for the lowly, the more the 
enemies of the lowly, w'ho only speak of the lowdy for purposes 
of demagogy, will hasten to abandon it. 

The flight of these elements does not weaken the Revolution. 
T hese elements may serve abroad to enable the imperialists to 
intensify and dramatize their agitation against the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion. They may even serve to justify certain vacillating and dubious 
elements in openly going over to imperialism in the battle against 
Cuba. But nothing more. 

Internally, they may create one more reasan for disturbance 
among the counter-revolutionaries and one more reason for worry 
and fear among the unstable and vacillating elements. However, the 
Cuban Revolution does not have its external force in dubious ele¬ 
ments, but in the people, in the farmers and workers, in the anti¬ 
imperialists, in the partisans of peace, democracy and socialism. 
And those who go over to imperialism have no effect on these 
forces. The Cuban Revolution does not have its internal force 
in those who are unstable and vacillating, but in the working 
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class, in the farmers, in the radical sectors of the petty bourgeoisie, 
in the steadfast patriots, in the entire people. And on those 
sectors, those that go over to the counter-retolution, to imperialism 
and the latifundists, have no influence. 

The flight of these elements strengthens the Revolution. These 
elements, in the ranks of the Revolution, only serve to create 
confusion, to sabotage revolutionary orientations, to put a brake 
on any revolutionary measure that is connected with their activity, 
to corrupt and blacken those elements they come into contact 
with, to spread discontent among the workers and among revolu¬ 
tionary elements. In the battle, these elements act as agents and 
servants of the enemy, who stand in the way of and create difficulties 
for the movement of the Revolution. 

It is better for them to abandon their positions now. The 
places occupied by those elements, vacillating, confused, cowardly, 
treacherous, will be taken by firm revolutionary elements, clear¬ 
sighted, brave and faithful, who will do what has to be done to 
defend the Revolution and make it advance in the face of any 
situation. There is no doubt that this will make the Revolution 
stronger. 

Those who are leaving now do not do any harm. Those who do 
harm and who can do much harm in any situation of open war 
are those elements who are of the same temper as those who are 
leaving, but who remain, who hide, who continue to hold places 
in the Revolution and who use them to combat the Revolution, 
and will use them tomorrow to act as fifth columns in the service 
of the invaders. 

The drawing of the lines and the greater and more open 
aggressiveness of imperialism, intensified since its enterprises were 
nationalized, is reflected in an intensification of counter¬ 
revolutionary and conspiratorial activity. It is reflected in the 
renewed attempts to use the Catholic Church and the colleges and 
other Catholic institutions against the Revolution. As we know, 
recently the North American imperialists—so Protestant!—have tried 
more and more to ally themselves with the international institutions 
of Catholicism in order to place them in their service. They have 
even made great efforts to have Cardinal Spellman, a harbitten im¬ 
perialist, a warmonger, bitterly anti-Soviet and anti-Communist, 
placed in control of the Vatican. In keeping with his attitude, this 
Cardinal Spellman launched an attack against Cuba and the libera- 
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tion movement of Latin America at the International Eucharistic 
Congress just held in Munich, West Germany. The candidacy for 
the presidency of the United States of Kennedy, a Catholic who 
seems to be the candidate favored by the dominant imperialist 
circles, has the aim, among others, of facilitating the coordination 
between Catholicism and the United States. This must be kept in 
mind in order to understand the attitude and activity against the 
Revolution adopted and carried out by certain ecclesiastical 
authorities. 

Another question that has to be kept in mind is the close 
relationship that the hierarchy had with the tyranny, with those 
who became rich under its wing, with the latifundists and the 
big exploiters, along with those elements of the clergy coming 
from Spain and affiliated with the fascist criminal policy of 
Franco, today the favorite ally of the imperialist United States. 
Keeping this in mind, it is no surprise that certain elements tried 
to convert the Catholic churches into meeting places of counter¬ 
revolutionaries, that they used the Papal Nuncio, Monseignor 
Luis Cento as the spokesman and diplomatic representative of the 
counter-revolution, that they turned the pulpit into a political 
platform for the cowards and traitors, for the North American 
imperialists and their vassals here and over there. It is no surprise 
that they try to use Villanova University and other North Amer¬ 
ican Catholic colleges as shops for manufacturing and distributing 
counter-revolutionary propaganda, that they try to use the JOC and 
other institutions of Catholic action as centers for organizing the 
activities of various enemies of the Revolution, that they try to 
make pastoral letters into counter-revolutionary pamphlets to be 
read at Mass. 

That is not, of course, the work of the Catholics. Catholics 
among the Cuban people are in the majority, as we well know, on 
the side of the Cuban Revolution. This is the work of the reaction¬ 
aries, agents of Yankee imperialism and the counter-revolutionaries, 
whether affiliated with Catholicism or not, whether bishops and 
priests or laymen and paratroopers, who try to put the Church, 
Christ and God in the service of their dirty interests, in the 
service of the interests of the fugitive Batista men, of the robbers 
whose ill-gotten gains were confiscated, of the national and foreign 
latifundists who are left without latifundia, of the imperialist 
companies who have lost the electric power, the telephones and the 
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sugar mills that they had usurped in Cuba. It is the work of those 
who would place the Church at the disposal of the national traitors 
in the service of the United States, which wants to attack Cuba as it 
wants to attack the world, in the name of a lying democracy, of a 
liberty with which they crush the people, of a religion that they 
make bloody, of a colonialist Pan-Americanism, and of an occiden¬ 
talism devoid of meaning, reality or content. 

This action, aimed at using Catholicism against the Revolu¬ 
tion, goes counter to the Church itself and to Catholicism. It is 
an action of the “money changers of the temple,” of those who 
deserve to be driven out with whips, as Fidel Castro recalled in a 
recent television appearance. It is the task of the Catholics watching 
over their church, in the first place, to protest against these 
activities, as they are in fact protesting against them, and seeking 
the means, as they are in fact seeking them, to put an end to these 
activities, if they do not want the temple to be confused with the 
counter-revolutionary barracks, with an anti-Cuban and pro¬ 
imperialist institution. 

The favorite pretext of these modern scribes and Pharisees in 
justifying their fight against the Revolution is anti-Communism. 
They try to show that it is the duty of Catholics to fight Com¬ 
munism because it is “materialist and atheist,” and to fight the 
Soviet Union and support the United States because the Soviet 
Union is a “materialist” state whereas the United States “protects” 
religion. We have unmasked these pretexts over and over again. 
We have shown over and over again that the Revolution does not 
in any way attack either the Catholic religion or any other religion. 
We have stressed the fact that we Communists respect the rights 
of Catholic believers and the believers of any religion, that we 
respect their temples, their images, their rites, their services and 
all their religious activties. Not only that, we have always held 
the position that Catholics and Communists, despite their divergent 
philosophical views, can and should march hand in hand in 
carrying out good works for humanity and for the Cuban people, 
such as defending the peace, supporting the Revolution, protecting 
the nation’s sovereignty, dignity and integrity, eliminating poverty, 
disease, illiteracy and vice. 

Why cannot we Catholics and Communists work together in 
favor of these good deeds for humanity and the people? Did not 
Catholics and Communists die in the Sierra and on the plains 
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lighting the same tyranny which tortured Communists and Cath¬ 
olics alike? The imperialist mentors and national traitors who try 
to use religion against the Revolution, who try to use religion 
to defend latifundism and its horrors, exploitation and miseries— 
these people say that such collaboration is impossible because Com¬ 
munists are materialists and atheists. 

Certainly, we Communists are generally materialists and atheists, 
although we admit into our Parts revolutionaries who are not 
atheists, who have religious beliefs or feelings. Materialism is our 
philosophical point of view. We believe that matter is the primary 
factor and that spirit is derived from matter; we believe that the 
universe is not made by any supreme being but that it develops 
in accordance with natural laws, the laws that govern matter; we 
believe that social problems arise out of the socio-economic regime, 
out of the organization of society, that it changes with this society 
and the activities of mankind, and that men themselves, by means 
of their action and intelligence, can solve those problems; we 
believe that morality is a product of society, that it changes as 
society develops and changes, that some aspects of morality are 
used to justify the existing regime and to protect it from the 
action of those who are oppressed (as when people preach sub¬ 
mission and resignation to poverty, exploitation and injustice) and 
other aspects of morality are used to maintain and protect society, 
as when they preach against vice and looseness. 

These are our materialist and atheist convictions, which do not 
in any way lead us to ignore the spiritual problems of man; 
instead, they lead us to appreciate those problems in their true 
relationship with material problems and the development of our 
society. Can Catholics respect our materialist philosophical convic¬ 
tions, as we respect their religious convictions? Can sincere Catholics 
collaborate with Communists in those things in which Catholics 
and Communists both believe, that both want and desire? 

Yes. Life shows that the answer is yes. Life shows that the 
only ones opposed to this are the imperialists, the counter-revolu¬ 
tionaries and the obscurantists. And they do not do so for the 
sake of their religion. They do so far the sake of their interests. 
The same people who opposed the collaboration of Communists 
and Catholics find it quite feasible for Catholics to collaborate 
with imperialists, latifundists, and police murderers, despite all their 
evil deeds and crimes. They not only collaborate with them but 
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allow them in the church and consider them as great Catholics, 
as brothers-in-Christ. 

How is it possible that a Ventura, a Carratala, a Sosa Blanco 
and a Batista can be members of the Church, sincere Catholics 
and believers in God? How can it be that the latifundists, so 
cruel, inhuman and parasitic, can be members of the Church, 
sincere Catholics and believers in God? Just because they paid 
for marriages, masses and baptisms, because they belonged to the 
church and gave a few million pesos to the temples out of what they 
had robbed or accumulated out of the poverty of the peasants? 

Can God be bought and the Church bribed with money that 
has been stolen and is stained with blood, with money taken from 
the exploitation of workers and peasants? Does the Church have 
to serve those who have money and are loaded down with vices and 
foully stained, although they proclaim themselves believers and 
spiritualists? These are the contradictions that the reactionary 
hierarchs cannot explain when they prohibit collaboration with 
the Communists for what is good, and accept and bless into the 
Church the killers, imperialists, robbers and latifundists, for what 
is evil. 

Nor can they explain how it is that the United States, which is 
religious, deprives us of our sugar quota by the stroke of a pen, 
to bring hunger and poverty to Cuba, while the Soviet Union and 
the People’s Republic of China, which are not religious, buy that 
sugar from us, to help us and to help the people of Cuba, to prevent 
new unemployment and new hunger from coming upon us. Eisen¬ 
hower, the religious man, the believer, probably after consulting 
his Bible and making a prayer to God, decided to organize military 
intervention in Cuba, something which could not take place without 
deliberately bringing about the death of thousands and thousands 
of North Americans and Cubans, the destruction of our cities 
and our riches, the destruction of our fields. And so the religious 
Eisenhower decided to spill the blood of thousands of human 
beings, to destroy and kill in order to defend the exploiting 
interests of a few millionaires who live in insulting luxury in the 
midst of the poverty of the world. 

On the other hand, the materialist, the atheist, the Communist 
Khrushchev said: Halt, United States, don’t intervene in Cuba, 
don’t bring death and destruction to Cuba, because although 
Cuba may be small, the Soviet Union is large and ready to 
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defend it, and will not permit commission with impunity of 
the abuse that you North American imperialists are planning. 

Which is the better action, Cuban Catholics? With which of the 
two do you stand, Cuban Catholics? How many lives has the 
warning of Khrushchev, the materialist, atheist and Communist, 
saved? 

Who is better: the religious Eisenhower or the materialist 
Khrushchev? Who does Cuba harm and who does Cuba good? 

The counter-revolutionary activities of Cardinal Arteaga, of the 
bishops and of the few falangist priests cannot be tolerated. 
Stopping these activities is both a need of the Revolution and a 
concern of true Catholics who love and respect their church, and 
who therefore want to keep it clean of the crime of imperialism 
and counter-revolution. 

The Church is a religious institution. Its interest is souls and 
heaven. Its activity cannot be political but only religious. Its 
medium is prayer, not counter-revolutionary harangues. 

It is intolerable that reactionaries, agents of the imperialists 
and of the latifundists, who for one reason or another wear 
religious garments, should use the church, which is for prayer, 
and the pulpit, which is for meditation, to make counter-revolu¬ 
tionary propaganda, to serve the policy of Yankee imperialism 
against Cuba, to spread confusion among the Cuban people 
and oppose the revolutionary measures. 

Let us return to our subject. I spoke of the intensification of 
counter-revolutionary and conspiratorial activity as a consequence 
of the tightening of the lines and the increased aggressiveness of 
imperialism, which is more and more furious and desperate at the 
irresistable advance of the Cuban Revolution. This is also reflected, 
as we have said, in the formation or activization of Trotskyite, 
anarchist and revisionist groups, who are now trotting out their 
propaganda, multiplying it and spreading it, as a means of using 
leftist phraseology and declarations of support of the Revolution 
to aid the actual counter-revolutionary aims of North American 
imperialists, traitors and fugitive murderers and robbers. These 
groups have a special task: to spread confusion, to introduce divi¬ 
sions, to do everything possible to bring about errors that will 
deprive the Cuban Revolution of forces and that will create dis¬ 
turbances and encourage the Batista conspirators and renegades. 
These groups in most cases have direct connections with the 
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espionage, provocation and subversive service of the United States. 
Their work is consciously counter-revolutionary work; it is not a 
product of errors and mistakes in good faith. To a great extent 
their work is the work of mercenaries and adventurers in the pay of 
North American imperialism. 

In recent days we have had a great influx of such adventurers 
in Cuba. Making use of various connections here with agents 
whose conduct is worse than obscure, or of relations with low- 
ranking personnel of our diplomatic missions in Argentina, Uru¬ 
guay, Brazil and other places, Trotskyite adventurers have come 
who have done very well, who have had automobiles and money 
at their disposal, all at the expense of the Revolution, and have 
gone into their conspiratorial, disruptive and hostile work. 

And recently we have had Titoist manifestations as well. People 
of the sort who seek conciliation with imperialism in order to hold 
back the Revolution and stop it, see Yugoslavia as an example to 
follow. They present themselves as revolutionaries and make pro¬ 
paganda for the propositions of the counter-revolution. They are 
frightened agents who instead of hiding their cowardice, panic 
and confusion, prefer to spread them. It is no accident that the 
counter-revolutionaries and traitors are now working hard to spread 
the books of Djilas and other Yugoslav revisionists, and the rightist 
and backward-looking forces do everything they can to make 
Yugoslavia look as though it were a great supporter of the Cuban 
Revolution, when actually its aid has been insignificant. The United 
States would not permit anything else. 

The imperialists, checked in their shameless march towards 
open military intervention, are now desperately recruiting all the 
adventurers, all those who hoped that the Revolution would allow 
them easy enrichment or perquisites with high salaries, all those 
who dreamt of being great personalities in the new situation 
and have seen those dreams disappear. Using these elements, the 
Yankee agents provocateurs are organizing terrorist groups, like 
those who placed a number of bombs, like those who attacked 
Pardo Llada, like those who are planning all sorts of criminal 
actions. Imperialism and counter-revolution are resorting to per¬ 
sonal assassination and bombings as their principal means of 
combat. They dream of overcoming the Revolution or creating 
chaos in Cuba by resorting to assassination, pure and simple. 

This must be taken care of. We hope that the forces of the 
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armed defense of the Revolution and revolutionary vigilance will 
steel their ranks and increase their activities. 

But above all it is necessary to mobilize the vigilance of the 
people. If the people are vigilant, the groups of conspirators, crim¬ 
inals and terrorists will be helpless. The people can discover them 
wherever they hide, observe their maneuvers and put the author¬ 
ities on the trail of their plots. 

In the face of the blows which it has recently received with the 
historic nationalization of 36 sugar refineries, the electric and tele¬ 
phone companies and the oil refineries, imperialism, furious and 
impotent, will go on to new desperate adventures against the 
Revolution, will use any means to attack us, no matter how 
criminal and filthy, will make intensified use of its puppets that 
govern certain countries of Latin America and of the gangs of 
murderers and traitors to attack us. 

We must realize that the class struggle, the internal clash 
between revolution and counter-revolution, will get sharper from 
here on, under the direct instigation of the North American im¬ 
perialists and their agents. To cope with this we have to strengthen 
the organization of the Revolution, strengthen the unity and 
coordination of all the revolutionary forces, strengthen discipline 
throughout all the organs and organizations of the Revolution, 
strengthen revolutionary consciousness and the knowledge of rev¬ 
olutionary theory and principles. To meet the entire situation 
we have to concentrate on fulfilling and carrying out the basic 
tasks of the Revolution, completing the Agrarian Reform, develop¬ 
ing and carrying out commercial and economic agreements with the 
socialist lands and with other countries, increasing production 
and developing industrialization, carrying on the cultural revolu¬ 
tion, eliminating illiteracy and increasing education, solving the 
social problems that inevitably arise, taking measures to improve 
living conditions, both material and spiritual, for the masses, as the 
growth in production and productivity permits. 
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The Development of the Agrarian Reform 


The agrarian reform, which is one of the capital tasks of the 
Revolution, is developing at an accelerated pace. Virtually all the 
latifundia have already been confiscated or are on the way towards 
being confiscated. The sugar cane latifundia, which to a great 
extent were owned or controlled by the North American sugar com¬ 
panies, have all been taken. The semi-feudal latifundium has 
practically ceased to exist in Cuba. T he few that may still be left 
will soon be eliminated. 

The peasants who rented land, sharecroppers and tenants, are 
receiving ownership deeds to the same land they have been cul¬ 
tivating, when their parcelled land is two caballerias or less. More 
than a thousand or these deeds have already been issued, which give 
the peasants legal ownership of their land. Those peasants (ten¬ 
ant farmers, coffee growers, tobacco growers and others) who have 
not yet received the deeds they have a right to, already in practice 
are owners of the land because, through the resolutions of INRA, 
the obligation of paying rent tor the land has been wiped out, 
whether the rent be in money or in kind, for all peasants who have 
two caballerias or less. Those who hold up to five caballerias are 
exempt from rent for the two caballerias they are entitled to 
receive free. 

By and large, the lands of the latifundia which have been 
cultivated by agricultural workers have been given over to the 
workers to run cooperatively. A total of 620 sugar-growing workers’ 
cooperatives have been formed on an area of about 75 thousand 
caballerias of land that formerly belonged to the United Fruit 
Company, the Atlantica del Golfo, the Francisco Sugar Company 
and other foreign companies and large native latifundists. The 
sugar colonies in which these cooperatives have now been set 
up produced 40 per cent of all the sugar cane that was ground in 
this year’s sugar season, and 70 per cent of the cane that was left 
uncut. The agricultural workers that make up these cooperatives 
come to some 125,000. These cooperatives will eventually employ 
an additional 75,000 agricultural workers. 

There are 14 henequen cooperatives that comprise the entire 
henequen production of the country. Many other cooperatives have 
been formed for growing potatoes, tomatoes, green peppers and 
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other vegetables in various regions of the country. Livestock pro¬ 
duction is for the most part in the hands of INRA. 

The movement for setting up agricultural production coop¬ 
eratives extends throughout the country and comprises both the 
individual farmers who organize them or vountarily enter those 
that have already been formed, and those agricultural workers who 
prefer the cooperatives to the issuance of small individual parcels. 
Those who have been hitherto least inclined to come together 
in cooperatives have been the tobacco growers and the coffee grow¬ 
ers, although in Las Villas, for example, the tobacco harvesters 
have entered the cooperatives in great numbers and with much 
enthusiasm. 

At the same time that the application of the agrarian reform 
has been developing, agricultural production has increased and 
is being diversified. The cane that is expected this year will be 
sufficient for a sugar crop of more than six million tons, which 
can be done if the conditions of the foreign market permit our 
country to produce so much. The last potato harvest was greater 
than any previous one in history. The rice production increased 
despite the damage done by the heavy rains in the last few weeks. 
The production of corn, tomatoes and other vegetables likewise 
increased. 

At the same time, the advance of the agrarian reform is 
apparent in the multiplication of the people’s stores, some thou¬ 
sands of which are operating, and in the increase in their stocks and 
assortments. The people’s stores, despite the defects that can be 
seen in the operation of some of them, represent an institution 
that greatly benefits the population of the rural regions, since, 
contrary to what the speculating merchants used to do, they sell 
the farmers articles of good quality at fair prices. Thanks to the 
people’s stores, farmers now pay zo to 30 per cent less than they 
did previously for many articles. Sometimes the reduction is even 
greater, since these stores do not aim at profits but at providing 
the social service of the distribution and exchange of products. 
The activities of these people’s stores must be increased so that 
they can reach all the farm regions in the shortest possible time, 
meanwhile correcting the defects of the already existing people’s 
stores, which can be done if the cooperatives and the farmers’ 
associations, and the members of the cooperatives and the farmers 
directly, are given a greater chance to check up on their operations. 
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The Cuban agrarian reform is not only turning over the land, 
and the means of work, credits and seeds to the peasants and agri¬ 
cultural workers, but in addition it is undertaking to transform 
rural housing, which up to the present had remained virtually 
the same as what the Spaniards found four and a half centuries 
ago when they discovered these islands. With the work of the masses, 
with the mobilization of the Rebel Army, with the gratuitous 
cooperation of millions of workers, little farm towns are being 
built as the seats of the cooperatives. Cement and brick are coming 
into the picture in rural construction. The Cuban countryside 
is taking on a new aspect. 

In the process of development of the Agrarian Reform, the 
farmers’ associations have grown as the form of organization of 
the farmers, and at their head, as leaders, are the poor and middle 
farmers. The Frank Pais Farmers Association plays a great role 
in the practical application of the Agrarian Reform, giving close 
cooperation to the authorities of INRA, mobilizing the masses of 
farmers to overcome difficulties, educating them in the spirit of 
revolutionary organization and ideology. The old official agrarian 
organizations protected by the law, such as the Association of Ten¬ 
ant Farmers, the Association of Coffee Growers, the Association 
of Tobacco Growers, etc., who in the past were always under the 
direction of the rich farmers and the stooges of the planters, 
warehousemen, etc., have somewhat changed their leadership, which 
has more or less widely gone over to the hands of the middle 
farmers. Nevertheless these organizations have not fully and com¬ 
pletely integrated themselves with the tasks of agrarian reform. 
Their functions were principally to deal with the question of 
prices and with certain specific problems of the crops they repre¬ 
sented. But the problems of the Agrarian Reform are general prob¬ 
lems affecting all farmers, independently of the crops they grow. 
That is why the farmers’ associations are growing and developing, 
since they encompass all farmers without regard to their special 
crops and they have as the essential objective of their activity the 
implementation of the tasks of agrarian reform. 

There are of course difficulties and deficiencies in the implemen¬ 
tation of the Agrarian Reform. Although the delivery of deeds 
to the peasants has greatly advanced in recent months and 20,000 
deeds of ownership of land have been given to that number of 
poor peasants, and although the work of extending that figure is 
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laborious, there is no doubt that it could be accelerated. Although 
the majority ot peasants already have possession of the land, and 
although the elimination of rent actually puts in their hands the 
free use of the soil, there is no doubt that the delivery of the deed 
makes the situation regular and gives the peasant the feeling that 
it is only at that time that the promise of the Agrarian Reform 
has been fulfilled. The delivery of the deeds should give up greater 
authority for developing intense propaganda among the peasants 
who receive them, so as to win them to voluntarily joining co¬ 
operatives. The principle that the peasant should only enter a 
cooperative by conviction, only of his own free will, must be 
strictly respected. Forgetting or violating this principle can create 
serious troubles and deep misunderstandings among peasants. 
The peasant has to be fully convinced that the Revolution satisfies 
his desire to be master of his land. Only after that can the farmers 
be brought to have a proper appreciation of the advantages of the 
cooperatives and to enter them with conviction, determined to go 
all the way with them. 

There are still today misunderstandings and improper methods 
in the leadership of the cooperatives. There are still some people 
who want to act as masters and do not consider either the opinions 
or the experience or the initiative of the masses. Approval and 
publication of the regulations for cooperatives of various types 
were very timely and suitable. We ought, in conjunction with the 
farmers, see to it that these regulations are correctly interpreted 
and applied. It may be that experience will show that some correc¬ 
tions are needed, but this cannot be determined unless it is tested 
in practice, unless everyone makes every effort to apply the regula¬ 
tions in full. The best administrators of cooperatives will always 
be those who are not associated or identified with the latifundists 
or the planters, those who possess not only revolutionary conscious¬ 
ness but technical knowledge or experience in field work, those who 
if they lack technical knowledge or experience in field work are 
able to make the effort to get both, and meanwhile are able to 
take into consideration all the opinions of those who have such 
experience and knowledge. We believe that administrators, in 
the course of exercising their functions, should get a maximum 
of the knowledge needed to fill their office properly. 

We feel that the future of livestock-raising must be taken into 
careful consideration. Meat consumption has increased in our 

9 8 




country as a result of the rise in the purchasing power of the 
masses and the increase in the number of employees who are able 
to buy meat now. If serious measures are not taken at once to 
increase the number of livestock, we may soon find ourslves with 
a shortage. 

The most important tasks in this field are to complete the 
Agrarian Reform, to expropriate every last latifundium of the few 
that are still left, to complete delivery of the deeds of ownership 
to the renters, tenant farmers and sharecroppers who have a right 
to receive land, to further the development of cooperatives of every 
type, to perfect the organization, operation and administration ol 
cooperatives, to increase farming, poultry and livestock production 
in accordance with the plans worked out by INRA, to initiate 
and develop new crops that will make it possible to get away from 
monoculture and diversify our agriculture, to extend the people’s 
stores and to continue constructing new rural housing. 

Our comrades should work hard to learn the techniques of the 
various crops, to learn what the new and the old crops require, 
to study the problem of insect control, irrigation and conserva¬ 
tion so that they can most effectively aid in the new tasks that the 
advance of the Revolution in this field presents. 


Nationalization of the Yankee Firms and 
Some Problems of Economic Development 


The historic resolution adopted by President Dorticos and 
Prime Minister Fidel Castro to nationalize the Cuban Electric 
Company, the Telephone Company, the oil refineries and the 
36 sugar refineries owned by North American companies, which 
by a splendid coincidence was made known at the monumental 
dosing session of the First Latin American Congress of Youth on 
the 6th of August, was one of the most important steps forward of 
the Cuban Revolution. 

At one blow Cuba has recovered the key points of the national 
economy which were in the hands of North American imperialists. 
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This is a mortal blow to imperialist economic domination in Cuba. 
It is a decisive step towards economic independence, the funda¬ 
mental basis and guarantee of political independence. Now the 
only imperialist undertakings left are Moa, Nikaro, the Yankee 
banks, and various factories and businesses of lesser importance. 

The Cuban Electric Company had a virtual monopoly of 
electricity distribution^ throughout the country. Its service was 
low-grade and dear, and was an obstacle to industrial development. 
Millions and millions of pesos in profits, often disguised as pay¬ 
ments to one subsidiary or another in the United States, were 
exported every year, taken from the national economy, wrested 
from our country. Nationalization of this electric company was 
something that the country had demanded for years and years. 
There was no revolutionary program over the last 30 years that 
did not make this demand. Nationalization of the Cuban Electric 
Company will make it possible, first, to make the service more 
efficient; second, to increase the production of electricity, especially 
with a view to the power requirements of new industries; third, 
to lower the cost of electricity, especially the power going to 
industrial and productive needs; fourth, to use the profits, which 
will not be exported, for expanding the plants and for industrial 
development. 

The Telephone Company had an exclusive monopoly of tele¬ 
phone communication. This service is essential in production, 
business and transportation. Nationalizing it will make it possible, 
as in the case of electricity, to make it better and cheaper and 
to expand it, using the millions and millions of pesos in profit 
that it has produced and should continue to produce every year. 

The State had already intervened in the oil refineries and had 
been operating them, but they were still the property of the North 
American oil monopolies. They are now the property of the nation. 
They will no longer turn over profits to their foreign masters. What 
they produce will be for Cuba. They will not go back to obeying 
foreign orders; from now on they will do what Cuba wants and 
needs. The English oil refineries, although intervention had taken 
place there, were not nationalized, inasmuch as the law passed 
in reply to the North American economic aggression is only applic¬ 
able to Yankee properties. 

Among the 36 sugar mills that have been expropriated are the 
largest and most efficient ones in Cuba. Together they produce more 
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than one-third the crop of each year. In 1959 they produced more 
than 19 million bags of sugar, 250 pounds to the bag, which rep¬ 
resented 36.74 per cent of the total production for the year. All 
in all, about 160,000 workers were employed in the harvest. More 
than 30 million of pesos in profits were exported every year. 
Nationalization saves 30 million pesos in foreign exchange and 
puts in Cuba’s hands 30 million pesos more for investment every 
year. The State possessed another 20 sugar refineries, and 20 more 
have been the subject of intervention, pending expropriation. 
With this added nationalization, more than 56 percent of the 
sugar of Cuba will be nationally and not privately produced. In 
the next sugar harvest, the sugar cane cooperatives under the 
direction of INRA will supply half of the cane to be ground. 

August 6th was a memorable day for Cuba. On that day, the 
Revolutionary Government took the decisive step towards making 
Cuba master of its riches and its economic life, taking it from 
under the economic yoke and economic intervention of North 
American imperialism. On that day, the Revolutionary Government 
answered the economic aggression of the United States with a 
stunning and irrevocable blow, bold and courageous, unpre¬ 
cedented in the history of Latin America. The nationalization of 
these firms, whose value is estimated at roughly some 600 million 
pesos, decisively increases the weight of government property in the 
national economy. 

Today the properties of the nation include, in addition to those 
expropriated from the North Americans, the henequen enterprises, 
the larger part of the textile industry, virtually all the chemical 
industry, metallurgical enterprises, mines, half the railroads, com¬ 
mercial aviation, a good part of highway transportation, harbor 
installation, the Merchant Marine, the most important hotels, some 
commercial enterprises, etc. 

In addition to the agricultural production cooperatives, there 
have been organized cooperatives for fishermen, charcoal burners, 
shoemakers, tobacco producers, etc. For various reasons, the State 
has intervened and is administering and operating factories, shops, 
business and municipal transport enterprises, soap factories and 
toilet goods factories, tanneries, concrete works, cardboard mills, 
businesses, hotels, foundries, mines, cloth mills, warehouses, fac¬ 
tories and shops for shoe manufacture, laboratories, carpenter shops, 
plastics shops, etc., totaling about 180 units. 
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I'o the national property have been added newspapers and 
their printing plants, radio and television stations, magazines 
and other means of publicity, information, and propaganda. 

The greater part of import trade is now under the direct control 
of the State. All this gives the Revolutionary Government great 
powers of directing production, transportation, commerce and 
development of the national economy. All this gives the Revolu¬ 
tionary Government the possibility of drawing up comprehensive 
plans for the development of the economy, setting prices, organizing 
distribution and adequately directing investments and the encour¬ 
agement of new industries. 

INRA is already drawing up plans for farm, poultry and live¬ 
stock production. The Planning Committee is already working on 
a plan of industrial development to cover several years, and a 
general plan for the development of the nation’s economy. 

The formulation of a coordinated plan of national produc¬ 
tion, industrial development and extension of the national economy 
is of great importance, since it makes it possible to take into account 
in a rational way all the forces available over a given period 
and to distribute them adequately so as to meet the various 
requirements, and to devote the maximum possible to economic 
construction, to industrialization, to the setting up of new fac¬ 
tories, new mines, new crops, etc. 

The plan will accelerate the process of economic development. 
The plan will make it possible not to spend more than is necessary 
for each item. The plan will make it possible to devote the most 
forces and resources to what is most urgent and most necessary. 
The plan, if it is well designed, will make it possible to save 
both forces and resources. The plan will aid the heads of enter¬ 
prises, administrators, public officials, technicians, employees and 
workers to keep and hold a clear perspective of what is expected 
of their work, and therefore to work with more method, with better 
organization, with more efficiency, with more revolutionary enthu¬ 
siasm, with greater responsibility. The partial plans that are 
already in operation contemplate great steps forward in industrial 
development. 

By the end of i960 and the beginning of 1961, a beginning will 
be made in the setting up of factories and firms to produce articles 
that up to the present were exclusively imported—picks and shovels, 
farm implements, screws and building hardware, electric pumps. 
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plate glass, sewing machines, typewriters, refrigerators, etc. There 
will soon be begun the erection of a key enterprise for the indus¬ 
trialization and economic development of the country, namely, 
a mill for producing iron and steel. There are also plans afoot 
to double the volume of chemical production, to increase the 
production of textiles, to make more shoes, etc. There is no 
doubt that putting these plans into effect presents a series of 
problems and difficulties that will have to be overcome with 
great energy and system. 

One great difficulty in the development of all these plans is the 
shortage of revolutionary personnel with the necessary technical 
knowledge and practical experience, the lack of experienced tech¬ 
nicians. Cuba needs rapid augmentation of technicians in industry, 
metallurgy, iron and steel production, chemistry, etc. The aid 
of the socialist countries and other non-socialist countries with 
whom technical aid agreements have been concluded will make 
it possible rapidly to train the technical personnel and the skilled 
workers that are urgently needed. But it appears to be indispensable 
to undertake at once an intense development of technical educa¬ 
tion so as to provide the personnel that will increasingly be 
required by the accelerated growth of industrialization and the 
national economy. Experienced workers can be trained in a short 
time to be administrators and technicians. Youth with basic instruc¬ 
tion can go on to intensive studies to get the necessary preparation 
in a period of four years. We and all the revolutionary organiza¬ 
tions must give effective aid to these tasks. 

One problem that arises in connection with industrialization 
and economic development is the role that should be played by the 
Revolutionary State on the one hand and private enterprise on the 
other. As we know, this is a point of great importance both for 
the present and for the future. 

The imperialists, the traitors to the nation, the reactionaries 
and their spokesmen tenaciously, desperately oppose any economic 
role of the Revolutionary State and defend what they pompously 
call the system of free enterprise and private initiative. They 
wear themselves out trying to prove that without “free” enter¬ 
prise and “private initiative” there is no liberty. That amounts to 
saying that without exploitation, without monopolies and lati- 
fundia, there is no liberty. For these gentlemen liberty comes down 
to one thing only, liberty for the owners of capital and for imper- 



ialist companies to exploit, rob and oppress the workers, employees, 
farmers and the entire people of Cuba. 

The truth, we know, is precisely the contrary of what they 
say. The freer the people is from exploitation, the greater the 
liberty it enjoys. Thanks to the suppression of latifundist monopoly 
of land ownership, thanks to the suppression of the merciless 
exploitation of the peasants by the latifundists, thanks to the 
measures that are bringing the peasants out of poverty and ignor¬ 
ance, they and the agricultural workers now have more real liberty, 
more true liberty. 

The same is true of the rest of the economy. The monopoly 
of the economy by the imperialist companies, the private bankers 
and the exploiting magnates, exercised in the name of free enter¬ 
prise and private initiative, is a negation of the liberty of the 
people. It gives rise to the reactionary anti-workingclass govern¬ 
ments and to the tyrannies whose function is the use of blood 
and fire, of prisons, persecutions and death, to compel the workers 
and the people to accept and submit to exploitation by these 
companies. Free enterprise and private initiative are always associa¬ 
ted with reactionary and tyrannical governments, with repressive 
laws, with racial discrimination, with measures taken against unions 
and workers, with police attacks on the masses, with the mockery 
and negation of the public liberties which they hypocritically 
proclaim, with the declaration of states of siege, suspension of 
Constitutional guarantees, etc. The imperialist companies, the big 
exploiters and the latifundists, the champions of what they call 
“free enterprise” and private initiative, are always and every¬ 
where those who originate, promote and uphold tyrannies and 
governments that deny liberty and democracy. 

Every step forward of national property in the resources and 
basic enterprises of the nation’s economy is at the same time a 
step forward towards the freedom of our country and the new 
guarantee of the liberties of our people. Another favorite “argu¬ 
ment” of the imperialists, traitors to the nation and reactionaries 
and counter-revolutionaries of every stamp is that ownership of the 
means of production by the Revolutionary State leads to totalitar¬ 
ianism, is totalitarianism. 

Exactly the contrary is true. Totalitarianism is fascism, that 
proclaims “Everything for the State,” a state manipulated by 
private trusts and monopolies, by banks and investors. Totalitar- 
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ianism is the regime of Franco Spain or Trujillo in Santo Domingo, 
regimes that were created, furthered and sponsored by the cham¬ 
pions of “free” enterprise and private initiative, since such regimes 
provide the best conditions for merciless exploitation of the workers 
and farmers, for obtaining maximum profits. 

The Revolutionary State is the exact opposite of totalitarianism. 
In assuming its economic functions, the Revolution does not 
undertake to do everything for the State but to do everything for 
the people, everything for the service of the people, everything for 
the welfare of the people, which is the supreme goal of the Revolu¬ 
tionary State. The property of the Revolutionary State is the 
property of all the nation, the property of the entire people. 

That is why we advocate having the economic functions of the 
Revolutionary State reinforced. The Revolutionary State has the 
duty—a duty that it cannot decline—of planning, controlling, 
directing, orientating and furthering industrialization and the 
development of the national economy. Given the conditions of 
Cuba and the requirements of industrial development, the Revolu¬ 
tionary State has to be the chief investor and manager of the new 
industries that are planned, especially in the field of iron and 
steel industry, metallurgy, chemistry, plastics, sugar chemistry 
or chemistry of the derivatives of sugar and sugar cane. 

Private Cuban enterprises that are not imperialist, not mon¬ 
opolist and not parasitic can and should contribute to the nation's 
economic development, towards increasing production and services, 
towards diversifying the choice of products that are made available 
to the people by means of commerce. 

The Revolutionary State has energetically established a sectoi 
of the economy in which no new investments or interference by 
private enterprise will be allowed. Outside of this field it is suitable 
and necessary, at the present stage of national development, to 
allow private enterprises to function as contributing to the nation’s 
production and economic development. 

National property, the property of the Revolutionary State, 
today is of such magnitude, is based on such extensive enterprises 
and branches of the economy and has available such controls and 
resources, that its preeminence and directing functions are assured. 

At the same time private enterprise that is not imperialist, not 
monopolistic and not parasitic is still necessary; it still plays an 
important role in maintaining and increasing the volume of 
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national production. In view of the controls that the Revolutionary 
State already exercises over the economy, over imports and ex¬ 
ports, over foreign exchange, etc. and in view of the ownership of 
important enterprises in production, transportation, and services, 
it is perfectly possible to include the private enterprises in the 
general plans for production and development of the nation’s 
economy. 

How shall private enterprises be treated? We are, of course, in 
favor of extending national ownership to all the basic branches 
of the economy, so as to eliminate an economy based on greed and 
exploitation of the workers. But as long as private enterprises are 
needed, until national ownership is set up throughout the entire 
economy, we must hold it as necessary that private enterprise be 
treated in such a way as to enable it to continue and to fulfill its 
economic function. 

Private enterprises require profits. Up to the present time, the 
profits of private enterprises have been without limit, without 
check. The work of the workers and employees has been used to 
enrich, to increase at an accelerated rate the gains, luxuries and 
privileges of the owners. 

We agree that so long as private enterprise is necessary, it 
should make profits, but we also hold that these profits should 
be limited. The fiscal reform recently approved tends to set a 
limit on profits and to take over excess profits by means of taxes, 
so that they are used for purposes of economic development. 

If workers contribute four percent of their wages, which are 
still relatively low in a great number of jobs, and if the profits that 
enterprises obtain are derived exclusively from the work and 
effort of workers and employees, how can it be tolerated that these 
profits should be used only for the egotistic and personal purposes 
of the owners, and should not contribute in any way to the 
nation’s economic development, to industrialization and increased 
production? 

Within the limits to be set up, the profits of private enter¬ 
prises and their normal operation and development should be 
guaranteed. The workers of these enterprises should be encouraged 
in developing efficiency and in increasing productivity, with the 
clear knowledge that any excess profits that their work produces 
will go into the hands of the Revolutionary Government and will 
be used principally to develop the nation’s economy, to develop 
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industrialization, progress and the culture, health and improved 
conditions of the masses. To stimulate the workers to increase 
productivity, they should be given direct wage increases, in accord¬ 
ance with the increased output of each worker, when that increase 
permits it. 

In this connection, it is necessary to examine the problem of 
government intervention in firms. In general, the interventions 
that have been ordered are justified. Many were due to labor 
conflicts, directly provoked by reactionary and conspiratorial exec¬ 
utives or administrators who deliberately tried to create disturb¬ 
ances in order to set up an atmosphere against the Revolution, 
or to undermine the directives, regulations, laws and measures that 
had to be adopted to protect the economic development of the 
nation. Other interventions had to be adopted in the face of the 
obvious sabotage of some entrepreneurs who followed a policy of 
accumulating money and liquidating the firms. There were owners 
who sold whatever they wanted to, who were making extraordinary 
profits and who nevertheless would not repair a machine, who 
did not replace broken or spoiled parts or accessories, who did not 
get raw material supplies, etc. There was an obvious intention 
to liquidate and paralyze the firm, leaving it useless. In those 
cases it was necessary to take over the enterprise to prevent such 
a crime, to prevent a needed center of work from being closed. 

In some cases it was necessary to intervene because owners 
and executives, without any reason, abandoned the business and 
went abroad. But there are also some cases in which the inter¬ 
ventions might possibly have been avoided. In some sectors there 
has been a tendency to ask for and claim intervention in the 
firms with or without reason, and whatever their situation or the 
size. Because of the pressure exerted by such elements, some 
small businesses and shops, properties of small industrialists or 
businessmen, have been subject to government intervention, which 
might have been avoided. We should remember that there is no 
point to intervening for the sake of intervening, that an inter¬ 
vention has to have a serious reason and a definite economic purpose 
and orientation. 

Occupying, exporting and nationalizing imperialist enterprises, 
as the Revolutionary Government did on August 6th with the 
Cuban Electric Company and others, is a just step to take, because 
it is a blow to the enemies of the Revolution, it is a step further 
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along the road to economic independence, and it puts in the 
hands of the nation fundamental means of production and of 
the economic development of the country. It is completely in 
accordance with the nature of the Cuban Revolution in its present 
phase. It strengthens the Revolution since it weakens the funda¬ 
mental enemy, imperialism, and mobilizes mass forces here and in 
Latin America. 

But intervening in a business or shop without any reason 
is of no use to us, because it irritates and sets against the Revolu¬ 
tion or the institutions of the Revolution elements that should 
support them, elements of the national bourgeoisie that should 
and could remain at the side of the Revolution at this stage, and 
small proprietors that can and should go along with the Revolution. 
At other times there are pressures for intervention in the cases 
of firms or businesses that are failing, that are unprofitable, that 
only increase the expenses of the Government and take away funds 
that are needed for developing the nation’s economy. Intervention 
is an effective way for solving conflicts that could not be solved in 
any other way. It is a means of preventing, avoiding and hindering 
economic sabotage and damage to production, it is an instrument 
for punishing and restraining speculation and the abuses by 
businessmen who have no conscience, and it can even be a means 
of economic direction. That is how it should be used. And workers 
should not exert pressure to have it used in any other way. 

The growth of the sector of the economy owned by the nation 
or occupied and administered by the Revolutionary Government 
raises a series of problems of administration and direction of 
this sector, and of the relations of the trade union movement with 
these firms. Some, perhaps carried away by the enthusiasm for 
cooperation that arose in the country as the agrarian reform was 
applied, began to raise the question of converting the nationally- 
owned, state-owned enterprises into cooperatives. Fortunately these 
tendencies have been abandoned. 

It is clear to everybody today that converting the national 
property, which is the property of the entire nation, of the entire 
people, into the cooperative property of a group, of a part of the 
people, would be an obstacle for the prospect of development. 
It is clear to everybody today that cutting up the nation’s industry 
into separate cooperatives would be an obstacle to the accelerated 
development of Cuban economy. Every cooperative would want 
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to distribute the prohts among its members or apply them at its 
pleasure and convenience instead of using them, through a single 
organism that would concentrate all the profits of all the enter¬ 
prises, in furthering and developing the national economy in 
accordance with the plans worked out and directed by the Revolu¬ 
tionary Government. 

It is clear to everybody that setting up cooperatives for indus¬ 
trial enterprises would be to further the creation of groups and 
group interests that would enter into conflict with the interests 
of national development. It would mean putting obstacles in the 
way of renewing the labor force in enterprises in accordance with 
the needs of development of production. It would make more 
difficult the transfer of experienced workers to new enterprises 
and, in general, the use of labor power where it would be most 
needed, since each individual would want to remain in “his” 
cooperative. It is clear to everybody that in addition this would 
create certain unjust situations. While the workers in enterprises 
which are not profitable or which have a low rate of profit, but 
which are indispensable and necessary for constructing an independ¬ 
ent national economy, would receive no profits or very low ones, 
the workers in other enterprises which through various circum¬ 
stances have a high profit rate, would receive extraordinary profits 
unconnected with their efforts. 

The role of cooperatives in agriculture is positive, because 
it is a step from the separation of the small parcels to a union 
that groups and unites individual efforts, furthers a collective spirit 
and organization, makes it possible to use, on a large scale, the 
modern machinery and methods of cultivation that cannot be 
applied to small-scale property. 

Industrial enterprises, transportation enterprises and other 
services should remain national property, the property of the 
Revolutionary State under the direct administration of the State, to 
guarantee their maximum efficiency and maximum contribution 
to the accelerated economic development of the nation. At the 
same time the workers should not be left out in dealing with the 
problems of administering these enterprises. The economic agencies 
of the Government have firmly resolved to create workers’ councils 
as advisors, as counselors, as instruments of consultation with the 
administrators on production problems, organization of work and 
the relations of the administration with the workers. 
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The unions have a great role to play in these enterprises. Ihey 
have the obligation of improving the working contracts in con¬ 
formity with the new situation, of seeing to it that they are observed, 
and of making sure that the social laws are complied with. It is 
their responsibility to watch over the means of avoiding accidents 
and protecting the health of the workers, and to correct defects 
or bad relationships in order to prevent conflicts from arising. 
It is their duty to listen to the problems and complaints made 
by workers and to promote means to prevent bad situations from 
developing. They are obliged to act to prevent any conflict, or, 
if one should arise, to bring it to an end with reason and justice, 
in the interest of the workers and the Revolution. The unions, 
whose specific and principal function is to represent the workers 
and to protect their rights and interests, are also part of the 
Revolution and also have the interest and the function of driving 
forward economic development, industrialization, armed defense 
of the Revolution, improvement and spread of culture, health, etc. 

Today, more than ever, since the nationalization of the enter¬ 
prises expropriated from the North American imperialist com¬ 
panies, there is a need of increasing production, maintaining and 
improving the quality of products, making maximum use of the 
economic resources, the raw materials and the machinery that we 
possess. 

As the CTC has stated on more than one occasion, the workers 
and their unions must take care of increasing discipline and 
order at work, of increasing the conscious responsibility of each 
worker for his work. They have the responsibility of ending 
absenteeism, loss of work because of sickness without the worker 
actually being sick, and the idleness of some people whose work 
actually has to be done by others. They must see to it that all 
contribute towards saving materials, fuel and power, that all 
contribute towards increasing production and productivity. All 
revolutionaries—whatever their organization, their place or their 
responsibility—now have to give a maximum of attention to the 
economy, to production and development. Our leaders and pro¬ 
vincial and municipal committees must now take a deep interest 
in all the problems of urban and rural economies in their regions, 
in all the problems of administration, technology and development. 
Today the leaders have to know how to handle a tractor and how 
to use machines. 
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Relations with the Socialist Countries and Their 
Importance for Economic Development 


The Revolution broke the virtual monopoly that the imperialist 
United States held on the foreign commerce of Cuba. This mon¬ 
opoly was one of the most serious obstacles to the economic 
development of Cuba. The United States, thanks to tariff pref¬ 
erences and tax privileges granted to its products, practically 
cut out any competitor that might have wanted to enter the 
Cuban market. When customs preferences were not enough to pro¬ 
tect from competition the very dear products that they sold us, 
then, as in the case of rice, they forced the acceptance of special 
agreements which required us to import a given quota. The 
preferences granted virtually all North American export products 
not only excluded other foreign competitors, but prevented the 
development of national production and the creation of new 
industries, which, according to the agreements entered into, could 
not be protected. 

The United States prevented or hindered Cuba, as it prevents 
and inhibits many other countries, from maintaining economic, 
commercial and diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, the 
People’s Republic of China and the other socialist countries. The 
domination over our foreign commerce was an expression of the 
semi-colonial rule over our country, which it reinforced and helped 
to maintain. 

The Revolution, establishing a sovereign government that was 
not subject or subordinate to imperialism, also led in and of 
itself to a foreign policy of our own, a Cuban foreign policy, 
of peace, friendship and relations of every kind with all the peoples 
of the world, independent of the social and economic regime under 
which they live. Step by step, since the establishment of the 
Revolutionary Government, Cuba has been making contact, estab¬ 
lishing relations and signing economic and commercial agree¬ 
ments with various countries, each of which has been a blow at the 
monopoly that the United States has held on Cuban foreign 
commerce. That monopoly no longer exists. 

Cuba has assumed the freedom to trade and to have relations 
with anyone it pleases. Cuba has put into effect Marti’s directive 
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and trades with the whole world and not with a part of it. Cuba 
is free in its trade because it means to be free in reality. The 
foreign commerce of Cuba and the economic agreements with 
various countries have become one of the principal stimuli to 
industrialization and accelerated economic development. 

The relations of Cuba with the socialist countries are on the 
one hand an expression of Cuba’s independent foreign policy, and 
on the other hand they are a means of strengthening and pro¬ 
tecting its independence and sovereignty, a means of escaping 
from subordination to the United States. The economic relations 
of Cuba, and the agreements made with the Soviet Union, the 
People’s Republic of China, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, 
the German Democratic Republic and other socialist countries 
not only have been decisive steps in breaking the Yankee monopoly 
on our foreign trade but they have also been decisive in strength¬ 
ening our economy, increasing our production, and aiding the 
accelerated process of industrialization. 

The economic and commercial relations that Cuba has set 
up with the socialist countries have enabled it to resist all the 
pressures applied by the United States and to shatter its economic 
aggressions and its criminal maneuvers and sabotage against our 
national economy. Thanks to these relations, Cuba had a record 
sugar export this year, despite the elimination of 856 thousand 
tons from its export quota to the United States The greater part 
of the accumulated surpluses have been exported. Thanks to this, 
Cuba can harvest a large crop and refine it in the year that is 
coming. It can keep its sugar workers employed and guarantee a 
good income to the tenant farmers and the sugar cane cooper¬ 
atives. Thanks to these relations, Cuba has been able to obtain, at 
fair prices, farm machinery, fuel, rice and other products that 
it needs for economic development. Without the aid of the Soviet 
Union which gave it all the oil it needed, Cuba would have been 
in a desperate situation, virtually a hopeless one, in the face of 
the criminal maneuvers of the imperialist oil trusts, acting in 
concert with the North American State Department. 

Without the large added purchases by the Soviet Union and 
(Tina, Cuba would have been in a difficult position in the face 
of the 856 thousand-ton reduction of its sugar quota in the United 
States. The Soviet Union and China will buy, every year, a 
minimum of a million and a half tons of sugar, which represents 
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more than one quarter of the Cuban production. In this way 
Cuba will have a guaranteed market for the next four years, for one 
quarter of its sugar production, in just these two socialist countries. 
It is possible that the volume of these purchases may increase 
even before the end of the four years that the agreement still 
has to run. There is a great deal of speculation about the increased 
price that the United States pays for the sugar it imports over 
and above the world market prices. As we know, the United States 
pays low prices for the raw materials that it imports from our 
countries and sells the products it exports to our markets at high 
prices. There is an exception in the case of sugar. But of course, 
this is not always so. Cuba sold its entire production to the United 
States in the years of scarcity that the wars created at a price lower 
than the world market price. 

However, it now happens that in order to protect its very 
expensive domestic production, the price in the United States 
is higher for sugar than the price quoted on the world market. 
This is pictured as a great benefit for Cuba, which up to the 
present has been the chief supplier of sugar to the United States. 
But it is an advantage only in appearance. 

In exchange for a higher price on sugar, Cuba has been obliged 
to pay a higher price on all the articles it imports from the United 
States. For example, every year we have been paying the United 
States 24 million pesos more for the petroleum we imported over the 
prices that we are now paying the Soviet Union. Another example: 
the rice that we buy from China turns out to be 4 centavos cheaper 
per pound, delivered in Cuba, than that which we bought from the 
United States. The tractors, trucks, medical instruments, machinery 
and industrial articles of all kinds, wheat, textile products, etc., 
are also cheaper. 

Thanks to its trade with the socialist countries, Cuba is able 
to diversify its export production enormously, since these countries 
are ready to buy products from us for which we did not have any 
market in the United States. All this is very important, of course. 
But more important than all this is the aid given us by the 
socialist countries in our industrialization and accelerated economic 
development. 

The Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, China and the German 
Democratic Republic sell machinery and complete industrial plants 
that we would never have been able to get from the United States. 




All these countries have agreed to give Cuba large long-term 
credits at low interest, to be used for industrialization. These 
credits come to millions of pesos and do not involve any political 
compromises or subjection, no onerous concessions, no economic 
mortgages. 

When was Cuba able to get a credit or loan on which it only 
had to pay 21,4 percent interest? When could it have obtained 
a credit or loan that it could amortize with merchandise of our 
usual exportation? 

The United States granted loans to Cuba in the past. But they 
were primarily loans for the consumption of Yankee products, not 
for the encouragement of Cuban production. They were used to 
pay the veterans so that they would consume Yankee products, 
to construct the Central Highway in order to increase the sale of 
Yankee automobiles, trucks, gasoline and oil in Cuba, or to 
build a Capital for the Yankee tourists to admire. 

All these loans were set at 6-614 percent interest. Cuba paid 
for them several times the amount originally received. These 
loans were mortgages on the country, which strengthened the 
economic and political rule of the imperialists. In exchange for 
these loans Cuba had to accept the fact that anv North American 
ambassador could give orders by telephone to the Cuban Govern¬ 
ment. 

Cuba sometimes also received machinery and industrial plants 
from the United States. But this machinery came as the property 
of the North American investors, the monopolies, trusts and com¬ 
panies of the United States. They would never be Cuba’s; they 
would always be theirs. They did not come to help Cuba; thev 
came to exploit and plunder Cuba. 

In exchange for them we had to make crippling concessions, 
set up monopolies in favor of the foreign companies, give them 
tax exemptions, give them their land free, allow them to set up 
private ports, guarantee their export of dividends and profits, 
establish persecution against workers and peasants, against anti¬ 
imperialists and Communists, so as to guarantee them “peace” and 
“order” by subjugating those who were exploited. 

In recent times, the North American investors even demanded, 
through the Truslow Plan, changes in the Constitution and the 
annulment of various social laws designed to benefit the workers. 
In exchange for these investments and loans, Cuba gave up its 
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independence and sovereignty and accepted intensification and 
strengthening of its semi-colonial regime. The foreign investors 
set up the firms and businesses that they were interested in, 
those that enabled them to obtain the most profits and keep up the 
economic backwardness and underdevelopment of Cuba. 

The credits that Cuba gets from the Soviet Union, China, 
Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic represent 
something that is diametrically opposite to the Yankee loans and 
investments of the past. First of all, these credits are for setting 
up those factories and enterprises that the Revolutionary Govern¬ 
ment has decided should be established in conformity with the 
needs of Cuba. In the second place, the factories and enterprises 
that are set up with these credits will be Cuba’s property and after 
being paid off will make profit only for Cuba. Thirdly, these 
factories and enterprises are producing what Cuba needs, they 
will give riches to the country and employment to thousands of 
Cuban workers, employees and technicians. In the fourth place, 
these factories and enterprises will trills help in the industrializa¬ 
tion of Cuba and the economic development of the country. 

We can say, from our experience, that economic, commercial 
and diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, the People’s 
Republic of China, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, the 
German Democratic Republic and the other socialist countries are 
an urgent need of all the Latin American countries that want to 
maintain their economy and develop it, that want to protect and 
strengthen their independence and security, that want to free 
themselves of the evils and dangers involved in monopolization 
or interference in their foreign trade and their economy by the 
imperialists of the United States. And furthermore, the agreements 
with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries give us the tech¬ 
nical aid needed to train our workers and engineers to operate the 
plants that will be installed. Cuban students will be able to go to 
the socialist countries to study production techniques, chemistry, 
etc. All this shows how vital for Cuba are her relations with the 
socialist countries and the agreements signed with them. 

That is why it is no wonder that the Yankee imperialists, 
counter-revolutionaries abroad and counter-revolutionaries here, 
the hierarchs of the Catholic Church in the service of the exploit¬ 
ers and all the other national traitors and agents and vassals of 
imperialism, here and abroad, attack these relations and these 
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agreements with a special fury. They say, with monstrous hypocrisy, 
that they are not opposed to trade relations, but to all the other 
relations that “increase” the influence of Communism, which is this 
and that, which represents a danger for America, for Cuba, for 
the Church and for anything you please. 

We have shown what these relations are and what they 
represent for Cuba. They do not represent a danger for anyone 
or anything. The imperialists and the traitors to the nation hate 
them and fight them because they help the Cuban Revolution, 
Cuban sovereignty, its integrity and peace, its economy and eco¬ 
nomic development. 

We have to counteract the lying campaign of the imperialists, 
the hierarchs of the Church and other counter-revolutionaries 
by telling the people the truth, and by undertaking an intense 
campaign of explanation in the trade unions, in the factories 
and shops, in the cooperatives, in the farmers’ associations, in the 
universities and student centers, in the organizations of women, 
youth, and Negroes, in the workers’ militias, in the farmers’ patrols, 
in the press and on the radio, with handbills and pamphlets. 

We, the Cubans, all the revolutionaries, the people of Cuba and 
the Revolutionary Government, should exert all our efforts and 
take all the measures necessary to make sure that the agreements 
signed with the socialist countries are carried out fully, that 
diplomatic, commercial, technical and cultural relations with the 
socialist countries are extended, strengthened and expanded every 
day. There are some socialist countries with which we do not yet 
have diplomatic relations, such as the People’s Republic of China, 
the German Democratic Republic, North Korea, etc. We hope 
that the obstacles to these relations, which still remain as an 
inheritance of the old regime, will be removed. The representation 
of Chiang Kai-shek accomplishes nothing in our country. It does not 
represent China, but only a miserable tyrant, a foreign vassal, like 
Batista. The representatives who should be in Cuba are the 
representatives of People’s China, which is the country with which 
we have friendly relations. 

Relations with the German Democratic Republic can be estab¬ 
lished at the right time without damage to the relations that we 
now have and shall try to continue with the German Federal 
Republic, despite the fact that the latter is making attacks on the 
Cuban Revolution, failing to carry out contracts and putting 






obstacles in the way o£ the good commercial relations that, in our 
interest, should exist between the two states. The carrying out of 
the agreements with the socialist countries and the strengthening 
of relations with them is in the interests of Cuba and of the 
Revolution. 


The Defense and Advancement 
of the Revolution 

The key task, that of defending the Revolution and advancing 
it, has not lost its applicability. The sworn enemies of the Cuban 
Revolution, the Yankee imperialists and the traitors to the nation, 
the counter-revolutionaries in the service of Yankee imperialism, 
are redoubling their attacks on the Revolution, putting into play 
new forces and new elements that are going over to open counter¬ 
revolutionary activity. 

The United States has already gone over directly to behaving 
as a declared enemy of the Revolution. Cutting down the sugar 
quota was a deliberate act of economic warfare. 

Cuba foiled this with the cooperation of the USSR and China, 
and answered with a formidable counter blow of great scope and 
profound consequences—nationalization of most of the Yankee 
firms that were operating in Cuba. The menace of direct military 
intervention was stopped by the Soviet warning. 

But the United States does not give up and will not give up 
its fight against the Cuban Revolution. When one attack is defeated, 
it will start another. When one road is blocked, it will look for 
another. And the war criminals, crooks, murderers, traitors and 
former latifundists who have taken refuge in the United States 
will not stop fighting the Cuban Revolution, nor will those that 
are still left and are still active on the territory of the nation. 
When one crime of theirs is checked, they begin to prepare another. 
When one center of conspiracy is smashed, they set up another. 

The nationalization of the Yankee firms has brought about a 
change of quality in the Cuban situation, it deepens and accel¬ 
erates the Revolution, it puts it more solidly in the camp of peace 
and anti-imperialism. But that itself will increase the fury and 
rage of the imperialists and will drive them to new adventures. 
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to redoubling their efforts to get the cooperation of the govern¬ 
ments of Latin America and of other allies to be let loose against 
the Revolution. 

The principal instrument that the United States is trying to use 
now is Pan-Americanism, the fable of continental solidarity, the 
apparatus of the OAS, which operates as a colonial department of 
the United States, hypocritically aghast at the specter of an imag¬ 
inary Soviet intervention and an equally imaginary danger of 
“international Communism"—the same pretexts that were used 
to justify the unmentionable crime committed against Guatemala. 
The meeting of the OAS was set for the same date as the inaugura¬ 
tion of our National Assembly. 

The action of Cuba in nationalizing the Yankee firms and 
denouncing, in its proposed amendment of the agenda, the true 
purposes of this meeting of foreign ministers, has made the situation 
even more difficult for the United States and its lackeys. The 
nationalization of these firms has found a tremendous echo among 
the peoples of Latin America, in the same way that it aroused 
the most ardent enthusiasm and deepest patriotism of the people 
of Cuba. The note on the agenda was a clarion call that has 
brought the Latin American peoples to their feet. 

The OAS, stained with the crime of Guatemala, has no authority 
in the eyes of the people of Latin America or in the eyes of the 
world. Accordingly, everything will be more difficult for the United 
States and its miserable vassals. In any event, they are capable of 
any bestiality. They will intensify their conspiracies in Cuba. They 
will mobilize new groups of terrorists, gangsters and adventurers. 
They will mobilize their Idigorases and Somozas, their Figueres and 
their Frondizis. They will intensify their economic warfare, economic 
sabotage and disturbances. 

In face of all this we have to defend the Revolution. To defend 
the revolution we have to keep up the struggle to make it go 
forward. Defense and advancement of the Revolution call for 
raising the political and revolutionary consciousness of the masses, 
of all the revolutionaries and of the members of the Party in 
particular, whatever the fields in which they work and the posts 
in which they are active. The slogans “Fatherland or death," "Cuba 
si, yanquis, no,” “Cuba does not sell itself or surrender” and “We 
will win”—all these must be made the flesh and blood of every 
Cuban man and woman. 







The defense and advance of the Revolution call for increasing 
ideological clarity and comprehension of Marxism-Leninism, to 
warn us of the enemy’s tricks and to keep us from falling into 
grave mistakes, eilher of the opportunist type, induced by the 
revisionists, or of the extremist or dogmatic type, induced by those 
who are desperate, by infantile “Leftists” or by inexperience. 
Marxism-Leninism is more and more necessary every day as a 
compass of revolutionary action, whose needle guides us along the 
road of victory, once it is applied without dogmatism or revision¬ 
ism, to the concrete, specific, original conditions of the course 
of the Revolution. The schools and the classes that provide 
ideological preparation have to be multiplied. The defense and 
advancement of the Revolution call for firmly combatting all the 
lies, all the propaganda aimed at confusion, all the political attacks 
of imperialism and counter-revolution, whether they come up from 
Cardinal Arteaga and his bishops or the groups of provocateurs 
called Trotskyites and anarchists, or the Titoists, or the under¬ 
ground groups, or the conspirators of any class. Every lie, every 
proposition aimed at confusion, every attack has to be answered. 
Propaganda for the Revolution has to better organized and co¬ 
ordinated. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call upon us 
to prepare ourselves to resist and throw back any armed attack by 
any force that is made against Cuba, under any flag, whether it be 
the flag of the OAS, of the United States, or of any of its 
satellite governments, or of the counter-revolution. That means 
increasing the organization, the discipline and the military training 
of the Rebel Army and all the armed revolutionary forces. It means 
expanding the militias by the enrollment of new thousands of 
workers and young peasants, by giving them better organization, 
by teaching all their members to handle arms, by preparing for 
mobilization at any hour or moment it may be needed. Defense 
and advancement of the Revolution require increasing vigilance 
to discover the enemy wherever he tries to organize his criminal 
action. The defense and advancement of the Revolution call for 
moving against traitors and counter-revolutionaries, within the 
established laws of the Republic but without mercy. We have to 
apply the law against them, confiscate their property, put them 
out of harm’s way and apply the maximum penalty to them when 
it is necessary. 

1 he defense and advancement of the Revolution require improv- 
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ing the work of everybody, in public offices as well as in factories, 
in schools as well as in cooperatives, in culture as well as in pro¬ 
duction. The defense and advancement of the Revolution require 
that we avoid hurting the interests of the small proprietors, of the 
middle classes, the majority of whom are with the Revolution and 
who should and can be kept with it if their economic interests 
are not attacked and if they are given fair treatment. The defense 
and advancement of the Revolution call for finding ways for 
national private firms that are not imperialistic, monopolistic or 
parasitic to collaborate to the utmost, with limited but guaranteed 
profits, in increasing national production. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution require, as 
various ministers have pointed out, renewing the personnel of the 
foreign service, replacing the pernicious and harmful elements 
that use their posts to conspire abroad against the Revolution. 
New diplomats have to be developed who have come from the 
people, from the workers, from the employees, from the revolu¬ 
tionaries, for whom an intensive course should be prepared so 
that they can carry out their functions. Perhaps they will not know 
how to bow according to the rules of protocol, but they will be 
firm revolutionaries and they will always know what has to be 
done in behalf of the Revolution and Cuba. The defense and advan¬ 
cement of the Revolution require not only a purge of the judicial 
apparatus, but a reconstruction of it. The administration of 
justice will have to be organized differently, from top to bottom. 
The old apparatus of semicolonial latifundist-bourgeois justice 
obviously cannot serve for the revolutionary, national and popular 
justice. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call on us to 
continue promoting the solidarity of the peoples of Latin America, 
the countries of Africa and Asia, the socialist states, the workers, 
the peace partisans and the peoples of the world. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call on us to 
increase and constanly improve the national production in farming, 
livestock and industry, to increase the output and productivity 
of worker and employee, and to increase the amount produced for 
each investment made. The defense and advancement of the 
Revolution call for the training of production technicians, engin¬ 
eers of the various branches, administrators and executives w r ho 
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have not only scientific and practical knowledge but a high revolu¬ 
tionary spirit. Skilled workers have to be trained for the new 
industries. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call for 
improving and strengthening the entire apparatus of the revolu¬ 
tionary State, rendering it more efficient and better organized 
to cope with its revolutionary tasks. The defense and advance¬ 
ment of the Revolution call for strengthening unity and building 
closer relations, cooperation and coordination among all the 
revolutionary forces and organizations, especially between the 
July 26th movement, the PSB and the revolutionary Directorate. 
Unity has to be strengthened within the trade union movement, 
the farmers’ movement, the women’s organizations, the youth 
movement, the student and university movement, the cultural 
and intellectual movement, among the Negro masses, etc. The 
defense and advancement of the Revolution call for forging and 
consolidating the alliance of workers and peasants—the unity of 
the workers and the poor and middle peasants—as the basic 
forces of the advanced popular revolution of Cuba. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call for develop¬ 
ing within the Cuban people solidarity for other peoples, support 
for the victims of imperialism and reaction, support for the 
just struggles of the peoples, the workers and the peasants of other 
countries for their demands. The defense and advancement of the 
Revolution call for intensifying Cuba’s contribution to the struggle 
for peace, peaceful coexistence, the prohibition of thermo-nuclear 
arms and their testing, general disarmament, etc. 

The defense and advancement of the Revolution call on us, 
and on others of the Popular Socialist Party, to do more and more 
work, to acquire more and more discipline and more and more 
organization, to pay more and more attention to the problems— 
new to us—of production, defense and culture. The members of the 
Popular Socialist Party have the obligation of being first in the 
common revolutionary tasks, in taking up, without vacillation or 
delay, the positions or posts assigned them to serve the Revolution, 
whatever these may be. They should be first to enter the militia 
and there strive to carry out every aspect of training, to show 
unfailing courage, to learn throughly how to handle arms without 
ever toying with them, without going about needlessly displaying 
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them, especially when there are people around. It is their duty 
to master the Marxist-Leninist ideology and its economic prin¬ 
ciples, to carry on propaganda both for the decisions and orienta¬ 
tion of the Revolutionary Power and its chief, Fidel Castro, and 
for the line, orientation and doctrines of the Party. It is their 
task to establish ever closer friendship, cooperation and unity 
with the members of other revolutionary organizations. 


Discussion of the Program 

Our National Congress has to discuss the adoption of the 
program of the Party for the stage of national liberation, agrarian 
reform, anti-imperialism and democratic popular advance that 
the Cuban Revolution is going through. We shall have a detailed 
and complete report on this from Comrade Anibal Escalente. 

The draft program records and takes into account what the 
Revolution has already achieved. At the same time it defines the 
fundamental goals of this stage and traces in broad outline the 
road and the means of achieving them. The revolutionary program 
gives an objective analysis of historical reality, of the needs 
of the development of society, of the factors, classes and forces 
that determine the advance of the revolution by their action, 
and of the factors, classes and forces that oppose its advance, 
that try to impede it and to turn the clock of history back. It 
analyzes the institutions, means and actions that accord with the 
advance, what has to be done to strengthen the Revolution, and 
the perspectives of its future development. This analysis serves 
as a guide for the actions of the masses, who are after all the 
true makers of history. This analysis orients the conscious revolu¬ 
tionaries so that, in contact with the masses, they can head the 
actions to achieve the aims and objectives of the Revolution. 

The program does not serve only to define a plan of action 
within the present stage. 

The program has a role in educating, forging and defining the 
revolutionary consciousness, in clearing up the ideas of the masses 
and the revolutionaries. We feel that the project presented makes 
a correct Marxist-Leninist analysis of the Cuban situation and 
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gives a correct definition of the tasks of the present and the 
perspectives of the future. 

In the present, our program has to be one for the full realization 
of the Cuban Revolution in its stage of national-liberation, agrarian, 
anti-imperialist, anti-latifundist, democratic and popular revolu¬ 
tion. That is our task, and all our energies go into this. At the 
same time we cannot neglect the future prospects. Clarity in 
perspective, in certainty and force in today’s tasks, clears the 
consciousness and creates the forces to carry out the tasks of 
tomorrow. 

We hope for a fruitful discussion of the program, of the changes 
in the by-laws, and of this report too. 


On the Party 


The problems of Party organization will be taken up in the 
form of discussing the proposals for amending the by-laws, which 
are to be explained in the report by Comrade Manolo Luzardo. 

The Revolution cannot confine itself to the spontaneity of the 
course of development and of the masses. Masses in motion are 
undoubtedly the decisive force in history. But these masses, if they 
lack the guidance of a force organized on the basis of the revolu¬ 
tionary ideology of Marxism and a revolutionary program, can 
dissipate their forces, can waste them uselessly, and can be carried 
off into anarchistic and scattered actions. Persons who have the 
gifts of leadership, who are brought to the fore and supported 
by the masses and who at the same time know how to listen to the 
masses, who link up with them and orient their impulses correctly, 
play a great role when they act in tune with historical necessities 
and the needs of the Revolution. However, they do not take the 
place of the need for organization, but make it even more press¬ 
ing. Personalities rouse, mobilize and resolve the masses. But only 
revolutionary organization can give revolutionary action stability 
and continuity, whatever the fluctuations of the situation may be. 
And only it can coordinate the daily activity of the millions that 
go to make up the people, and organize action so that the decisions 
from the top will be faithfully carried out below. Only it can 
collect the needs and opinions from below to determine or 


improve the decisions at the top, to set up a structure that will v 
prevent opportunists and adventurers, pretending to be revolu¬ 
tionists, from taking advantage of mass actions for personal 
gains. Only it can uncover and smash the actions of the counter¬ 
revolutionaries. 

The foundation of revolutionary organization is revolutionary 
ideology and a revolutionary program. Without a revolutionary 
ideology and a revolutionary program, which we all must follow, 
respect and struggle to fulfill, there is no such thing as a revolu¬ 
tionary organization. Revolutionary ideology and a revolutionary 
program are the greatest authority of the revolutionary organiza¬ 
tion, to which all its members hold fast and remain faithful. 

Our Party is one of the organized forces of the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion, which bases its organization clearly and definitely on Marxism- 
Leninism. Of course, it is not the only organized force of the Cuban 
Revolution. Another organized force of the Cuban Revolution is 
the July 26th Revolutionary Movement, which under the leader¬ 
ship of Fidel Castro, took the initiative of armed action and is 
playing a principal role in the Revolutionary Government. Still 
another organized force of the Cuban Revolution is the March 
13th Revolutionary Directorate. 

All these forces are now working together, in close coordina¬ 
tion and cooperation under the leadership of the beloved and 
respected chief of our Revolution, Fidel Castro. This is one of the 
greatest advantages of the Cuban Revolution, one of the founda¬ 
tions of its great strength. 

If the organized forces of the Cuban Revolution were divided 
and opposed each other, that would create considerable difficulty, 
weaken the Revolution, facilitate the activity of the traitors to 
the nation, counter-revolutionaries, murderers, robbers and desert¬ 
ers. That is why our Party makes greater and greater efforts every 
day to strengthen the relations among all revolutionary militants, 
to coordinate their activities, to unify their opinions as against 
the lies and slanders of the enemy, as against the intrigues and 
attacks of the counter-revolution and its agents. 

We believe that the coordination and cooperation of all the 
revolutionary forces and elements can become stronger, closer and 
more intimate every day. We believe that with the development 
of the Revolution and its advance, with the even tighter coordina¬ 
tion and cooperation of the revolutionary forces, we can and should, 
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at the right time, arrive at complete union, at fusion of all these 
forces in a single movement. 

In the field of organization of our Party, it is necessary that our 
committees should be fully aware of their new functions, of the 
new content of their work. Our committees are no longer admin¬ 
istrative organs of the internal work of the Party and organs of 
revolutionary propaganda and agitation. The committees of the 
Party are today participants in the entire work of the Revolution, 
who have to consider not only the internal organization of the Party 
and problems of ideology and propaganda, but also the technical 
problems of production, construction, the carrying out of the 
revolutionary laws, defense, revolutionary vigilance, etc. The 
entire work of our committees should be considered from this 
new point of view. Our entire Party work should be reorganized 
keeping in mind our new tasks and the new reality. 

In developing their work, the committees and Party members 
who have any responsible function must above all avoid falling 
into the vice of sectarianism. Despite all our struggles, despite 
criticisms and warnings, there are comrades who keep on falling 
victim to sectarian ideas, which hurt their work, which provoke 
unnecessary arguments, which heighten precisely those antagonisms 
that the enemies of the Revolution want to provoke and develop. 

The line of the Party is to establish and reinforce cooperation 
and collaboration with all revolutionary forces and elements. This 
means trusting these revolutionary forces and elements, discussing 
problems with them, not only the problems of orientation and 
struggle against the enemies of the Revolution, but also the 
problems of production, of the functionaries, of administration, 
so as to reach the necessary agreements, so that everyone will be 
convinced of the necessity for taking a given step, so that every¬ 
thing will be done within the framework of the greatest possible 
agreement, so that the intrigues and campaigns of the counter¬ 
revolution will not prosper. 

Every Communist, in his post, has to be the most vigorous 
enemy of sectarianism, for sectarianism is a hopeless obstacle to 
cooperation and coordination, it is an obstacle to unity, it destroys 
unity. Sectarianism is fed by narrow subjective criteria, by thinking 
that nobody outside the familiar group is any good for anything, 
by being guided in judging individuals by superficial impressions 
without trying really to learn what people are like, without knowing 
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what they have really done and what their real attitude is, b\ 
confining oneself to the convenient formula of choosing those that 
are nearest and best known, instead of searching, with the aid 
of the other revolutionary elements and factors, for those who 
are most suitable and best prepared in each case. Only in this 
way will it be possible to maintain and develop the cooperation 
and coordination of all the revolutionary forces and advance toward 
the unity we need. Sectarianism is division! 

Concern with the practical problems of production and develop¬ 
ment of the revolution does not take away from dedication to 
ideological work, the work of raising the revolutionary Marxist- 
Leninist consciousness of our members and all revolutionary 
elements. One of the difficulties of the Cuban Revolution is still the 
backwardness of revolutionary consciousness as compared to the 
practical advance of the Revolution. This is reflected in the fact 
that there is a shortage of able cadres, politically and ideologically 
prepared and clear in their principles, for the various important 
places and functions. 

We must, then, considerably increase and improve our ideo¬ 
logical work, our work of raising the revolutionary consciousness 
of the workers, peasants and the entire people, our work of spread 
ing and explaining Marxist-Leninist theory, Marxist-Leninist prin¬ 
ciples and the Marxist-Leninist method to all the members of the 
Party and all the sincere and solid revolutionary elements. This 
is a special task of our Party. Nobody can do it for us. It is the 
task of the committees and of every experienced militant who can 
study and teach at the same time. It is a task for every militant 
who can read a book and lend it, who can learn in a group and 
bring others to educate themselves as well. 

Strengthening the Party, improving its organization and the 
operation of its committees, greater attention to propaganda, dedi¬ 
cation to the problems of production and other revolutionary tasks, 
the increase of ideological awareness, unity and discipline—all this 
has to be carefully fostered, since it is a practical contribution to 
the strengthening of the revolution, its defense and advance¬ 
ment. Today, thousands of new Communists are being fashioneil 
in the practice of revolutionary struggle, in the fire of the battle 
of production and economic development, the battle against im¬ 
perialism and counter-revolution. These newcomers have to be 
helped. They have to be aided in attaining full awareness of their 










orientation and actions. Many of them will come to the Party, 
even though we are not engaging in any recruiting campaign, in 
any proselyting activity. We should include in the ranks of the 
Party only those who are free of opportunism, who have a revolu¬ 
tionary consciousness and who act honestly and honorably. Anyone 
who enters the Party comes to serve the Revolution and cannot 
think of making use of it. Anyone who enters the Party comes 
to be the first for sacrifice and action. Anyone who enters the Party 
comes to give all his effort and the best in his life to the revolu- 
tion. Anyone who enters the Party comes in order to be faithful 
unto death to the working class, to the peasants, to the people, to 
the Cuban Revolution and to Socialism. Anyone who enters the 
Party comes to merge with the organization, observe its discipline, 
accept the principle of collective leadership and personal respon¬ 
sibility. Anyone who enters the Party comes in order to be 
faithful to Marxism-Leninism, faithful to proletarian international¬ 
ism, faithful to the love of our country, the beloved home of our 
people and our working class, where there should be neither 
exploiters, pro-imperialists, reactionaries nor traitors. That is 
something that everybody should know who wants to join our 
Party. 

We must make every effort to keep the ranks of the Party 
clear of opportunists, of profiteers, of dubious elements, of creators 
of confusion, of any kind of revisionist, of any kind of unsound 
or unhealthy element. Our Party is needed in the present and the 
future of the Cuban Revolution. Our duty is to care for it and 
to make it better every day. Our National Congress has an enormous 
task in front of it. 

Our discussions are of interest not only to us, to our people, 
and to all the Cuban revolutionaries, but also to our brothers in 
other countries who have honored us by sending fraternal delegates 
and greetings, to the brothers of other countries who look to the 
Cuban Revolution with affection and hope, who give us their 
powerful and determined aid in the spirit of proletarian interna¬ 
tionalism, who expect us to be on the level of our historic res¬ 
ponsibilities and to act as true Marxist-Leninists. 

We have here representatives of the Cuban revolutionary org¬ 
anizations. The eyes of the Cuban people are on us. All of them 
have a right to expect that we will make the greatest effort to 
do our best, t urge the National Congress, and I urge you, Comrade 
Delegates, to work ardently to satisfy their hopes. 
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A NEW BOOK ON TODAY’S CUBA 


Cuba —Hope of A Hemisphere 

By Joseph North 


In this new work o£ top-flight literary reportage, Joseph 
North provides a stirring account of what he saw and heard 
in revolutionary Cuba during his recent extended trip to 
that focal island. He not only interviewed the foremost lead¬ 
ers of Cuba, but spoke to people in all walks of life—work¬ 
ers, peasants, tradesmen, educators, students, political, 
trade union and cultural figures. 

Among the nineteen chapters which comprise this book 
are “Meet the Victorious Rebels”; “A Talk With ‘Che’ 
Guevara”; “What Cuban Communists Said”; “The Negro 
in Cuba”; “Why Cuba Expropriated”; “What the Revolu¬ 
tion Is”; “Think, Americans!” and many others. 

A seasoned and skillful correspondent, Joseph North’s 
on-the scenes reportage from the most important fighting 
fronts of the world have won him wide acclaim, both as 
novelist and reporter. His autobiography, NO MEN ARE 
STRANGERS, was published last year by International 
Publishers. His most recent pamphlet is CETBA’ REVOLU- 
TION-I SAW THE PEOPLE’S VICTORY, published by 
New Century Publishers. 
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